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National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
This form is for use in nom inating or requesting determ inations for indiv idual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register Bull etin, 
HoJY to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration. Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter 
"NIA" for "not applicable." For fu nctions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories 
from the instruct ions. 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name: Waseca Commercial Historic District 
Other names/site number: --------------- ----Name of related multiple property listing: N=-=/A'-"-----------
(Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 

2. Location 
tTeet & number: Centering on State Street between 3rd A venue NE/NW and 2nd A venue 

SE/SW roughly bounded by 2nd Street NW/SW and the Canadian Pacific Railroad tracks 
City or town: Waseca State: Minnesota County: Waseca 
Not For Publication:~ Vicinity: I N/A / 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this _x nomination _ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property __x_ meets _ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following 
Ievel(s) of significance: 

national statewide X local 
Applicable National Register Criteria: 

_B C D 

Signature of certifying official/Title: Amy Spong, Deputy SHJ'O, Dept. of Ad min Date 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property _meets _ does not meet the National Register 
criteria. 

Signature of commenting official: 

Title : 

1 

Date 

State or Federal agency/bureau 
or Tribal Government 
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Waseca Commercial Historic District 
Name of Property 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I hereby c rtify that thi s property is: 

_ entered in the National Register 

_ determined e lig ible fo r the ational Register 

_ determined not e li g ible fo r the ational Register 

removed from the at ional Register 

_ other(explain:) ________ _ 

Signature of the Keeper 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 
Private: 0 
Public - Local 

Public - State D 
Public - Federa l 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Building(s) 

DistTict 

ite 

Structure 

Object 

0 

Sections 1-6 page 2 
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County and State 
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Waseca Commercial Historic District 
Name of Property 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include prev ious ly li sted re ource 

Contributing 
54 

0 

0 

0 

54 

in the count) 
oncontri buti ng 

12 

0 

0 

13 

Waseca County, Minnesota 
County and State 

building 

ite 

tructures 

object 

Tota l 

umber of contributing re ources previou ly Ii ted in the at iona l Registe r _/_A ___ _ 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categori es from instruction .) 

COMMERCE/TRAD / 
bu iness. financial 
institution. pec ialty store. 
department tore, restaurant 

OCIAL/meeting hall 

TRANSPORTATION/rail-related 

Current Functions 
(Enter categorie from instructions. ) 
COMM RC E RAD E/ 
bus iness. financial 
inst itution. specialty tore, 
resta urant 

Sections 1-6 page 3 
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Waseca Commercia l Historic District 
Name of Property 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

Waseca County, Minnesota 
County and State 

LATE VI CTORIAN/Romanesque Rev ival. Renaissance Rev iva l, Itali anate, Queen Anne, 
Second Empire 

LATE 19TII A D 20TH CE TURY REVIVALS/Class ica l Reviva l 
MODER MOVEME T/Art Deco, Streamlined Moderne, Modernist 

Materials: (enter categories from in tructions.) 
P ri n c i pa I exterior mater i a Is of the property: =Bc..c.R=I'--'C"-'K'-=-, =-cc...=...c--'-=CL....c.-'---=C...=...c=-----------

arrative Description 
(Describe the hi storic and current physica l appearance and condition of the property. Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if app li cable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the genera l characteri stic of the property, such as it location, type, style, 
method of construction , setting, size, and significant feature . Indicate whether the property has 
hi storic integrity.) 

Summary Paragraph 

The Waseca Commercial Historic District is located at the center of the city of Waseca, the seat 
of Wa eca County in south central Minne ota. The hi toric district, Waseca's traditional 
downtown, i ited between Loon Lake and Clear Lake, north of the Canadian Pac ific Railroad. 
U.S. 13 former ly crossed the di strict east-we ton E lm Street, but the highway was re-routed to 
the south . The historic di strict consists of approximately 8.6 acres over seven city blocks, in part 
or in who le. o properties within the hi storic di strict are currently li sted in the Nationa l Register. 
The di strict contains a total of 67 resource , including 54 contributing buildings, 12 
noncontributing buildings, and I noncontributing structure. The contributing buildings reflect 
three significant building periods: the last quarter of the nineteenth century; the first three 
decades of the twentieth century; and the period from World War II to the late 1960s. 

The buildings contributing to the hi stori c district reta in a consistent overa ll character and are 
de igned in sty les largely typica l of urban town and citi es in the Upper Mid west. They were 
des igned to accommodate commerci al enterpri ses, including a wide variety of retail and 
who le ale bu in , vari ous kinds of profess ions and service , and re lated busine es I ike 
restaurants and sa loons along with theaters and meeting places. 

arrative Description 

See Continuation Sheets 

ection 7 page 4 
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Name of Property 

8. Statement of S ignificance 

Applicable Nationa l Register Criteria 

Waseca County, Minnesota 
County and State 

(Mark "x" in one or more boxe for the criteri a qua li fying the property fo r ationa l Regist r 
Ii ting.) 

A. Property is assoc iated with event that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our hi tory. 

B. Property is associated with the li ve of per ons significant in our past. 

C. Property embod ies the di stinct ive characteri tics of a type, peri od, or method of 
construction or represents the wo rk of a master, or possesses high arti tic va lues, 
or represents a signifi cant and di stinguishable entity whose component lack 
indi vidua l di stinction . 

D. Property has yielded, or i likely to yield , info rmation important in prehi story or 
hi story. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that appl .) 

D A. Owned by a religious in titution or used for reli gious purposes 

D B. Removed from its ori ginal locati on 

D C. A birthplace or grave 

D D. A cemetery 

D E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

F. A commemorative property 

G. Less than 50 year old or achiev ing significance within the past 50 yea rs 

Section 8 page 5 
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Waseca Commercial Historic District 
Name of Property 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from in tructions.) 

COMM ERC E 

Period of Significance 
1870-1969 

Significant Dates 
IA 

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion Bis marked above.) 

IA 

Cultural Affiliation 
IA 

Architect/Builder 

Section 8 page 6 
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Waseca Commercial Historic District 
Name of Property 

Waseca County, Minnesota 
County and State 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragra ph that includes 
leve l of signifi cance, applicable criteri a, just ifi cation fo r the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteri a considerations.) 

The Waseca Commercial Histori c Distri ct is loca ll y significant under ati onal Register 
Criterion A fo r its assoc iati on with broad patterns of hi story in the area of commerce. During the 
late nineteenth and twentieth centuri es, Waseca played an important role in the deve lopment and 
evo lu tion of Waseca County as the commercial center of a thri ving agri cultu ra l and industri al 
community. Downtown Wa eca was the foca l point of economic and soc ial acti vity in Waseca 
County, served as a transportation hub, and was also at the center of politica l life, a the seat fo r 
Waseca County. At the heart of downtown the commercial buildings of the hi stori c di stri ct were 
des igned fo r a variety of business enterprise including reta il stores, banks, restaurants, offi ces, 
and theaters. The hi tori c di stri ct is an exce ll ent example of a centra l business district that served 
a small , Midwestern city and its surrounding region. 

The di tri ct contain 67 resources, 54 of which are contributing. The hi stori c di tr ict includes 
buildings located along State Street and its in ter ecti on between the Canadian Pac ific Rail way 
tracks on the south to 3rd Avenue on the north, and including adj acent parce l on Second 
A venue Southeast, Second A venue Northea t, and Second A venue No1t hwest. The period of 
signifi cance fo r the di stri ct is 1870-1969 and refl ect the ongo ing pro perity of thi s agricultura l 
and industri al community and county seat, beginning in the 1870s and extending th ro ugh the 
1960s. 

The di stri ct is significant within two statewide hi stori c contexts establi hed by the State Hi stori c 
Preservati on Offi ce, " Rail roads and Agri cultural Deve lopment 1870- 1940" and "Urban Centers, 
I 870-1 940, ' 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph fo r each area of 
signifi cance.) 

See Continuati on Sheets 

Section 8 page 7 
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Waseca Commercial Historic District 
Name of Property 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Waseca County, Minnesota 
County and State 

Bibliography (C ite the books, arti cle , and other sources used in preparing this form.) 

Child, Jame E. Child 's History of Waseca County. Owatonna: Whi tney and Luers, 1905. 

Gebhard, David and Tom Martinson. A Guide to the Architecture of Minnesota. St. Paul: 
Uni ver ity of Minne ota Press, 1977. 

Hofsommer, Don L. The Toot in' Louie: A History of the Minneapolis and St. Louis Railway. 
Minneapo li : University of Minnesota Press, 2005. 

at ional Register of Hi toric Places. " W. J. Armstrong Company, Wholesale Grocers 
Building, Waseca, Wa eca Coun ty, Minnesota: National Register # 82003067. 

o author cited. Histo,y of Steele and Waseca Counties. Chicago: Union Publishing 
Company, 1887. 

Northwestern Bell Company. Waseca Telephone Directo;y. Omaha: Northwestern Bell 
Company, 1949, 1956. 

Rutl edge, Caro l. The Streets Are Wider Now, Waseca, Minnesota 1868-1988, Master 
Graphi cs, 1988. 

Sanborn Fire In urance Map Company. Waseca, Waseca County, Minnesota. ew York: 
Sanborn Map Company, 1884, 1889, 1894, 1899, 1904, 1910, 19 19, 1930, 1944. 

Thomas R. Zahn & Assoc iates LLC. 'City of Wa eca Historic Context Study." Unpubli shed 
manuscript prepared for the City of Waseca, 20 I 0. 

Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC. "C ity of Waseca Histori c Survey Report." Unpubli shed 
manu cript prepared fo r the City of Waseca, 20 12. 

Waseca County Assessor 's Office. "Tax Asses ment Record ." Paper documents, accessed in 
20 12. 

Waseca County Historica l Society. Histori c photographs on file , various years. 

Waseca Journal . " Bapti t Church old." October 11 , 1905. 

Wingerd , Mary Lethert. North Country: The Making of Minnesota. Minneapo li s: Uni ver ity 
of Minnesota Press, 20 I 0. 
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Waseca Commercial Historic District 
Name of Property 

Previous documentation on file ( PS): 

Waseca County, Minnesota 
County and State 

__ preliminary determination of individual Ii ting (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
__ prev iously li sted in the National Register 
__ prev iously determined eli gible by the National Register 
__ des ignated a National Historic Landmark 
__ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # _____ _ 
__ recorded by Hi storic American Engineering Record # ____ _ 
__ recorded by Hi toric American Landscape Survey # ____ _ 

Primary location of additional data: 
State Historic Preservation Office 

__ Other State agency 
__ Federa l agency 
__ Local government 
__ Un ivers ity 
._X_Other 

Name of repository: Waseca County Historical ociety 

Historic Resources Survey umber (if assigned): __ W~E~--W~ S~C~-~8~34 ______ _ 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property approximate ly 9.5 

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84: -----
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
I. Latitude: Longitude: 

2. Latitude: Longitude: 

3. Latitude: Longitude: 

4. Latitude: Longitude: 

ections 9-end page 9 
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Waseca Commercial Historic District 
Name of Property 

Or 
UTM References 
Datum (indicated on USGS map) : 

0NAD 1927 or NAO 1983 

I. Zo ne: 15 Easting: 4593 86 

2. Zone: asting: 

3. Zone: Easting: 

4. Zone: Ea ting: 

Waseca County, Minnesota 
County and State 

orthing: 4880647 

orthing: 

orthing: 

011hing: 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
From the southwest corner of 3rd Ave E and 2nd Street E, then south to the property I ine 
of 2 17 2 nd treet E, then west to the a ll ey between State Street 011h and 2nd Street E, 
then south to the center back property line of 204 State Street North then east to 2nd Street 

E, then so uth to 2nd Ave E, then west to the alley between tate Street orth and 2nd 
Street E, then south on the alley to 2nd A venue SE, continue south to the so utheast corner 
of I IO 2nd A venue SE, then west to the we t ide of State Street South, then south to the 
railroad tracks, then west a long the north s ide o f the railroad tracks to 2nd Street SW , then 
north to the no11hwest corner of 308 State treet , then ea t to a long the property I ine of 
308 State Street S for approximately I 00 feet, then in a northwesterly direct ion to 2nd Ave 
SW approximately 50 feet from the northeast corner of 200 State treet S, then north on the 
alley to 2nd Ave NW, then west on 2nd Ave W to the so uth west corne r of 11 6 2nd Ave 

W, then north to the not1hwest corner of I 16 2nd Ave NW, then ea t to the alley between 
tate treet orth and 2nd Street W, then no rth to the northwest corner of 2 15 State Street 
orth, then east to State treet, then no1th to 3rd A venue E, then east to the place of 

beginning. 

Boundary Justification (Exp la in w hy the boundaries were se lected.) 
The boundary includes e ight city blocks, in who le or in part, mainly frontin g on State Street 
and including porti ons of adjacent blocks on 2nd Avenue SE, 2nd Avenue E, 2nd Avenue 

W, and 2nd Street NE. T he boundary bisects the property at 206 Sta te Street South , 
Bostford Lumber. While a ll buildings assoc iated w ith the property are noncontributing, the 
fo ur on the western half of the parcel cou ld be reasonab ly omitted from the boundary. The 
hi toric di trict en om pas all of th r so urc s hi storica ll y rel ated to Waseca' hi toric 
comm ercial di strict that reta in integrity. 

Sections 9-end page I 0 
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Name of Property 

11. Form Prepared By 

Waseca County, Minnesota 
County and State 

name/titl e: Andrew Schmidt w ith co ntributi ons by Mo ll y Patterson-Lund gren, WSB 
ngineering 

organi zat ion: treamline Assoc iates, LLC 
street & number: 400 S. 4th Street Suite 400-207 
c ity or town: Minneapolis 
e-ma il aschmidt@streamlineassociate .net 
te lephone: 6 12-845-4788 
date: Au oust 9 20 19 

Add itiona l Documentation 

state: -'--'-M-'-"-'------ z ip code: 554 15 

ubmit the fo llowing item w ith the completed form: 

• Maps: A USGS map or eq ui va lent (7.5 o r 15 minute seri es) indicating th e property's 
location. 

• Sketch map for hi storic di stri cts and properti es hav ing large acreage or numerous 
resources. Key a ll photographs to this map. 

• Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, T PO, o r FPO fo r any additi onal items.) 

Photographs 
ubmit c lear and de cripti ve photographs. The size of each image mu t be l 600x 1200 pixels 

(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log. For implicity, the name of the photographer, photo 
date, etc. may be li sted once on the photograph log and doesn ' t need to be labeled on every 
photograph. 

Photo Log 

Name of Property: Waseca Commercia l Hi toric Di strict 
C ity o r Vicinity: Waseca 
Co unty: Waseca State: Minnesota 
Photographer: A ndrew Schmidt 
Date Photographed: December 2, 20 17 (fie ld verifi ed by SHPO staff September 20 19) 

Sections 9-end page I I 
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Waseca Commercial Historic District Waseca County, Minnesota 
County and State Name of Property 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera : 

I of 18. 
2 of 18. 
3 of 18. 
4 of 18. 
5 of 18. 
6 of 18. 
7 of 18. 
8 of 18. 
9 of 18. 

10 of 18. 

11 of 18. 

12 of 18. 

13 of 18. 
14 of 18. 

15 of 18. 

16 of 18. 

17 of 18. 

18 of I 8. 

State Street at 2nd A venue Southeast, looking north-northwest. 
tate Street from south of Elm Avenue, looking southeast. 

State Street from north of Elm A venue, looking southeast. 
State Street fro m north of Elm Avenue, looking southwest. 
State Street at Elm A venue, lookin g northeast. 
State Street from north of 2nd Avenue ortheast/Northwest, looking southwest. 
State Street from 2nd A venue Northeast, looking north we t. 
State treet from 2nd Avenue orthwe t, looking northeast. 
Examples of contributing two-story building , I 00-104 tate treet outh , looking 
northwest. 
Examples of contributing two-story buildings, 202-206 State Street orth, looking 
east. 
Example of contributing two-story building, 110- 11 2 tate Street South , looking 
west. 
Example of contributing two-and-a-half-sto ry building, 117 State Street South, 
Sheridan House/Waverl y Hote l, look ing northeast. 
Example of contributing one-story building, 108 State treet South , looking west. 
Example of contributing mid-century building, 201 State Street South, looking 
southeast. 
Example of contributing building, alterations during pe ri od of signifi cance, IO I 
State Street South , looking east. 
Example of noncontr ibuting bui !ding, alterations after period of sign ifi cance, 2 12 

tate Street orth, looking west. 
xample of noncontributing building, building post-dating period of signifi cance 

1 18 State Street orth, looking west. 
Chicago and orthwestern Depot, 308 State Street South , looking northwest. 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties , and to amend existing listings. Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Histori c Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq .). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time 
for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form . Direct comments regarding this 
burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 
C. Street, NW, Washington , DC. 

Sections 9-end page 12 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number ---7 Page 1 

Waseca Commercial Historic District ·--------------------------------
Name of Property 
Waseca , Minnesota ·------------------------------------------------------
County and State 

Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

The Waseca Commercial Historic Di tri ct is large ly ori ented to State Street (ori ginally known as 2nd 
Street), which extends three and a half blocks south fro m 3rd Avenue E/N W with in the di stri ct 
boundary. 1 The hi stori c di strict is compri ed mainly of buildings fro nting on tate treet. In addition, 
everal building fronting on 2nd Avenue E, 2nd Avenue N W, and 2nd Avenue SE, as well as one on 

2nd Street , arc within the hi stori c di stri ct. Hi tor ica lly, Elm Avenue was also U.S. 14 and prov ided 
the main access into downtown before the highway was rerouted in the 1990 . The parcels fro nting on 
State Street are ori ented east-we t and are 130 feet deep with north-south alleys at the back of the lots. 

Waseca ' s treet were laid out in the original plat of 1867, genera ll y in a north-south and east-west grid. 
Within the hi stori c di strict, however, State Street is on a s lightly southwest-northeast axis. During the 
last quarter of the nineteenth century, as the city was expanding, its commercial core refl ected the 
increa ing prosperi ty of the larger agricul tura l and industri al community, e tab Ii hi ng it elf as a Rail road 
Hub in 1877. During thi s time, buildings began to tran ition from wood frame with fa lse fronts to brick 
constructi on, often two stori es. Between 1900 and 1929, the city and its economy continued to expand 
and di ver ify. The buildings constructed in the hi stori c di stri ct during thi s period typica lly were larger 
than earli er buildings . Some were built specifica lly fo r banks, which were both sources and benefi ciari e 
of loca l prosperi ty as wa the new, brick pas enger depot. Others were built to se ll new products and 
service li ke fa rm machinery and automobiles. Many of the two- tory building from both period had 
pace on the second fl oor fo r offi ces and small service busine es like tail ors, dressmakers, and lawyers. 

Other two-story buildings were des igned with apartments or meeting ha ll s on the second fl oor (F igures I 
& 2) . 

The peri od beginning in 1930 refl ects the constra int of the Great Depress ion and the ad vent of nati onal 
reta il ers in the commercial di strict. A few new buildings were constructed in the 1930s (F igure 3 & 4) . 
Another wave of development occurred in the yea rs fo ll owing World War II , refl ecting an era of nati onal 
growth and prosperity_ These changes occurred th ro ugh the 1950s and early I 960s, when some older 
buildings were replaced with new construction or were given updated fa9ade to attract new businesses 
(F igure 5- 10). 

Construction post-war utilized a modern design including angul ar clean line , large plate glass windows 
framed with thin aluminum bands and li ght-co lored brick and stone. ew construction within the district 
was all but complete by the early 1970s although modernization of ex isting buildings continued at a 
slower pace. The 1970s and 80s saw the infilling of tran om and di splay windows and continued effo rts 
to remove or cover ornamentati on of prev ious eras. Construction acti vity slowed as reta i I was deve loped 
outside of the downtown and then in other cities in the region. These new option enti ced hopper away 
from downtown Waseca and its once prominent ro le as commercial center fo r the community ceased. 

All of the buildings in the hi storic di strict have been altered to some degree, refl ecting the changing 
needs of commerce. Typica lly, these include change to the storefronts or the installation of new 
storefronts. Second story windows of buildings have often been replaced by aluminum and gla s ash 
and have been install ed within parti ally infilled original openings. Many cornices have been modified, 

1 Downtown Wa eca is d iv ided into quadrants for purposes of street nu mbering: State Street being the division between east 
and west and Elm Avenue be ing the di vision betwee n north and south. 
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Waseca Commercial Historic District 
Name of Property 

_Waseca, Minnesota---------·-················-··········· 
County and State 

Name of multiple li sting (if appl icable) 

and some have been removed. Signs have been changed regularl y to refl ect changing tenants, and 
canopies have been added over the storefronts. It should be noted that some of the alterati ons, 
particularl y removal of cornices and part ial in fi 11 ing of wi ndow occurred during the late 1940s and 
1950s in efforts to moderni ze buildings. These changes were made during the peri od of signifi cance of 
the distri ct and, are genera lly considered hi tor ic. 

1) 110 2nd Avenue Northeast 
Waseca Telephone Company 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1898 

Thi s single-story, brick commercial building faces north onto 2nd Avenue ortheast. It s it on a rai sed, 
rock-faced stone fo undation with regular coursing on the main fac;ade and random length stones on the 
east elevation at the all ey. The wa ll s are red brick set in a running bond with a shallow, corbell ed brick 
parapet. There is a recessed, rai sed entry at the north elevation' center with a modern glass and 
aluminum door. The door i reached via fo ur stone steps and the entry is covered with a ri gid domed 
awning. The entry bay is fl anked by two, large, plate-glass windows with stone ill and metallic fram es 
under hallow brick arches. Two basement window openings on the north elevation have been fill ed in 
with random coursed stone. The east elevation at the all ey has been stuccoed and painted with a wa ll 
sign for the current busines . A ba ement window on the east elevation has been fill ed in with concrete 
block and there is a basement access through a meta l utility door. 

The building wa constructed circa 1898 and was li sted as a te lephone company between 1899 and 1933 
when it appears as the offi ce of Harry G. Myers. It wa li sted again as the Waseca Te lephone Company 
in 1955 , fo ll owed by orth western Bell Telephone in 1960. By 1979, the building was Lord 's Hair 
Salon.2 

2) 111 2nd Avenue ortheast 
Hagen Building 
l Contributing Building 
Circa 1900 

This single-story, Romanesque Rev ival commercia l building faces south onto 2nd Avenue Northeast. A 
modern anod ized al uminu m fram d d or, ithin th r d ntry, i located sli ghtly to the west of the 
center with a single window to its left and a pa ired window to its ri ght. The fac;ade is brick set in a 
running bond and the foundat ion i stone with small windows infilled with gla block. The entry sits 

2 Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC," ity of Wa eca Historic Context Study," un publi shed manu cript prepared fo r the City 
ofWa eca, 20 10; Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form, WE-WSC-807; Sanborn Fire Insurance Map Company, 
Waseca, Waseca County, Minnesota ew York: anborn Map Company, 1884): Sheet I ; 1889: Sheet 3, 1894 : Sheet 3, 
1899: Sheet 3, 1904 : Sheet 3, 19 10: Sheet 4, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Wa eca County Assessor 's Office, 
Tax A sessment Record : 20 12. 
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fo ur tep above grade below a round , brick-arch et on brick pi I asters with tone. A low parapet with 
stone coping ri ses above a cornice with dentils and a stone band. The double window to the east has a 
carved tone architrave, a stone sill and modern, anodized meta l frames. The single window to the west 
has similar deta iling. The fa;ade is enlivened at the central bay and corner pilasters with quo in . The 
side and rear elevations have been stuccoed and the segmenta l arch window openings have been infilled 
with tuccoed panels and glas block. 

The bui lding was built circa 1900 and was utili zed as an offi ce from its construction to at least 1944. At 
the time of li st ing it is occupied by the offices of attorney Bradley, Berkland, Hagen and Herbst, LLC. 3 

3) 117 2nd Avenue Northeast 
Johnson Woodworking 
1 Contributing building 
1929 

This com mercial bui lding presents two bays: the bay to the west has two stories, and the bay to the east 
has one tory. Both face south onto 2nd Avenue ortheast. The fo undation is not vi ibl e. The 
storefront's wa ll are red brick et in a running bond with two decorative bands of bricks set as so ldiers 
above the first leve l windows. The rema ining wa ll s are bui lt of t ile block. The western bay has a stepped 
parapet with ti le coping, and the ea tern bay has a hi gh parapet, also with ti le cop ing. Behind the 
parapets, the two-sto ry portion of the building ha a gabled roof covered with asphalt shingles, and the 
one- tory portion has a flat roof. Both the ea t and we t portions retain their original wi ndow and door 
open ings. The western bay has an entrance flanked by wide idelights that have been fill ed in with wood 
panels and a transom infilled with a wood pane l. The eastern bay ha a single entrance that has been 
fill ed in with a wood pane l. There is a three-light disp lay window with a brick sill and meta lli c frames 
on the western bay while the eastern section has a fo ur-light disp lay window with a brick sill and 
meta lli c frames. The transom windows over both the east- and west-bay windows are filled with the 
same wood paneling as the door area. The basement window openings have been fill ed in and covered 
with grates . 

Thi s building was constructed in 1929 and was occupied by Johnson's Woodwork Shop during the 
1930s through 1950s and by Win-A-Mer Woodworking in 1960. 

4) 123 2nd Aven ue ortheast 
Draheim Dairy Building 
1 Contributing building 
Circa 1930 

3 Thomas R. Zahn , 20 IO; Minnesota Archi tecture-History Inventory Fo rm, WE-W C-8 1 O; Sanborn 19 10: Sheet 4, 19 19: 
Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor's Office 20 12. 
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Thi s one-story commercial bui lding faces south onto 2nd Avenue ortheast. The ye llow-brick building 
has a low parapet with tile cop ing and a fl at roof. The fo undation is not vi ibl e. Three single bands of red 
brick cross the storefront below a fl at, projecting stone canopy above the entrance and window . Two 
sets of modern , double-casement windows with brick si It s fl ank the entry. The entry is located left-of-
center one step above grade with a replacement door and an in -fi ll ed tran om. A one-story, flat-roofed 
addition extends to the east, which was constructed in the 1980s as an office. The building was 
constructed circa 1930 fo r Draheim 's Dairy. 

The dairy was purcha ed by Jo eph Monahan in 1959 who chang d the name to Go lden Dairy and later 
to Monahan' s Dairy.4 By 196 1, the dairy had moved and the offi ce of Donahue Real Estate occupied the 
building. 5 By 1979 Mi ll er's Hair Hut occupied the building, which is till present in 20 19 along with 
Thri vent Financial which is located in the addition. 

5) 108 2nd Avenue orthwest 
Lewer Liquor Store 
1 Contributing Building 
1949 

This one-story commercial building faces south onto 2nd Aven ue Northwest. The building shares the Art 
Deco character of the adjo ining building at 20 I State Street North. The fo undation is poured concrete, 
and the wall s are clad with a veneer of smoothly fini shed tone. A parapet wall step upwa rd toward the 
east. The south elevati on has a five-light commercia l window on the left and an entry on the right. The 
window has an anod ized meta lli c frame and an in-fi lled transom , and the entry has a glass door with an 
anod ized metalli c frame and an in-filled transom. 

This building wa bui lt in 1949 as a bar, and by 1960, it was the location fo r the Lewer Liquor Store.6 

6) 110 2nd Avenue orthwest 
Fredrick Cleaners 
1 Contributing Building 
1937 

This one-story commercial building faces south onto 2nd Aven ue Northwest. The wa ll s are red brick set 
in a running bond and topped ith ton coping. Th r ar two, centra lly located entrances di ided b a 
brick pier, and each bay has a two- li ght di splay window with modern , aluminum frames. An in-filled 

4 Obituary of Joseph H. Monahan, Au tin Dai ly Hera ld , March I 0, 2003 https://www.au tindailyherald.com/2003/03/ 
obituari es-for- march- I 0-2003/ 
5 Thomas R. Zahn , 20 I 0; Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Fann, WE-WSC-8 12; Sanborn 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930 : 
Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor' s Office 20 12. 
6 Thomas R. Zahn , 20 I O; Minnesota Architecture-History lnventory Fonn , WE-WSC-813 ; Sanborn 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: 
Sheet 4; Waseca Coun ty Assessor' s Office 20 12. 
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transom pans the entirety of the fa<;ade. The torefront windows have been parti all y infilled with brick, 
and the current di splay windows are alumi num fra med. These a lterations appear to have been completed 
prior to 1960. There i a pl ywood ignboard in an aluminum frame across the fac;:ade and a frame fo r a 
stationary awning. 
Thi s building was con tructed in 193 7 as a retail sto re, and it was occupied by Frederick Cleaners 
between 1948 and 1962. Wally's Cleaners occupied the building from 1965 until 2007.7 

7) 114 2nd Avenue orthwest 
Knutson Plumbing 
1 oncontributing Building 
Circa 1910 

This two-story commercial building faces outh onto 2nd Avenue Northwest. The fac;:ade' s upper level 
has been covered with decorati ve metal panel and the corni ce wrapped in meta l. The second- tory has 
two, single window units with replacement one-over-one sashe . The lower leve l has three replacement 
di play window with anodi zed-aluminum fra mes separated by four pilasters and is covered by stucco. 
The entrance is on the ea t end of the fac;:ade. The fir t story is spanned by a fabric waterfa ll awnin g. 

Thi s building wa built circa 1910 as a garage. It converted to a plumbing shop by 191 9, and it housed 
Ca rl Knutson Plumbing and Heating from at least 193 1 to 1960. By the 1970s Waseca Office Supply 
wa located in the building. 8 Due to substanti al alterations afte r the period of sign ificance, the building is 
considered noncontributing. 

8) 116 2nd Avenue Northwest 
Western States Utilities Company 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1950 

This single-story commercial building face south onto 2nd Avenue orthwest. The building has a fl at 
rooflin e, and the storefront is faced with a mooth stucco with end piers resembling quoin . The 
centra lly located entrance is recessed and fl anked by angled di splay windows with transoms. The door 
and windows are glass with anodized-aluminum fra mes. The bulkhead is adorned with two, rectangular 
frames below each window. 

This building wa built c irca 1950. It housed Western States Utili ties Company in 1955 and Centra l 
Natural Gas Company in 1960. 9 

7 T homas R. Zahn, 20 IO; M innesota Archi tecture-History In ventory Fo rm , WE-WSC-8 14; Sanborn 19 I 9: Sheet 4 , 1930: 
Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Wa eca County Assessor' s Office 201 2. 
8 Thoma R. Zahn, 20 IO ; M innesota Archi tecture-History In ventory Fo rm, WE-WSC-8 16; Sanborn I 899: Sheet 3, I 904: 

heet 3, 19 10: Sheet 4 , 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944 : Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor's Office 20 12. 
9 Thomas R. Zahn , 20 IO; M innesota Architecture-Hi tory In ventory Fo rm, WE-WSC-81 7; Sanborn 1930 : Sheet 4, 1944: 
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This one-story commercial building faces north onto 2nd Avenue Southeast. The building has cream-
co lored brick wa ll s topped with concrete coping. There is a centrally located entrance with a glass-and-
aluminum door fl anked by display windows with alu minum frames. There is a fl at, aluminum canopy 
above the entry. hi building ha imilar brick to 11 0 2nd A enue Southeast and its neighbor at 201 

tate Street South . 

The building was constructed as a commercial building circa 1960 fo r Producti on Credit Association 
who remained in the location fo r 2 years. 

10) 109 2nd Avenue Southeast 
Commercial Building 
1 oncontributing Building 
Circa 1960 

This single-story commerci al building faces south onto 2nd Aven ue outheast. It has a concrete slab 
fo undation and an asymmetrica l, side-gable roof that appears to have been rebuilt in recent years. The 
storefront has been recently refaced with a veneer of variegated brick et in a running bond. The 
entrance i located left-of-center with a glass door with a meta lli c frame that is fl anked by two di play 
windows with meta l I ic frames and inoperable shutters. A backlit signboard is attached to the exterior 
wall west of the entry. The east and west elevations are til e block. The window open ing have been 
infilled with brick, and the gable ends re-clad in corrugated metal panel . This building was constructed 
circa 1960 and has been remodeled in recent years. 10 Due to substanti al alterations after the period of 
signifi cance, the building is considered noncontributing. 

11) 110 2nd Avenue Southeast 
Commercial Building 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1960 

This single-story brick commercial building faces north onto 2nd A venue Southea t. The north elevation 
is faced with cream-colored brick with a pattern of vert ical -brick squares that are banded below a low 
parapet topped with coping wrapped in metal cladding. Behind the parapet, the building has a gabled 
roof covered with a phalt shingle . The remaining wa ll s are covered with a smooth stucco. There is a 

Sheet 4; Wa eca County Assessor 's Office 2012. 
'
0 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 IO; Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form, WE-WSC-819; Sanborn 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: 

Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor's Office 201 2. 
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centra lly located entrance with a glass-and-a luminum door with sidelights and transom. The entry i 
flanked by double window units with metallic frame . This building ha imilar brick to 108 2nd Avenue 
Southea t and 20 I tate Street South. 

The building has been used for office space since its constructi on circa 1960. 11 It wa the home of 
Production Cred it Assoc iati on from 1963- 1979. 

12) 203 Second Street ortheast 
Draheim Garage 
1 Noncontributing Building 
1954 

This single-story commercial bu ilding faces east onto Second Street ortheast. The wa ll s are brick set in 
a running bond with a low parapet and corni ce wrapped with metal. The entrance is centered with a glas 
door with a meta l frame and is flanked by double wi ndow uni ts with metalli c frames and cast stone sill s. 
A fi xed awn ing pans the front elevation. 

The building was built in 1954 a a garage for the nex t door Draheim Dairy. In the 1970s it was the 
location of Smi tty' s Garage and serves as the office for Ameriprise Financia l in 2019. 12 Alteration dates 
to the building are unknown but its use as a garage is no longer di scern ible. Due to substantial alteration 
after the period of significance, the bui lding i considered noncontributing. 

13) 111 Elm Avenue West 
Carl's Hamburger Shop 
1 oncontributing Building 
1927, 1947 

This one-story commercial bui lding was built as a restaurant in 1927. It was expanded to the east in 1947 
directly abutt ing it to the rear of Didra Drug Store at I 00 State Street outh (F igure 11 ). At th is time, a 
new symmetrical fayade storefront was constructed. Window and door openings have been retained from 
the 1947 modifi cations including a centered entry with transom (later rep laced with a commercial glass 
and alumi num frame door and transom) which is flanked by two commercial window . Two side parapet 
wa ll s, which extended at the northeast and northwest corners of the building, have been removed and a 
flat meta l cop ing now extends across the entire front of the building. A new textured, concrete block 
veneer replaced the prev iou ye llov glazed brick surface; the west and south wa ll s still show the 
prev ious til e block construction. Due to substanti al alterat ions after the period of significance, the 
building is considered noncontributing. 

11 T homas R. Za hn, 20 IO; Minnesota Architecture-H istory In ventory Form, WE-WSC-820; Sanborn 1919: Sheet 4, 1930: 
Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assesso r' s Office 20 12. 
12 T homas R. Zahn, 20 IO; Minnesota Archi tecture-History Inventory Form, WE-WSC-795; Sanborn 1919: Sheet 4, 1930: 
Shee t 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assesso r' s Office 20 12. 
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When constructed in 1927, the building was Carl 's Hamburger Shop whi ch became Carl' s Snack Shop 
in 1947. The building later (c irca 1950s) was used as a barber shop 13 and in 20 19 it houses Ward House 
Brewery. 

14) 100 State Street North 
First ational Bank 
1 Contributing Building 
1903 

Th i two-story brick commercia l building is located on the co rner of Elm Aven ue East and State Street 
orth with its primary fa9ade fac ing west onto State Street orth. There have been few alterations to this 

building after the period of significance. The Renaissance Rev iva l building's primary fa9ade is three 
bays wide and clad in cream-colored brick and finished stone with a parapet. A brick cornice span the 
western and southern elevation . The lower leve l of the western fa9ade i clad with a finished stone 
veneer. A centrally located entrance has a pediment framed by Doric co lumns and pila ters and a modern 
glass-and-stee l door. The entrance is flanked by large com merc ial windows with modern meta l frames. 
The second story of the west elevation ha four windows with rou nd brick arches and stone sill s. The 
south elevation, whi ch stretches eleven bays down Elm A ven ue E, has windows with flat stone I in tel s 
and si ll s on the first and second levels. The outh elevati on has a sli ghtly projecting bay with a recessed 
entry beneath a round brick arch and an arched , double window unit on the second story. The east 
elevation is covered with stucco with segmenta l-arch windows and an entry. 

The building wa con tructed in 1903 for the First ational Bank. Other occupants included a 
barbershop in the basement and a pub I ic I ibrary at the rear. By 191 9 bank offices had replaced the 
library, and by 1930, the barber hop had been rep laced with a retai l store. The First ational Bank 
remained here until 197 1. The Waseca Emporium occupied the space along with the Centra l atura l Gas 
Company and a travel agency in the 1970 . There also was an optometrist and beauty center on the 
second floor in the mid- I 970s. 14 

15) 101 State Street orth 
First National Bank 
1 oncontributing Building 
1962,1996 

Th is one-story bank building is located on the corner of Elm Avenue West and State treet North with 
its primary fa9ade fac ing east onto State Street North. Faced with brown brick, the building has a 
shall ow corbell ed corn ice and square towers at the southeast and southwest corners. On the primary 

13 Thomas R. Zahn , 20 10; Minnesota Architecture-History In ventory Fonn, WE-W C-805 ; Sanborn 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: 
Sheet 4; Waseca County As essor ' s Office 20 12. 
14 Thomas R. Zahn , 20 IO ; Minnesota Architecture-History In ventory Form, WE-WSC-007; Sanborn 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: 
Sheet 2, 19 10: Sheet 2, 1919: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor ' s Office 20 12. 
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(east) elevati on, an inset entry bay has double doors and com mercial windows and transoms, a ll with 
anodi zed-alum inum frames. orth of the entry bay, an inset section i clad \i ith smooth stone panels and 
meta l lettering, " First ational Bank." On the south elevat ion, a continuous row of windows and row 
transo m , all framed in anod ized aluminum are separated by a band of brick. 

The building was constructed in 1962, and in 1996, the fac;ades were modernized and the bui lding 
ex panded. Due to ubstantial alterat ions after the period of significance, the bu ilding is cons idered 
noncontributing. 15 

16) 102 State Street North 
Leuthold Building 
1 Contributing Building 
1908 

This two-story commercial building faces west onto State Street North. The vernacular block is faced 
with cream-colored brick. The storefront con ists of a recessed entrance located slightly north of center 
and flanked by aluminum-framed di sp lay windows. The bulkhead is painted brick, and the pier are 
cream-colored brick. An entrance to the second story i on the storefront 's south side. On the second 
story fo ur evenly spaced windows have stone sill s and double-hung replacement sashes. There is a low 
parapet with meta l cop ing and a rai ed brick frame and panel of s lightly darker bricks below the roofl ine 
on the west side. A fi xed fabric awn ing spans the western storefront. The north elevati on is clad in 
common brick and the rear i covered with stucco with a single entrance. 

Thi s building was constructed in 1908 and housed a dry goods store by 19 10. By 1920 the building was 
occupied by a clothing, boots, and shoes store, and during the 1930s, it became Leuthold s Cloth ing and 

hoes. The clothier Street Clair & Kastel le was located here between 1956 and the 1980s. 16 There 
appear to be few alterations to th is bu ilding after the period of ign ificance. 

17) 104 State Street orth 
Waseca Liquor 
1 Noncontributing Building 
1870 

This one-story commerc ial building is the earliest extant building in Waseca. However, the storefront 
has been covered with wood panel siding and the ori ginal window and door opening altered. There is a 
modern , fiberglass door is on the north end and two, square commercia l windows to the outh with 
modern metal frames. The rear elevation ha similar wood-panel siding and a modern fiberglass door 

15 Thomas R. Zahn , 20 IO; Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Fo rm, WE-WSC-742; Waseca County Assessor's Office 
2012. 
16 Thomas R. Zahn , 20 IO; Mi nnesota Architecture-History In ventory Form, WE-WSC-743 ; Sanborn 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: 
Sheet 2, 19 10: Sheet 2 , 19 19: heet 4, 1930 : Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor ' s Office 20 12. 
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and a double window unit with vinyl, slider sa hes. A metal , standing earn shed roof slopes from the 
front to the rear. 

Th is building was constructed in 1870 and wa occupied by a jewelry store, a grocer, and clothier 
between 1884 and approx imately 1890. By 1899 it was a millinery shop before becoming a jeweler again 
between 19 10 and ci rca 1950. Wa eca Liquor was located here through the 1960s 17 fo ll owed by 
Farmers Insurance. Due to substantial alterations after the period of signifi cance, the building is 
considered noncontributi ng. 

18) 106-108 State Street North 
McIntire Drug Store 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1884, 1894, 1966 

I 06 tate Street North is a two-story building and faces west onto State Street North. The storefront is 
faced with a cream-colored brick and has a corbell ed cornice and low parapet with meta l coping. A 
recessed entrance i centered at street leve l. The building's original, single entrance has been replaced 
with a double door and the angled storefront window to the outh has been removed. An entrance to the 
second story is located at the south side of the storefront. A II doors and wi ndows have anodized-
aluminum frames. The bulkhead and piers are clad with enameled meta l panels. Three evenly spaced 
windows on the second story have brick sill s and one-over-one window with meta l sashes. The 
building's rear elevation is covered with tucco and has replacement window sashes and doors with 
metal frames. 

I 06 tate Street orth was constructed in 1894 as a confect ionery shop. The building was occupied by a 
restaurant, a reta i !er of cigars in the later 1890s and by 1910 was a notion hop. By the 1930s it was the 
location of The Eat Shop Cafe & Bakery, wh ich occupied the location through the 1950 . McIntire 
Drugs moved into the location in 196 1. It expanded to the north (108 State Street orth) in 1966. 

I 08 State Street North is a one-story building and faces west onto State treet North. The building has a 
variegated brick fa<;:ade with a simple cornice and low parapet topped with tile coping. The original 
entrance and commerc ial windows have been replaced with a large, three- li ght di sp lay window with 
metal frames that spans the enti re torefront. The rear elevat ion is covered with stucco . 

I 08 tate Street or h wa o upi db a aloon byl 894. In 19 19 it housed a grocery store, a use that 
wou ld remain at this locati on fo r some years. In 1930 the building was occupied by the Town Market 
Grocery and later Sterling and Popp Meats and Groceries. Mclntire 's Drug expanded from the adjacent 
building in 1966. 18 

17 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 10; Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form, WE-W C-744; Sanborn 1884: heet I ; 1889: 
Sheet 2, 1894: Sheet 2, 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: Sheet 2, 1910: Sheet 2, 1919: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca 

aunty A sessor's Office 20 12. 
18 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 IO; Mi nnesota Architecture-History Inventory Fom1, WE-WSC-746; anborn 1884: Sheet I ; 1889: 
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Built separate ly, I 06 and I 08 State Street o rth were constructed between 1884 and 1894. They 
remained separate in the early years of the di stri ct ' s period of s ignificance, be ing comb ined in 1966. 
A lthough both sto refronts have been a ltered, the changes were completed within the period of 
s ignifi cance when McIntire Drugs expanded from I 06 into I 08 (F igure 12). Change include major 
storefront fa9ade mod ifi cations such as remova l of a decorative parapet wa ll on I 08 and a cornice on 
I 06, and the add ition of a flat metal canopy and s ignboard. 

19) 110 State Street orth 
Security State Bank 
1 Contributing Building 
1917 

This one-story, ea-Class ica l Rev ival , commercial building faces west onto tate Street orth. The 
building reta in much of its ori g inal deta iling. The fa9ade is framed by w ide pilasters and features a 
centrally located entrance with a heavy door surro und topped by a scro ll ed cartouche. The entrance is 
fl anked by large, commerci a l w indows. A band of seven Prairi e Style stained glass windows surmount 
the entrance and commercia l w indows. The doors and w indows all have modern , anod ized-aluminum 
fram es . The building i faced in fini shed stone. A classical cornice with dentil s span the fa9ade be low a 
low parapet. A mid-century, enameled, e lectrifi ed s ign reading " Liquors" projects from the fa9ade above 
the entry. The rear e levation ha an entrance and a modern, enclosed outdoor deck. 

Th i building was con tructed in 1917 for the Security State Bank and operated as a bank through at 
least 1944. By 1954, it became a tavern and liquor store ca lled Barden ' sand the occupants operate under 
thi name today. 19 

20) 111 State Street orth 
McLoone Building 
1 Noncontributing Building 
1886 

T hi s two-story Ita li anate commercia l building faces east onto State Street o rth . T he fa9ade was re-
faced w ith var iegated bricks sometime after 1983 with a stone band spanning the fa9ade beneath the 
upper sto ry windows. T he storefront consists of a recessed entrance at the center flanked by di splay 
w indows, which are set upon modern stone ill and low, bri ck bu lkheads. The sto refront is spanned by a 
seri es of large, transom windows and fram ed by brick pi er set upon stone bases. The building has its 
o ri g inal pressed metal cornice w ith modilli ons and large brackets at the ends. There are two second-story 

Sheet 2, 1894 : Sheet 2, 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: Sheet 2, 19 10: Sheet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca 
County Assessor' s Office 20 12. 
19 Thomas R. Zahn , 20 IO; Mi nnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form, WE-WSC-008; Sanborn 1884: Sheet I; 1889: 
Sheet 2, 1894: Sheet 2, 1899: Sheet 2, 1904 : Sheet 2, 19 10: Sheet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca 
County Assessor' s Office 20 12. 
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window openings with paired windows and transoms and tone ill . Origina ll y rectangular, each of 
these window openings is now segmenta l arched which wa done at the time of refacing. The windows 
and doors throughout are modern replacement with anod ized-a luminum frames. The building's rear has 
two stepped additions covered wi th stucco and two entrances. 

This building was constructed in 1886 and was occupied by a dry goods store from its construction 
through at least 1899. The bu i Id ing housed a bank in 1904, a tobacco shop in I 91 0, and by 1919, a 
clothing, boot and shoe store. It was occupied by Guyer's Clothing Store in 1928, Guyer and Martinson 
in 1940, and Guyer and Lar on b 1950. Larson Clothing was located her in 1960. The building was 
occupied by Montgomery Ward during the I 970s. 20 Due to ub tantia l alterations after the peri od of 
signifi cance, the building is considered noncontributing. 

21) 112 State Street North 
Thering's Variety Store 
1 Contributing Building 
1913 

Thi one-story commercial building faces we t onto State treet orth. The bu il ding is faced in brown 
brick and has four decorative inset panels in the parapet. The storefront ori ginally had two recessed 
entrances fl anking a di splay wi ndow. Currentl y, only the southern entrance is intact, and three large 
commercial windows extend to the north. The bulkhead and a row of transom windows have been 
covered with wood panel ing. All windows and doors have anodized-aluminum fram es. The building 
maintains its ti led cop ing and modest, decorative brick detailing. The rear e levation i faced with 
common brick and has three window openings that have been covered with wood paneling. 

Thi s build ing was bui lt in 1913 and was occupied by a pool hall by 19 19. Between the 1930s and the 
1960s it was occupied by a number of retai lers, including Ben Franklin , the Burg Company, Johnson 
Variety Store, and Thering's Variety Store. The photographer Huneke Studio was located here from the 
1970s through 1983. 21 

22) 113 State Street orth 
Montgomery Ward 's Catalog Store 
1 Contributing Building 
1886,1956 

20 Thoma R. Zahn, 20 IO; Minnesota Architectu re-History Inventory Form, WE-W C-74 7; Sanborn 1884: Sheet I ; 1889: 
Sheet 2, 1894: Sheet 2, 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: Sheet 2, 19 10: Sheet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 193 0: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca 
County A essor' s Office 20 12. 
21 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 IO; Minnesota Architecture-Hi story Inventory Form, W E-WSC-748; Sanborn 1904: Sheet 2, 19 10 : 
Sheet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assesso r' s Office 20 12. Waseca Herald , June 7 1956. 
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The storefront ha a central recessed entra nce fl anked by di splay windows. The door and windows have 
extruded aluminum frames, and the bulkhead has been covered with stucco. The current storefront date 
from the 195 6 modernization with the fa9ade' s s ide piers dating to the ea rlier period . The building's rear 
is covered with a smooth stucco and three window openings with segmental arches have been infilled. A 
single entry is located at the center. 

Thi s building housed a grocery store after its construction. In 1899 a retailer se lling boots and shoe and 
later a dry goods store was located here. It had become a billiard hall by 19 19, was occupied by the 

at ional Tea grocery store at the end of the 1930s and Western Auto in the mid-I 940s. A Montgomery 
Ward 's Catalog Store was located here from the 1950 th rough the 1970 .22 

I 13 State Street North i the southernmost of three, adj acent single-story buildings con tructed a 
separate storefronts but at the same time and with the same des ign . The other two buildings can be found 
at 11 5 and 117 State Street orth , directly north of the subject property. All three bui ldings ori ginally 
had Jta li anate detailing, including triangul ar pediments and corbell ed brickwo rk all of which wa 
removed or covered in 1956 (F igure 13). Thi s building, like the others in the group, i brick and faces 
east onto State Street North . As noted above, original ornamentation above the storefront has been 
removed, and a fl at stucco veneer covers anything that remain of the tra nsoms, sign panel , and 
pediments. 

23) 115 State Street North 
Hanks Place 
1 Contributing Building 
1886,1956 

I 15 tate Street orth has a rece ed entrance which i centrally located and fl anked by di splay 
windows. The glass door and windows have extruded aluminum frames, and a fl at metal canopy spans 
the storefront. Angled bulkheads and piers are clad with corrugated, metalli c paneling. The rear 
elevation is covered with stucco and has a projecting vestibule with a gabled roof and a metal door. 

Lt housed a grocery store after its construction and was subsequently occupied by a va ri ety of bu inesses, 
including a dry goods store in 1904, a cigar shop in 19 10, and a sa loon in 19 19. It continued to operate 
as a store during the 193 0s and 1940s. The building wa occupied by Hanks Place in 1956 and then by 
Sieverts Jewelry Store in 1967 from which the current angled bulkhead and storefront configuration 
likely dates. In 20 19 Daniel J. Johnson Accoun ting occupied the space. 

11 5 State Street orth is the middle of three, adj acent single-story buildings constructed as separate 
storefronts but at the same time and with the same des ign. The other two buildings can be fo und at 11 3 
and 117 State Street North , directly north and south of the subject property. All three buildings originally 

22 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 IO; M innesota Archi tecture-History Inventory Fo rm, WE-WSC-749; Sanborn 1884: Sheet I ; 1889 : 
Sheet 2, 1894: Sheet 2, 1899 : Sheet 2, 1904: Sheet 2, 19 10: Sheet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 193 0: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca 
Coun ty Assessor's Office 201 2. Waseca Hera ld , June 7 1956. 
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had Italianate detailing, including triangular pediments and corbell ed brickwork which was removed or 
covered in 1956 (F igure 13). Thi building, like the others in the group, i brick and faces east onto State 
Street North. As noted above, original ornamentation above the storefront has been removed, and a brick 
veneer covers anything that remains of the tran oms, sign panels, and pediments. 

24) 117 State Street North 
Clappers Variety 
1 Contributing Buildings 
1886, 1956 

117 State Street North has storefront piers and bulkhead clad with stone veneer. The entrance, flu sh with 
the storefront, was moved after 1956 from the center and is now located at the extreme outh. There are 
three di play windows to the north. The windows and door are replacements with bronzed anod ized-
aluminum frames. A framed , fabric awning pans the storefront. The rear has a stepped, two-story 
add ition. The window openings have been infilled with concrete block, stucco, or glass block. There is 
also an entrance with a modern , metal door. 

Thi building hou ed a grocery store and sa loon after it con truction. It was subseq uently occupied by a 
vari ety of businesse , including a grocery store in 1904, a pool ha ll in 1910, and a hardware store in 
1919. In 1956 it wa Clappers Variety and then Stucky's Drug store which expanded into the space in 
the 1960s from the adjacent building to the north (11 9 State treet orth). After the drug store clo ed in 
I 980, the internal connection to its neighbor were sea led . The two building function today as they did 
when they were built, as two eparate businesses. In 20 19 the building is occup ied by the Waseca Fami ly 
Chiropractic Clinic. 

The northernmost of three adjacent single- tory bui I dings constructed as eparate torefronts but at the 
same time and with the same design. As with it neighbors on both sides this building had Italianate 
deta iling, including triangular pediments and corbell ed brickwork which was removed or covered in 
1956 (F igure I 3). While there have been some add itional modifications since then , all three fa<;;ades have 
integrity from prior to 1969 and are therefore contributing to the historic di strict. As noted above, 
original ornamentat ion above the torefront ha been removed, and a flat stucco veneer covers anyth ing 
that remains of the tran oms, ign panels, and pediments. 

25) 119 State Street orth 
Stucky's Drug Store 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1900 

This single-story commercial building face ea t onto State treet orth. It was constructed in 1900 as a 
drug tore (Figure 13). The ori ginal parapet above the storefront has been removed. Flat stucco veneer 
covers the transom, sign panel , and pediment. The storefront piers and bulkhead have been clad with 
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stone veneer. Thi s moderni zati on occurred along with the three buildings to the south in 1956. There is a 
small sign board located above a fi xed canvas awning. The doors and windows are modern replacements 
with bronze colored anodized-aluminum frame . The storefront, which includes the entry, commerci al 
windows, and bulkheads, has been set at an angle and recedes s li ghtl y as it proceeds toward the north . 
The rear elevation is concrete block and has a window infilled with glass block and an entrance with a 
metal door. While the window and door have been replaced, the angled storefront and bulkhead are 
from the 1956 moderni zati on, which fa ll s within the peri od of ignificance. 

The building wa the long-time locati on fo r Stucky' s Drug tore, thi bu iness having sta1ted out as 
Middaugh & Tarbell Drug in 1876, which wa purcha ed by H.H. Suddeth and S. H. Preston in 1878 and 
became Preston and Stucky Drug after Anton Stucky became a partner in 1899. The business became a 
Rexa ll fra nchi se in 1910 and sons Anton Jr. and Paul Stucky joined their father after the death of Preston 
in 19 15. The business remained in the Stucky famil y until 1968, hav ing been enl arged and expanded in 
the adjacent building (117 State Street North to the outh) in the I 960s. In the 1970s the gift shop was 
converted into a Hallmark, but the pharmacy was al o maintained under owner Ken Petersen (who had 
joined Paul Stucky in 1955 and bought him out in 1968). The business was purchased in 1975 by Brian 
Trumbull and continued in operation until 1980.23 After the drug store closed, the in ternal connecti on to 
its neighbor were sea led. The two building function today as they did when they were buil t, as two 
separate businesses . In 201 9 the building is occupied by Edward Jone In vestments. 

26) 118 State Street orth 
Waseca Chiropractic 
1 oncontributing Building 
1972 

This s ingle-story commercial building faces west onto State Street orth . The fa;ade is faced with 
variegated brown brick with sli ghtly projecting corner pila ter and a cornice defined by three so ldier 
brick courses. Each of the fo ur bays is defined by a segmental arch : the north containing a lightl y 
recessed entrance with side li ghts and the middle two conta ining anodized-aluminum framed windows. 
The southern bay is fill ed with brick. 

This building was constructed in 1972 on the site of where the State Theater stood and remodeled in 
1987. 24 Because it postdates the period of sign ificance, it is noncontributing to the historic di strict. 

27) 122 State Street orth 
Waseca Drug Store 
1 Contributing Building 
1913 

23 Waseca Daily Journ al, August 25, 1975, "Stucky ' s Drug has I 00 th Anniversary" . 
24 T homas R. Zahn , 20 10; Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form, WE-W C-752; Waseca Coun ty Assessor 's Office 
201 2. 
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This brick, two- tory commercial building faces we t onto State Street orth. The storefront consists of 
a recessed entrance flanked by di play windows with aluminum frames. An entrance leading to the 
second-story is located to the north and has a transom and a glass door with a metal frame. The bulkhead 
and piers are clad with a stone veneer. Metal panels with vertical ribbing cover the original band of 
transom windows and a flat meta l canopy spans the width of the torefront. The current di sp lay window 
configuration is the same as in 1942 (F igure 14). The second- tory is faced with the ori ginal , cream-
co lored brick. It has a plain parapet with til e coping. There are two, paired window openings on the 
second story with brick s ill s. Sashes at th is tory have been rep laced with undersized one-over-one units 
and infill panels. Despite material change , the covered tran om, flat rigid awn ing, and second story 
windows sti ll show the original fa9ade configurations underneath. The building's rear elevation is clad in 
synthetic lap siding with three casement windows on the upper story and two windows infilled with glass 
block openings on the lower story. There also is a centrally located entrance with a glas door and a 
meta llic frame. 

This building wa con tructed in 1913 and was occupied by a vari ety store and a te lephone exchange by 
1919. Waseca Drug Store was located here in the 1930s and 1940s. The building housed everal 
busine ses in the 1950s, including Taxdahl Insurance, KOHL Rad io, and Ru Johnson Pharmacy. 25 

28) 123 State Street North 
Farmer's ational Bank 
1 Contributing Building 
1906 

This two-story eo-Cla ical Revi al bank building is located on the south west corner of State Street 
orth and 2nd A venue orthwest. The primary fa9ade is ori ented east onto State Street North. The 

building is faced with a cream-colored brick, and a projecting corn ice has been wrapped in meta l. A low 
parapet with meta l cop ing tops the co rni ce. The corners have heavy piers with brickwork resembling 
quoins. The primary entrance has class ica l detailing, including fo ur heavy pi lasters with Corinthian 
cap ital supporting an entab lature with a projecting cornice. The door is centered between the pilas ters 
and framed by four, narrow, fluted pilasters with Corinthian capita ls. There are two large commercial 
windows framed by egg-and-dart surro unds flankin g the entrance. A secondary entrance on the south end 
of the east elevation has a glass door and a meta l frame lead ing to the econd story. The windows on the 
second story have jack arches with brick keystones and stone sill s. The window openings have 
replacement, one-over-one sashes. The north elevation retains its original window opening with jack 
arches and stone ill and decorati e brick banding. Th r i a ond ntranc at the west end of the 
north elevation con isting of two matching bays with doorways under round arches. Two entrances 
frame th ree windows with transoms that are eparated by pilasters with Doric capitals. The bui lding' s 
rear ha a two-story addition faced with common brick. 

25 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 10; Minnesota Architecture-Hi tory Inventory Form, WE-WSC-754; Sanborn 1904: heet 2 , 19 10: 
Sheet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor's Office 20 12. 
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Thi bu il ding wa co nstructed in 1906. The front ha lf of the building, fac ing tate treet, housed the 
Farmer ' Nationa l Bank from it con truction through the early 1930 and continued as a bank at least 
in to the 1940s. The rear port ion of the building initially served as the Waseca Post Office in a one-story 
wing, which was expanded to two stories by 1919. The rear port ion was office space during the 1930 
and l 940s. 26 

29) 124 State Street North 
Bank of Waseca 
1 Contributing Building 
1882 

Thi s two- tory commercia l building faces wes t onto State Street o rth . The masonry building was 
ori g inally numbered 122 State Street North and retains ome Ita lianate deta iling, including decorat ive 
w indow hoods. The primary (west) e levation is covered by stucco and is topped with a projecting 
corn ice above a row of pane ls and a band with den ti Is. There i a raised, masonry pl ate that reads " 1882 
Bank" be low the cornice. The second tory reta ins its ori g inal w indow openings and hoods but ha 
replacement one-over-one sashes w ith arched transoms w ith anodized metal frame . The storefront 
cons ists of an entrance flu sh w ith fl anking di splay windows w ith anodized-a lumin um frames. The 
bulkhead i c lad w ith bri ck. row of tran om w indow pan the w idth of the storefront and there is 
fi xed fabric awning. The north e levation reta ins its original arched window opening with hood and a 
cast iron fire e cape. T he fir t story has two sma ll windows at the rear and two ba ement wi ndows. 

Thi s building wa constructed in 1882 and was orig inally occup ied by the Bank of Waseca . It rema ined a 
bank until approx imate ly 1904 when the first story hou ed a a loo n and the second fl oor had office 
space. After 1909 it wa occupi ed by the M.A. Johnson ' s Variety Store, We tern Auto, and the 
Marsha ll- We ll s Store. In 1970 it housed Four Seasons Ath let ics.27 

30) 200 State Street North 
J.C. Penny Store 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1899 

This two-story Romanesque Rev iva l commerci a l building is located on the corner of State Street North 
and Second A venue ortheast with its primary fa9ade fac ing west onto State Street. The stamped meta l 
cornice that once spanned the west and so uth e levations has been removed, and the sto refront tran om 
bulkheads, and di splay w indows have been remodeled . The building i faced in an orange-co lored brick 

26 Thoma R. Zahn, 20 IO; Min nesota Architecture-History Inventory Form, WE-W C-755 ; Sanborn 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: 
Sheet 2, 1910 : Sheet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor ' s Office 20 12. 
27 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 IO; Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form, WE-WSC-756; anborn 1884: Sheet I; 1889: 
Sheet 2, I 894 : Sheet 2, 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: heet 2, 19 I 0: Sheet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944 : Sheet 4; Waseca 
Co unty Assessor' s Office 20 12. 
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with sty li zed bri ck quoins on the piers and a low parapet. The econd tory retains its original window, 
decorat ive archi vo lts, and stone sill s. The windows have replacement metal sashes with one-over-one 
glazing and infill in the arches. The entry-door fac ing State Street has been moved to the northern end of 
the storefront. Earli er di play windows have been replaced with large, multi-light window units with 
anodi zed metal fram es. The south elevati on, fac ing 2nd Avenue Northea t, is framed by two brick piers 
and retains its ori ginal, arched window openings. The windows have replacement metal as hes with 
infill in the arches. There is a secondary entrance and a window beneath two, arched transoms at the rear 
of the building on the south elevation's ea tern end . The building' s storefront has been altered, most 
recently (s ince 2008) with bronze anodized a lu minum framed di play windows. 

While it was constructed along with its neighbor, 202 tate Street North, there i no ev idence that the 
two properties were ever used in concert with each other. The 1 899 Sanborn Map show the new 
buildings at thi s location with a note that the building foo tprints are "from plans." A photo circa 1900 
clearly shows two separate storefront (Figure 15). A 1962 photo shows the storefronts with separate 
bu ine ses still at that time (F igure 9). 

The building, constructed in circa 1899, was occupied by a general store through the I 920s. Reta iler J. 
C. Penney was located here from circa 1930 through the 1980 .28 

31) 201 State Street orth 
State Farmers Mutual 
1 Contributing Building 
1949 

This two-story Art Deco commercial building is located on the corner of State Street orth and econd 
Avenue orthwe t with its primary fa9ade fac ing east onto State Street orth . The building is faced with 
a cream-colored brick on the second story and has a low, stepped parapet with tone coping on the 
eastern and southern elevations. The first story wall s are clad with a fini shed stone veneer on the eastern 
and southern elevatio ns. The fa9ade includes an entry on its southern end and two, three- I ight di splay 
window on the lower level that are separated by stone piers. The second story has two window open ing 
with three-light window units with horizontal muntins. There is a sta ir tower located at the building' s 
northeast co rner that projects above the roofi i ne. The entry at the tower ba e has a glass door that is 
surmounted by a tone plaque inscribed with "STATE FA RM ERS MUTUAL IN S. CO. 1837- 1948." 
Above the entry, a rectangul ar window opening extends to the top of the second story, and three narrow 
window opening are at th top of the tower. All f th to r indo ar infi ll d with glass block. The 
south-elevation first-story fea tures fo ur narrow windows and a econdary entry at the we t end . The 
second-story has a band of six ca ement windows fl anked by three-I ight windows with horizonta l 
muntins. 

28 T ho mas R. Zahn, 20 IO; Minnesota Archi tecture-History Inventory Form, WE-W C-757; Sanborn 1884: heet I ; 1889: 
Sheet 3, 1894: Sheet 3, 1899: heet 3, 1904: Sheet 3, 19 10: Sheet 3, 19 19: heet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca 
County As e sor's Office 20 12. 
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The building wa constructed in 1949 by the tate Farmers Insurance Company, wh ich occupied the 
second story and utilized the di stinctive stair tower fo r entrance and signage. Ben Franklin occupied the 
main fl oor (F igure 16) . The busine changed its name to Waseca Mutual Insurance Company in the 
1950s. The Horseshoe Bar was located here in the 1970s. 29 

32) 202 State Street orth 
Wright's Fashion Shop 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1899 

Thi s two-story, brick, Renaissance Rev iva l building faces west onto State Street orth. The building is 
part of a commercia l block that includes 200 State Street orth and shares detailing with its neighbor, 
although there i no ev idence that the buildings were used by common occupants throughout their 
hi story. The fac;ade i faced with red brick and framed by brick piers with decorative quoins. There is a 
low parapet above a stamped metal cornice with class ica l detailing and a molded stone band beneath the 
cornice con necting the building with its neighbor. The second story has two arched wi ndow openings 
with stone sill s and decorati ve brick archivolts. The original wi ndows have been replaced with under-
sca le, vinyl casement windows and infill. There i a metal entablature with egg-and-dart detailing 
topping the first story storefront. A row of large transom windows has been covered with wood panels. 
The storefront di splay windows have been replaced with under-sca le windows with wood fra mes and 
stucco infi ll. The original bulkheads have been replaced with brick. The centrally located entry ha a 
glass door with a metal frame and a transom that has been infi lled. The rear e levation ha also undergone 
severa l a lterations. The econd-story has three tall , segmental-arch window openings with undersized, 
replacement vinyl windows and brick infill. There is also a recently added entry and wood stairway 
lead ing to the second story li ving space. The first story window openings are covered with pl ywood 
panels. 

Thi s building was constructed circa 1899 and originally was numbered 204 State Street North. Built as 
part of a larger commercial block that included 200 State Street North, it first housed a crockery and 
stationery shop, then a jewelry shop by 1910, and by 1920 it was a boot and shoe tore. From the 1930s 
through the early l 980s it hou ed several dry cleaners, apparel stores and tai lors, including Wright 's 
Fashion Shop in the I 960s. 30 

33) 204 State Street orth 
Waseca Post Office 
1 Contributing Building 
1885 

29 Thomas R. Zahn , 20 IO; Mi nnesota Architecture-History In ventory Fom1, WE-WSC-758; Sanborn 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: 
Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor ' s Office 20 12. 
30 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 IO; Minnesota Architecture-History In ventory Form, WE-WSC-757; Sanborn 1894: Sheet 3, 1899: 
Sheet 3, 1904: Sheet 3, 19 10: Sheet 3, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Wa eca County Assessor's Office 20 12. 
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This two-story Queen Anne commercial building faces west onto State Street orth. A centrally located, 
recessed entry has a modern glass door with an anod ized frame and is fl anked by di splay windows with 
rep lacement anodized-metal sashes and bulkheads covered with til e. The storefront is topped by a 
pressed-metal entablature above a row of transom windows that have been covered with vertical wood 
siding. The fa<(ade·s second story is framed by four brick pila ters which extend into the corn ice and 
create three window bays. An elaborate, pressed-metal corn ice has Ea tlake detailing and the build date 
of 1885 above brick corbelling. The window bays have tall , rectangular open ings with tone sill s and 
lintels and with under ized, replacement ashes and pl ywood infill. The rear elevation retains its origina l, 
segmented-arch window openings but have unders ized, replacement sashes with plywood infill. The 
first- tory window openings are infilled with plywood panels and there is an entry to the south with a 
transom and a modern door. 

This building was built in 1885 and served as the Waseca Post Office from its construction through at 
least 1904, with offices on the econd floor. It was vacant in 1910 and was occupied by a shoe store and 
tailor in I 9 I 9. By I 930, the location held Waseca Dry Cleaner , which by the I 940s had become 
Wynnemeer' s Tailor and Dry Cleaners. 

34) 206 State Street orth 
Rindelaub Bakery 
1 Contributin g Building 
Circa 1898 

Thi two-story, Queen Anne commercial building faces west onto State treet orth. The primary fac;ade 
is faced with red brick and has a parapet with a central gab le topped with stone coping. On the first story, 
the ori ginal transom windows above the sto refront have been covered and the original , recessed center 
entry has been relocated to the north . There is an add itional entry to the tairs leading to the second story. 
The doors and di play windows are replacements with metallic frame , and a flat metal awn ing is 
attached below the transom. The bulkhead and piers have been covered with light-co lored ceramic 
panels. The fac;ade 's second story is framed by fo ur brick pila ters which extend into the cornice and 
create three window bays. A continuous stone sill and lintel define the rectangular window open ing . 
The windows have modern , anod ized-aluminum frames. Above the windows, e laborate Eastlake-style 
brickwork incl ude corbe ll ed modillions, cros patterns, and an arch in the parapet gable. The building' s 
rear elevation is stepped with a modern , concrete block addition on top of a projecting, one-story rea r 
wtng. 

Thi building was constructed circa 1898. A saloon occupied the first story through 1904, and a meat 
market was located here by 1910. Initiall y, the second floor was a print shop, but by 1904 it was a 
residence. The first floor was occupied by a bakery by 19 19, and severa l bakeries were located here 
through the 1980s, including the Waseca Baking Company, Rindelaub Bakery and Dave ' s Hometown 
Bakery. An American Legion Hall occupied the 2nd floor during the 1930s and 1940s. 31 

31 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 IO; Minnesota Architecture-History In ventory Form, WE-WSC-761 ; Sanborn 1889: Sheet 3, 1894: 
Sheet 3, 1899: Sheet 3, 1904: Sheet 3, 1910 : Sheet 3, 1919: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County As e sor' s 
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This Art Deco commercial building faces east onto State Street orth. The storefront ha a reces ed 
entry in the center flanked by di splay windows with anodi zed metal frames. While the storefront insert 
ha been changed with new gla sand aluminum, it retain the streamlined appearance and the di stincti ve 
curved stone sil l/plinth remains at the entry way (F igures 16 & 17). Built in 1949, along with its 
neighbor to the south (201 State Street North), the two building replaced a previous structure that had 
burned down. Like the adjacent building, this building is clad with the ame fini shed tone veneer which 
remains in place. While constructed at the same time, there i no ev idence the two buildings were ever 
combined or used by the same occupant. 

The building wa initially occupied by the Huneke Studio which remained in that location into the 
1970s. Later thi s building was combined with its neighbor to the north and housed Brown Electric 
Company. 32 

36) 211 State Street North 
Brown Electric 
1 oncontributing building 
Circa 1884 

This two-story building faces east onto State Street orth and was ori ginally constructed as a Bank. The 
two-story building originally had a heavily decorati ve cornice and the second story windows had arched 
tops. The fa9ade is now a fini shed tone veneer on the first story and plain, cream-colored face brick on 
the second story. It has a low parapet with ti le coping and three ra ised brick bands running across the 
upper fa9ade. The second story has two window openings with stone sill and modern, replacement 
casement windows. The first story has an entry near the northeast corner with a modern glass-and-
aluminum door. A triple window is located above and to the left of the entry. The rear is stepped with a 
projecting wing that retains an indu tria l 20- li ght window, a loading dock with a wooden door, an 
overhead garage door, and an entry with a gla s door and a metal frame. 

The earli est occupant was Waseca County Bank and then Peo ples State Bank . By 1910, it had become a 
print shop and the offi ces of the newspaper and by 1950 wa the home of Brown Electric Company. 33 It 
remained as Brown Electri c into the 1990s and went th ro ugh several "modernizations" over that period. 
Photos of the street in the 1940 show the high storefront transom windows (F igure 16 & 17). By the 
1980s, when Brown had expanded into the adj acent building at 2 11 , it was covered in the same smooth 

Office 20 12. 
32 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 10; Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form, WE-WSC-762; Sanborn 1919: Sheet 4, 1930: 
Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor's Office 201 2. 
33 Sanborn I 884: Sheet I, 1889: Sheet 3, 193 0: Sheet 2; The Streets Are Wider Now. 
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finished stone veneer. Due to substantial alterations after the peri od of signifi cance, the building is 
considered noncontributing. 

37) 208-210 State Street North 
eumann Building 

1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1900 

Thi s two-story Romanesque Revival commercial building faces west onto State Street orth. The fac;ade 
is faced with an orange brick, featur ing decorative brickwork and stone detailing. The storefront consists 
of two entrances flu sh with flankin g display windows, which have anod ized-aluminum frames. The 
bulkhead and piers are covered with glazed panels. Stucco covers the signboard aero the width of the 
building. The second story is large ly intact. The cornice is adorned with a sawtooth brick band below a 
band featu ring a Greek key motif, and shall ow brick corbelling. The fac;ade is topped with a parapet with 
a molded stone copi ng. Second story fenestrat ion originall y con isted of ix rounded-arch window 
openings separated by pilaster with stone base and Dori c capitals. The southern three window 
openings are intact, and although the sashes have been rep laced with double-hung, anod ized-aluminum 
frame , fitted windows remain within the arche . The northern three window open ings have been altered 
by eliminating the arches and creating two rows of unders ized, rectangular window openings with brick 
infill. Thi s a lteration was done during the period of significance as ev idenced by the photo of thi 
building in 200 Block of State Street North , circa 1949 (F igure 4 & 9). The rear elevation has two 
entrances on the first story and two entrance on the second to ry acces ed via an exterior sta irway. 
There is a variety of modern windows. 

When built circa 1900, this double-storefront building replaced two earlier buildings. A harness shop 
occupied the south half of the building through at least 1919, and the north half originally housed a 
grocery store and then an auto sa le store by 19 19. Other occupants during the fo ll owing decades 
included the Wa eca Sports Shop, Frank's TV and Appliance and a Gambles store. 34 

38) 212 State Street orth 
Hollisters Hardware 
1 Noncontributing Building 
Circa 1892, 1897 

Thi two-story commercial building faces west onto State treet North. The fac;ade has been altered 
severa l times since it construction . On the second story, fluted pilaster on the corner frame two double 
windows with rep lacement meta l ashes. There is a low parapet with a projecting, pressed-meta l corn ice, 
and a pres ed-meta l molding spans the fac;ade just above and below the windows. On the first-floor 
storefront, the original brick fac;ade has been clad with pressed-metal panel . A fixed , shed-roofed 

34 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 IO; Minnesota Arch itecture-H istory In ventory Form, WE-WSC-763; Sanborn 1894: Sheet 3, 1899: 
Sheet 3, 1904: Sheet 3, 19 10: Sheet 3, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County A sessor's Office 20 12. 
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ca nopy w ith wood shingles covers the band where tran om w indows were once located . The transom, 
however, was covered or removed during the period of s ignificance as ev idenced fro m the photo 
showing the street c irca 1955 (F igure 18). Two doors are in a recessed entry at the no,t hern end of the 
storefront. Both doors are g la s w ith anodized meta l frame . Large di play w indow with anodized meta l 
frames a re located to the south of the entry. The bulkhead has been replaced with modern bricks. The 
piers a nd header have been c lad with green enamel pane ls, like ly after the peri od of ignifi cance. The 
rea r e levati on i stepped w ith a projecting w ing and i covered in stucco. There is one entry with a meta l 
door and a wood-framed sta ir leading to li ving space on the second story. 

Orig ina lly constru cted circa 1892, thi s building fir t housed a confecti onery. The building was nearly 
doubl ed th ro ugh a rear addi tion c irca 1897, and a butcher shop occupi ed the building during the 1900 
A econd , one-story additi on was al so added to the rear. A lthough the building was vacant in 19 10, it 
housed another butcher shop later in the decade. The John Lewer Tavern and a harnes shop were 
located here in the 1940s . o rge Appliances and Ho lli ster' s Hardware occupi ed the space in the mid-
I 950s, a Sears Cata log store in 1970s. 35 It is unclear when the c urrent pressed-meta l s iding was added to 
the building. Due to ubstanti a l a lterati ons after the period of s ignifi ca nce, the building is cons idered 
noncontributing. 

39) 213 State Street orth 
Iverson Law Office 
1 Contributing Building 
1935 

Thi s one-sto ry commerc ia l building faces east onto State Street N orth . The fa;:ade is faced with 
va ri egated brown bri ck set in running bond and w ith decorati ve bri ckwork. The building has a plain 
parapet topped w ith ti le coping. There is a recessed entrance on the south end of the fa9ade, and a 
di play w indow w ith three a luminum-fra med sa he is to the north . A band of so ldier-course br icks ru ns 
the length of th e fa9ade above the entrance and windows, and two verti ca l bands in so ldi er pattern fl ank 
the entrance. A di amond pattern is centered above the entrance. The rear elevat ion has a tile wa ll topped 
w ith a proj ecting shed roof and a s ingle entry with a modern stee l door. 

Thi s building was co nstructed in 1935 and was first utilized fo r reta il. It has been occupi ed by a series of 
law firm s s ince the 1950s, inc luding Iversen and Stone, Iversen and Patton, and Iversen & Sterling. 36 

40) 214 State Street orth 
Busy Bee Cafe 
1 oncontributing Building 

35 T ho mas R. Zahn, 20 IO; Minne ota Architecture-History Inventory Form, WE-WSC-764; an born 1889: Sheet 3, 1894: 
Sheet 3, 1899: Sheet 3, 1904: Sheet 3, 19 10: Sheet 3, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca Coun ty Assessor ' s 
Office 2012. 
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Thi s one-story com mercial building was built in 1950. The brick building faces west onto State Street 
North. The fa9ade has been altered since 2008, which has obscured any ori ginal ornament or detailing 
and removed an original, projecting vertica l sign. The upper portion of the fa9ade is covered with stucco, 
and the bulkhead below the di splay windows is faced with ashlar stone. A flu sh-set entry is on the north 
end of the fa9ade, and a large di splay window with two alum inum-frames sashes are to the south . The 
back elevation is painted a bright orange and has two rigid awn ing fixtures over an access door open ing 
and windows. 

This building was constructed in 1950 and housed the Busy Bee Cafe from its construction into the 
1980s. Two beauty shops, including Ste lla' s and The Bob Kurl Beauty shop occupied the basement. 37 

Due to sub tanti al a lterat ions after the period of signifi cance, the building is considered noncontributing. 

41) 215 State Street North 
Al's Gray Castle Cafe 
l Contributing Building 
1905 

This two-story commercial building faces east onto State Street North . The fa9ade is faced with cream-
colored bricks set in Ameri can bond with a low parapet topped with metal coping. The first-story 
storefront has a slightl y-recessed center entry with a transom. The entry is fl anked by di splay windows 
set at an angle. The door is a modern , fiberglass rep lacement and the di splay windows have anod ized-
alumi num fram es. The bulkhead and piers are cream-colored brick. On the second story, a pair of 
window have dark brick sill s and rep lacement, eight-over-eight, metalli c sashes . A stuccoed, party wa ll 
from a demoli shed building remains attached to the north elevation . 

Thi s building was built in 1905, and by 1910 a cigar shop occupied the building. By 1919 it had become 
a sa loon. Al's Gray Castl e Cafe was located here from 1930 into the 1940s. The building was later 
converted to office space, and the State Employment Office and H&R Block occupied the build ing in the 
I 970s. 38 

42) 216 State Street North 
T. Barden Building 
1 Contributing Building 
1897 

37 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 IO; Minnesota Architecture-H istory In ventory Fo rm, WE-WSC-766; Sanborn 1944 : Sheet 4; Waseca 
Co unty Assessor's Office 20 12. 
38 Thomas R. Zahn, 2010; M innesota Architecture-History lnventory Form, W E- WSC-767; Sanborn 1899: Sheet 3, 1904: 
Sheet 3, 19 10: Sheet 3, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor' s Office 201 2. 
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This two-story, Romanesque Rev iva l commercial building faces west onto State Street orth. Although 
the fa;ade has undergone recent alterations to the first-story storefront, ori ginal brickwork remains 
exposed on the second story. On the storefront, stucco veneer has covered any original transom windows 
or signboard. The bulkhead and piers are faced in ashlar stone. The stucco and stone veneer link thi 
building with 2 14 tate Street orth , which has an identica l veneer. The central entry is recessed and 
flanked by di splay windows with replacement meta l fram es, and a second entry to the south lead to the 
second-story stairway. The second story has three window openings with flat arches and a continuou 
stone sill. The opening have undersized, replacement windows with one-over-one sashes and red brick 
infill , which was done prior to 1953. 39 Four stone blocks are set in two columns fl anking the windows to 
the north and south . A band of corbel led brickwork runs the length of the fa9ade above the windows. 
Above the corbelled brick, a stringcourse also runs the length of the fa9ade and include a centered 
round arch. Set within thi s arch is an arched stone tablet with the name "T. Barden 1897" carved into it. 
The fa9ade is topped by a brick parapet with a centered triangular ped iment with brick <lentil s and stone 
coping and a pair of column capitals at the corners. A round-arched in et with a stone sill i located 
below the pediment s peak. The rear elevation reta ins segmented-arch window opening , although they 
have undersized replacement window with brick infi ll on the second story and glass block infill on the 
first story. 

The building was constructed in 1897 and by 1899 was occupied by a grocer. The first floor hou ed a 
vari ety of retai I stores, and from at least 1919 to 1944, the second floor was a photographer's studio. 
Al' Machine Shop occupied the building from the mid-1940 until the 1970s.40 The building became 
functionall y related to its neighbor, 2 14 State Street North , after the period of signifi cance. 

43) 218 State Street North 
Park Theater 
1 Contributing Building 
1937 

This story-and-a-half theater building replaced an earlier building in 1937.41 The Stream lined Moderne 
building faces west onto State Street North. The fa9ade is faced in cream-co lored brick and shows little 
ornamentation. The first-story storefront retains its ori ginal configuration with a rece sed, central entry 
fl anked by di splay windows. The entry has a rep lacement glass door with an anodized meta l frame and 
the di splay windows are modern replacements with anodized metal frames. There are di splay windows 
for movie posters to the north and south of the larger di splay windows. The piers, bulkhead and 
signboard area have a poli shed, black, stone veneer. The second story has two tall window openings 
which retain their original, six-light windows. A banded, metal marquee with rounded corners forms a 

39 " State Street Waseca Parade, Circa 1953," Waseca County Histo ri ca l Society, Access ion o. 46 .15. 10. 
40 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 10; Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form, WE-WSC-768; Sanborn 1889: Sheet 3, 1894: 
Sheet 3, 1899: Sheet 3, 1904: Sheet 3, 1910: Sheet 3, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor' s 
Office 20 12 . 
41 Waseca Journal, June 30, 1937. 



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) 0MB No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number ---7 Page 26 

Waseca Commercial Historic District ---------------------------------------------------------· 
Name of Property 
Waseca, Minnesota ---------------------------------· 
County and State 

Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

canopy over the storefront. The rear and side ele ations are tile block, and the rear has a ix-light 
industrial window, an entry mid-way up the elevation, and an entry at grade. 

An 1899 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map shows a wood-framed bui lding with a different footprint in the 
location of the current building. The simple fayade with the stream lined marquee and the tile wa ll s on 
the rear and side elevations suggest that the earli er building was rep laced by the theater building. During 
the late 1930s, the Park Theater was located here and rema ined here into the 1950s. By 1953 the theater 
had closed and its marquee sign had been removed (F igure 19). Papa Chip and Jver's Unclaimed 
Freight wa located in the building after the theater. 42 

44) 220 State Street North 
Mort Christian Tavern 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1935 

This one-story commercial building faces west onto State Street North. The fayade is faced in variegate 
red brick with no ornament and ha a low parapet topped with meta l copi ng. The storefront is comprised 
of two di sp lay wi ndows with brick sill s and anod ized aluminum frames that flank a central entrance. The 
entrance has a transom and a modern glass door with anodized aluminum frame. The rear e levation is 
painted til e block with one window opening infilled with concrete block and an entrance with a modern 
steel door. 

An 1899 Sanborn Fire Insurance map shows wood-frame building at thi address with a imilar 
footprint. However, in 1930, no bu ilding wa located on the parce l, and the current bu ilding appears on 
the 1944 Sanborn map, indicating a 1930s date of construct ion. The bu ilding was occupied by the Mort 
Chri stian Tavern during the 1930s and orthside Liquor in the 1950s (F igures 19) . Farmers lnsurance 
Group occupied part of the space from the 1950s through at lea t 1980. Other occupants include Paschall 
Barber, Mcloone Bar and Lindsey Water Softener. 43 

45) 222 State Street North 
Swenson Building 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1900, 1930 

Thi s two-story commerc ial bu ildi ng was built circa 1900, and a new fayade was app li ed ci rca 1930. The 
building sits on the southeast corner of State Street orth and Third Avenue Northeast with its primary 
fayade fac ing we t onto State Street North. The fayade is faced in cream-colored brick with a parapet 

42 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 IO; Minnesota Arch itecture-History In ventory Form, WE-WSC-769; Sanborn 1899: Sheet 3, 1904: 
Sheet 3, 1910: Sheet 3, 1919: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County A sesso r' s Office 20 12. 
43 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 IO; Mi nnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form , WE-WSC-770; Sanborn 1919: Sheet 4, 1930: 
Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor's Office 20 12. 
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topped by til e coping. The torefront is symmetri ca l w ith two entries fl anking a centra l di splay window. 
The doors are g lass w ith anodi zed-a luminum frames and are located beneath domed awnings. The 
di spl ay w indow is framed by a red bri ck surround, and the bulkhead is cream-co lored brick with 
decorati ve, vert ica l bands of red brick. With the exception of the centra l di splay w indow which repl aced 
a large overhead door, the fa9ade looks much the same as it did in 1941 (F igure 4). The second tory has 
three, evenl y-spaced w indow openings w ith stone s ill and replacement, one-over-one sashes. There are 
string cour es of red brick th at defin e the top, center and sill s of the three w indows. The north and east 
e levati ons have a stucco coatin g with a mi xture of segmenta l-arch and recta ngul ar window openings 
w ith stone and brick ill s and replacement sashes. 

Built c irca 1900, the ori g ina l building had large di splay w indows fl anking a central entrance, the second-
sto ry w indows had segm enta l-arch opening . Utilized first as a bakery, then as a grocery store, the 
building had a rear additi on con tructed by 1930, and the fa<;ade wa like ly remode led at thi s time. 
During the 1930s, the building housed the Maloney & C lement Grocery, and the offi ce for the phys ician 
Dr. Swen on on the second fl oor. The medica l offi ce remained here until at least 1960 . During the 1970s 
KOWO Radio and Waseca Rea l Estate occupi ed the building. 44 

46) 100 State Street South 
Didra and Gilbert Drug 
1 Contributing Building 
1908 

T hi s two-story commerc ia l building is located on the south west corner of State Street South and Elm 
Avenue West with the primary fa c;:ade facing east onto tate Street South . The building has a stepped 
parapet topped by stone coping and a centered, stone tablet with the name " DIDRA", the original 
building owner, carved in re lief. The first-story torefront reta ins its orig ina l co nfi guration, although the 
entrance, di splay w indows, and bulkhead have been replaced. T he entrance is s lightly off-center to the 
north and is fl anked by di splay w indows. The door is g las w ith an anodized-a luminum frame, and the 
di splay windows have anodi zed-a luminum fram es. The piers and bulkheads have been covered with 
po li shed, black stone pane l . A row of transom w indows spans the fac;:ade above the storefront. The 
storefront wraps around onto Elm Avenue West fo r one bay w ith metal panels covering the second story 
above the di splay w indow. The second story is symmetri ca l w ith four evenly spaced window openings 
that ho ld replacement, one-over-one w indow sashes and tra nsoms. The w indows have stone lintels and a 
continuous stone s ill. T he north e levation has been resurfaced w ith a red brick veneer set in running 
bond . The north e levation has two entrances at the western-end fl anking a large di splay w indow. 
Second-sto ry fenestrati on consists of rectangular w indow openings with replacement, double-hung 
sashes, and brick linte ls and s ill s. 

44 Thomas R. Zahn , 201 O; Minnesota Architecture-History In ventory Fo rm, WE-W C-771 ; Sanborn 1894: Sheet 3, 1899: 
heel 3, 1904: Sheet 3, 19 10: Sheet 3, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca Co un ty Assessor' s Office 20 I 2. 
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This bui lding was constructed in 1908 and was first occupi ed by the drug sto re Didra and G ilbert Drug 
through 1930, and it housed drug stores th ro ugh 1970, incl uding Didra and Berg Drugs, and Berg Drug. 
In the 1970s it became a barber shop and has been the home of Persona lized Printing ince 1980. 45 

47) 101 State Street South 
McLoughlin/Pfaff Building 
1 Contributing Building 

irca 1884, Circa 1930 

T hi two-story commercia l building is located on the southeast corner of State Street South and Elm 
A venue East with its primary fac;,ade fac ing east onto State Street North. T he fac;,ade is var iegated red 
brick set in an American bond and has a parapet wa ll topped with til e coping. T he storefront cons ist of 
a rece sed entry at the southern end and large, di play w indows extending to the nort h and wrapp ing 
around to the north elevation. T he second story has fo ur rectangular w indow open ing on the east 
e levat ion with replacement double-hung window and tran oms. T he extended storefront on the no rth 
e levation compri ses two window bays divided by a brick pi er. T he storefront 's s ignboard wraps around 
to the north e levati on, extending fo r two window bay and is covered with vert ica l wood s iding. 
Fenestration on the no rth e levation cons ists of a number of ta ll , rectangula r w indow openings w ith 
plywood infill. There is a recessed seco ndary entrance at the east end of the north e le ati on. 

anborn F ire Insurance Map indicate that, as early as 1884, a two-story commerc ia l building was 
located at thi s site with the same foo tprint as the current building. T he pla in bri ck fac;,ade, however, 
appear to date to the early twentieth century, and it was insta ll ed by the 1930 (F igure 22). A lthough 
o ri g inally known as the McLaughlin Building, thi s block later was ca ll ed the Pfaff Building. During the 
late nineteenth century, the building housed a dry good store and a meetin g ha ll on the second floor. 
From 1904 until the 1920s, a grocery store was located here. T he building hou ed a furn iture store by 
1930, and undertaker services were added by the end of the decade. T he bus iness wa known as Mitche ll 
Fu rni ture by 1973 .46 

48) 102 State Street South 
Anton Guyer Clothing 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1915 

45 Thomas R. Zahn , 20 IO ; Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Fonn, WE-WSC-772; Sanborn 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: 
Sheet 2, 19 10: Sheet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor' s Office 20 12. 
46 Thomas R. Zahn , 20 IO; Minnesota Architecture-History In ventory Form, WE-WSC-773; Sanborn 1884: Sheet I, 1889: 
Sheet 2, 1894: Sheet 2, 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: Sheet 2, 19 10: Sheet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, I 944: Sheet 4; "State 

treet, Waseca," circa 1930 photograph at the Waseca County Historica l Soc iety, Access ion o . 67.98.2, Waseca Coun ty 
Assessor ' s Office 20 12. 
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Thi s two-story commercial bui lding faces ea t onto State Street orth and has Neo-Clas ical Revi val 
detailing. The fac;:ade is faced in red brick and is topped with a corbell ed parapet with stone coping. The 
storefront has a left-of-center main entrance fl anked by di splay windows and a secondary entrance 
leading to the second-story stairway. The door are glass with anodized-a luminum frames and the 
di splay windows also have anodized-a luminum frames. The ori ginal torefront tran om has been 
covered with painted wood panels. The corner of the building consists of lightly projecting brick 
pilas ters with stone, both mooth and rough-cut, with a fl oral pattern . On the second story, three tall 
window opening with stone sill s and heavy stone lintel have replacement sashe and partial plywood 
infill. Above the center window, a brick egmented arch with stone keystone contains a pressed-metal 
plate that reads "A. Guyer," the ori ginal owner of the building. Above the outer window , brick round 
arches conta in pressed-metal plate with sunburst motifs . A co rni ce above the brick arche consists of a 
projecting stone band over corbe lled brick course . The rear elevation is covered with stucco, and two 
window opening with modern casement a hes and two openings with glas block infill are on the 
second story. There is an entrance at grade with a replacement metal door under a sma ll , shed-roofed 
awning. 

Thi s building wa constructed circa 1915 fo r Anton Guyer, and it hou ed Anton Guyer Clothing until 
1968. It then wa occupied by a Senior Citizen Center. Joe ' s Barber Shop and an Eagles tub occupied 
the space in the 1970s. 47 

49) 103-105 State Street South 
Weller Building 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1935 

This one- tory commerc ial building faces west onto State Street South . The Modernerni st buildi ng has a 
fac;:ade faced with irregularly coursed, painted brick and a low parapet topped with stone coping. The 
building di splay virtually no ornament. The storefront is spanned by a signboard that is covered with 
verti ca l wood-siding with wood trim . The storefront is roughl y symmetrica l with the two entrance 
di vided by a large di splay window. The entrances are fl anked on the north and south by additional 
di splay windows. The entrances have replacement glass door with brushed-metal frames, and the 
di splay windows have replacement brushed-metal frames. The bulkhead i painted brick, and piers are 
covered with wood. The rear elevation has two multi -light industrial windows that have been painted 
over and two entri es with modern replacement doors. A porch with a hed roof supported by turned, 
Victori an Style porch po ts pans the rear and an overhead door prov ides access to a basement garage . 

This building wa constructed circa 1935 , replacing an earlier two-story building. Mike Weller Liquors 
and the Howard Plummer Newsstand were located at thi s address in the 193 0s, fo llowed by a jewelry 
store in the I 950s.48 

47 T ho mas R. Zahn, 20 10; Minneota Architecture-History Inventory Form WE-WSC-774; Sanborn 1904: Sheet 2, 19 10: 
Sheet 2 , 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor' s Office 20 12. 
48 Tho mas R. Zahn, 2010; Minnesota Architecture-History In ventory Form, WE-WSC-775 ; Sanborn 191 9: Sheet 4, 1930: 
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Th is two-story Boomtown commercia l building has a gabled roof and faces east onto tate Street South. 
The building is one of a few wood frame commerc ial buildings remaining in downtown Waseca. The 
fa9ade features a high fa lse front with the original decorative, pre ed-metal corn ice (a lthough corner 
finial s are missing). The fa9ade is framed by brick pier on the fir t tory. The ymmetrica l storefront has 
a rece sed center-entrance flanked by di splay window . The door is modern glass with a metal fram e, 
and the di splay windows are replacements with metal frames. The second-story wood clapboard siding 
has been covered with vinyl siding of a similar revea l appearance and there are two original window 
openings. These have replacement double-hung sa hes which fit the ori ginal open ings. The rear gable 
wall i covered with vertica l siding and there is a one-story brick add ition proj ecting off the gabled end. 
A wood stairca e leads to the upsta irs, and there is an entrance with a modern replacement door under a 
small shed roof. 

Th is build ing was built during the 1870s and i among the oldest extant buildings in downtown Waseca. 
It hou ed a hardware store and tin shop from 1884 unti I the 1930s. Around 1940 it was converted to 
Western Auto retail store and in 1950 it became the Pheasant Cafe, which it remains today.49 

51) 106 State Street South 
Brozik & Sons Meat Market 
1 Contributing Building 
1917 

This one-story commercial building faces east onto State Street South . The fa9ade is faced with white-
glazed brick that has been painted on its upper level. The storefront reta ins its ori ginal configuration and 
i framed by pier faced with the wh ite-glazed brick. A centrally located recessed entrance has an 
original wood-and-glass door and an infilled transom. The entrance is flanked by mid-twentieth century 
di splay windows and a brick bulkhead. There is blue and white floor til e in the recessed entry that reads 
"Broz ik & Sons Market." The original row of tran om windows has been co red with laminate infill 
panels. The building has a low parapet topped with metal coping above a stone panel with sculptural 
head of a cow and a pig. The rear elevation i covered with concrete block and has a single entry. 

The building wa built in 1917 and was a meat market from it construction and into the 1940s. 
Samp on's Shoe Store and Torbert 's Lockers were located here in the 1950s. Jn the 1970s and 1980s it 
was occupied by an office for a rea lty company and a beauty hop. so 

Sheet 4, 1944 : Sheet 4; Waseca County Assesso r' s Office 20 12. 
49 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 IO; Minnesota Architecture-H istory In ventory Form, WE-W C-776; Sanborn 1889: Sheet 2, 1894: 
Sheet 2, 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: heet 2, 19 10: Sheet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: heet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assesso r' s 
Office 20 12. 
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Th is two- tory, Ita lianate commercial building faces we t onto State Street North. The bulkhead and 
pier are faced with modern cream-co lored brick. T he storefront's orig ina l recessed entrance and d isplay 
windows have been replaced by a flush storefront w ith a center entrance flanked by display windows 
with modern metal frame . Above the storefront, a row of transom window openings is intact, though 
the sa hes have been replaced with g lass pane ls. A metal band separates the first and econd storie . The 
second story is faced w ith red brick and stone accents . The upper story is divided into three w indow bays 
framed by brick pier with stone bands and topped by brick segmental arches filled with herr ingbone 
brickwork around a diamond-shaped stone panel. The window openings have continuous stone sill s and 
heavy stone lin te ls and have been infilled with mid-twentieth century opaq ue panels et in metal frames. 
The piers extend through a brick parapet, wh ich features corbe ll ed brickwork and a center pediment 
ado rned w ith a decorative brick-and-stone sunbur t motif. T he parapet is topped by a pressed-metal 
cornice, which includes capita l atop the piers. The rear e levation retains its symmetrical window 
placement and includes an entrance and garage door. 

T hi s building was built c irca 1889 as a hardware store. By 1899, it hou ed Goodman and Mahler 
Hardware and continued as a hardware store during the early twentieth century. During the early 1930 , 
the building was occupied by Brown and Son Grocery and Dry Goods and a tin shop on the second floor. 
It then became Mahler Hardware, which it remained through the 1950s. Champion Auto upply 
occupied the building in the I 970s. 51 

53) 108 State Street South 
William Westphal Building 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1890 

This one-story, Ita li anate commercial building faces east onto State Street South. The brick building has 
a parapet adorned with e laborate brickwork nearly identical to that of I 09 State Street South, its two-
story neighbor across the street. The storefront reta ins its ori g ina l confi gurat ion w ith a centra lly located , 
recessed entrance flanked by display windows and brick piers with stone bases. The di splay w indows 
have been replaced w ith unders ized plate g lass windows with meta l frames , and the bulkhead has been 
rebuilt w ith cream-co lored brick. This work was completed by 1956.52 A row of storefront transom 

50 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 IO; Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form, WE-WSC-777; anborn 1904: Sheet 2, 1910: 
Sheet 2, 191 9: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor's Office 20 12. 
51 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 10; Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form, WE-WSC-778; Sanborn 1884: Sheet I, 1889: 
Sheet 2, 1894: Sheet 2, 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: Sheet 2, 19 10: Sheet 2, 1919: heet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca 
County Assessor' s Office 20 12. 
52 "State Street, Waseca," 1956 photograph at the Waseca County Histori cal Society, Accession o. Westpha. 
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windows has been covered with black house wrap and a sign panel. Above the transom leve l, three 
recessed panels defin e each bay. The center panel has an arched top and di splays a stone tablet with the 
inscription "Wm Westphal." Above the panel , brickwork includes a row of corbell ed brick, a band of 
triple-coursed awtooth brick, and another row of corbell ed brick. A sli ghtl y proj ecting meta l co rni ce is 
adorned with brick denta ls. The rear elevation has a centra ll y- located entrance and a modern seating area 
beneath a projecting, shed roof. 

Thi s building was constructed circa 1890 and housed a grocery store by 1894. In 1899, a sa loon was 
located here. The bu ilding appear to have been a aloon or bar throughout the tw nt ieth century, though 
its use during Prohi bition ( 1920-1 933) is not known. Ed McC loones Bar was located in thi building 
from the 1930s th rough at least the 1950s. By 1970, it had become Rose' s Bar. 53 

54) 109 State Street South 
N. Weller Building 
1 Contributing Building 
1891 

This two-story commercial building faces west onto State Street 01th. The building ha a parapet 
adorned with elaborate brickwork nearly identica l to that of I 08 State treet South , a one-story building 
acros the street. The storefront retains its original cast iron pi li ars, but some storefront materials have 
been replaced and the configuration has been altered. The storefront has a recessed central entrance with 
a ta ll transom fl anked by di splay windows with similar transom window . The entrance has a modern 
gla door with anod ized aluminum fra me, and the windows and transom all have similar anodized 
frame with dark, refl ective glass. The storefront has two additional entrances on the north and south 
end with modern stee l doors and transoms. The bulkhead and piers are faced with modern , cream-
co lored brick. A corrugated metal panel covers a sign board area which separates the two stories . The 
second story is faced in red brick and feature fo ur ori ginal segmental-arched window openings with 
stone sill s and sawn wood inserts in the arches. The openings have undersized double-hung replacement 
windows with meta l frames and plywood infill. Three recessed panels are located above the windows, 
including a center pane l with an arched top and a stone tab let with the inscription "1891 N Wel ler." 
Above the panels, brickwork includes a row of corbell ed brick, a band of triple-coursed sawtooth brick, 
and another row of corbelled brick that fo rm a lightly proj ecting corni ce with meta l cop ing. The rear 
elevation retains it ori ginal segmenta l-arch window openings on the second story while the first story is 
clad with modern vinyl siding and a shed roof over a single entrance with a modern door. 

This building, also known as the Jondal Building and the Gilli Building, was built in 189 1 and housed a 
sa loon fro m 1894 to 1919. It was occupied by the St. Paul Clothing Store and the Armstrong Motor ar 
Company in the 1920s. Jondal's Scoreboard Billiards and Pool and Salzle Poo l Hall were located on the 
main leve l during the 1930s th rough 1960 , whil e the Hop cotch Inn and a Veteran 's Club occupied the 

53 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 IO; Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Fonn, WE-WSC-779; Sanborn 1884: heet I , 1889: 
Sheet 2, 1894: Sheet 2, 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: Sheet 2, 19 10: Sheet 2 , 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930 : Sheet 4, 1944 : Sheet 4; Waseca 
County Assessor' Office 20 12. 
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basement. De ike s Off-Sa le Liquor and Main treet Liquors were located here in the 1970s and 
1980s. 54 

55) 110-112 State Street South 
Guyer/Keeley Block 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1895 

T hi s two-sto ry, eo- lass ica l Rev iva l commerc ia l building has two storefro nts fac ing ea t onto State 
Street South . A lthough the fa9ade has undergo ne a lterati ons during its hi sto ry, they genera lly occurred 
by the 1950s, and ea rli er decorative bri ck and til e work on the seco nd to ry rema ins intact. 55 The 
northern storefront ha reta ined its hi sto ri c co nfigurati on with a recessed entry fl anked by di splay 
w indows. The o rig ina l brick bulkhead and piers remain ; the door and w indows have mid-twentieth 
century repl acements. The outhern sto refront has had the entry moved to the south ; the torefront 
reduced in height the bulkhead sho,tened and w indow replaced. The entire sto refront i now framed 
w ith brushed meta l. T he center entry, which acce ses the sta ir to the second story, has a modern glass 
door and bru hed-meta l frame. The row of transom w indows spanning the to refront ha been in fill ed 
w ith refl ective g la s pane ls . 

At the econd-sto ry, each ha lf fea tures a ce ntra l pa ired window fl anked by s ing le w indows and framed 
by bri ck pil asters. T he cente r windows orig ina lly had a proj ect ing orie l bay fl anked by single w indow 
openings. The o rie l bays were removed by 1956 and replaced with pa ired, doubl e-hung windows with 
brick infill. The gaps in decorati ve deta iling mark the location of the o ri g ina l w indow . The fl anking 
w indow openings were a lso reduced in he ight to match the center w indows . A ll the window openings 
now have replacement doubl e-hung sashes. Brick pil a ters ex tend fro m the street to the corni ce and 
inc lude stone pane ls. A stone band extends across the fa9ade above the w indows, and a group of fo ur, 
square terracotta pane ls is located above each of the fo ur fl anking \; indows. Stone stringcourses run 
across the north and south ha lves above the terracotta pane ls. Corbe lled bri ck adorns the cornice, which 
co ns ists of a row of squa re te rracotta pane ls w ithin a pa ir of stringcour es. There are two rectangular 
stone pane ls w ithin the terra cotta row, but the ir surfaces are badl y spa lled and wording is nearly 
illegibl e . Above the corni ce, a low parapet wa ll has stone coping and a shaped decorati ve pediment with 
fl ora l moti fs . The rear e levation is bri ck w ith an open, two-story wooden porch w ith a wooden sta ir and 
a va ri ety of modified w indows and doors. 

T hi s building was constructed in 1895 when Anthony G uyer bo ught the property. It is li ke ly hi s name 
that appeared on the northern stone pane l in the corni ce. Mathew B. Kee ley owned the southern 
storefront, hi s name still be ing visibl e with the letters "M - - -E - - - EY" . By 1899, the northern 

54 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 I O; Minnesota Architecture- History In ventory Form, WE-WSC-780; Sanborn 1884: Sheet I , 1889: 
Sheet 2, 1894: Sheet 2, 1899: Sheet 2, 1904 : Sheet 2, 19 10: Sheet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca 
County Assessor's Office 20 12. 
55 "State Street, Waseca," 1956; "State Street, Waseca," 1950 photograph at Waseca County Historica l Society, Accession 
No. LU 169.37. 
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storefront was a grocery, and the outhern storefront was a sa loon. In 1904, the northern storefront wa a 
furniture hop, wh il e the outhern storefront remained a sa loon; by 1919 the northern storefront wa a 
grocery store, and the southern storefront wa a poo l hall. By the 1930s the building housed the C. L. Gill 
Dai sy Shop and Meat Market, fo llowed by Carl on Food Market, and Sutton s Paint and Decorating. 
The bu il ding housed several telev i ion repair hop between the 1950 and the 1980 . 56 

56) 111 State Street South 
Brisbane and Perrin Music Store 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1895 

This two-story Ita li anate building faces west onto State Street orth. The fas;ade is faced with orange/red 
brick and has a parapet topped with molded stone coping. The first-story torefront reta in its original 
configuration, brick bulkhead and piers, and a pair of cast iron co lumns. The recessed center entrance 
has a large glass tran om and i fl anked, on either side of the case iron co lumns, by di play windows 
with transoms. The door is modern glass with an anodized-aluminum frame, and the di splay wi ndows 
have similar anodized-aluminum frames. The ign board area is covered with a modern sign reading 
"Waseca Music Co. ' The second story features fo ur segmental-arched window openings with stone ill s 
and sawn wood in erts in the arches. The openings have undersized double-hung replacement windows 
with meta l fram es and metal infill. The bu ilding's parapet is adorned with fo ur projecting pilasters, band 
of alternating project ing and recessed header bricks, and corbel led brick at the cornice. The parapet and 
pilasters are topped by metal cop ing. The rear elevation retain its ori ginal window openings, but the 
second story open ings have undersized replacement windows with plywood infill. There is a single 
entrance. 

Thi s building was constructed circa 1895 and housed a genera l store from at least 1899 to 1910. By 
1919, a lunch counter occupied the bu ilding, along with Brisbane and Perrin Music Store. During the 
1930s and 1940s, the building was occupied by a furniture store, shoe store, and jewe lry shop. It became 
a music sto re once aga in in 1950 and has housed the Waseca Music Company since 1970 . 57 

57) 113-115 State Street South 
Herbst Grocery 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1883 

56 Tho mas R. Zahn, 20 I 0; Minnesota Architecture-Hi tory Inventory Form, WE-W SC-782 and WE-WSC-783 ; Sanborn 
1884: Sheet I, 1889: Sheet 2, 1894: Sheet 2, 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: Sheet 2, 19 10: Sheet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: 
Sheet 4; Waseca ounty Assesso r's Office 20 12. 
57 Thomas R. Zahn , 20 IO; Minnesota Architecture-History In ventory Form , WE-WSC-781 ; Sanbo rn 1884: Sheet I, 1889: 
Sheet 2, 1894: Sheet 2, 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: Sheet 2, 19 10: Sheet 2, 1919: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: beet 4; Waseca 
Coun ty Assessor's Office 20 12. 
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This two-story, Italianate commercial bu ilding faces west onto State Street outh. The bui lding consists 
of two storefronts divided by an entry vestibu le and stairway. The fayade is faced in red brick and has 
detailing similar to that found 11 0- 1 12 State Street South and I 08 State Street South. The first-story 
storefronts have been altered, but the alterations were largely completed by 1950. 58 The northern 
storefront is faced with a cream-colored brick, including the bulkhead, piers, and sign panel. The 
entrance, located on the northern ide, has a gla s-and-aluminum door and a transom. Two alum inum-
fram ed di splay windows are to the south . There are two basement windows infilled with glass blocks in 
the brick bulkhead. The southern storefront i faced with variegated brick and has two round-arched 
windows with wood sa hes and a round-arched entrance with a glass-and-aluminum door. The center 
entrance has a recent steel door below a transom with a ix- light window. The second story reads as a 
unifi ed fayade and includes five evenl y spaced window openings with arched, brick hood and stone 
sill s. All of the windows have replacement double-hung a hes and some brick infil ling: the southern 
windows infilled at the top and the center and northern windows infi lled at the bottom (though the stone 
sill s were retained). This infill wa complete by 1950. 59 (F igure 4) Bands of decorative sawtooth brick 
are below the northern windows, but a stee l plate covers the sawtooth bands below the center and 
southern windows. Above the windows, sawtooth band extend over the northern and southern 
windows, and a separate band is over the center window. The fayade is topped by a corbe lled-brick 
cornice and a low parapet wall with meta l cop ing. The rear elevation' s northern half shows its original 
brick while the southern half has been painted. The rear has a mixture of window openings with 
replacement sashes and an entry to each store with a modern stee l door. 

Constructed circa 1883, thi s building is among the oldest extant in downtown Waseca, along with it 
neighbor to the south , the Sheridan House/Waverly Hote l, and the Wohl sch lager Bu il ding at I 04 State 
Street South . In 1884, thi s building housed a furniture shop in the northern storefront, a Masonic Hall on 
the second floor and a bowling alley in the basement. By 1889, a grocery store was located in the 
southern storefront, and the furniture shop and Masonic Hall remained. These uses continued through at 
least 1919. By 1930, the northern torefront was occupied by a plumbing and tin shop. Later uses of the 
building include an appliance store, a plumbing and heating company, an offi ce supply store, Dokken' s 
Furniture, and Waseca Decorating and Paint Center. 60 

58) 114 State Street South 
Ben Senske Grocery 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1915 

This single-story, commercial building face east onto State Street orth . The fayade is faced with red 
brick and has a low parapet topped with meta l cop ing. The fayade has no ornament as ide from two 

58 " State treet, Waseca" 1950. 
59 Ibid . 
60 Thomas R. Zahn 2010; M innesota Architecture-History In ventory Form, WE-WSC-784 and WE-WSC-786; Sanborn 
1884: Sheet 1, 1889: Sheet 2 , 1894: Sheet 2, 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: Sheet 2, 1910: Sheet 2, 1919: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: 
Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor ' s Office 20 12. 
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reces ed brick panels with corbel led tops above the storefront. The storefront is framed by brick piers 
and i comprised of a center entrance with a modern glass door and tran 0 111 flanked by di splay windows 
with metallic frames. The bulkheads are covered with painted infill panels. The transom retains what 
appea rs to be ori ginal prism glass . The rear elevation has one original, infilled window opening, a small 
til e bock addition with a shed roof. 

Thi s building was constructed circa 1915 and , by 1919, housed a grocery tore. By the 1930s, the store 
was known as Ben enske Grocery. The E.F. John on Offi ce later occupied the building, fo ll owed by the 
Crev ice Cafe in the 1950s and a enior Citizen Center in the 1970 and 1980 .61 

59) 117 State Street South 
Sheridan House/Waverly Hotel 
1 Contributing Building 
1883 

Thi s two-and-a-half story hotel building has an ell-shaped ma s with its primary fac;ade fac ing we t onto 
State treet North. Originally French Second Empire in style, the building has undergone several 
alterations, including the removal of a porch that spanned the faj~ade and the removal of eave brackets 
and quoins; these alterations were completed by 1950. 62 The fac;ade retains its original fen estration and 
arched center entry. The building's mansard roof is covered with asphalt shingles and presents a series of 
gabled wall dormers with replacement, double-hung windows. The building is set upon a raised, 
ro ughly-fini shed stone fo undation with a stone water table. The wa ll are ariegated brick et in a 
running bond. The primary fac;ade is symmetrical with a pair of segmenta l-arched windows with stone 
key tones and sill fl anking the center entrance. Each window opening holds a double-hung, 12-over- l 2 
wood ash. The entrance is reached by a fi ve- tep, stone toop and ha an arched fanli ght transom with a 
keystone and modern glass door. The second story has six segmental-arched windows with stone 
keystones and stone sill s. The windows have double-hung, replacement ashes. The south elevati on has a 
series of seven segmental-arched windows with replacement sashes on its first story and seven similar 
window on the second story. 

Patri ck Moonan built thi s hotel in 1883 and operated it as the heridan House th rough 1887. After that J. 
A. Morse operated the building as the Stevens House, and by 1894, it was known as the Hotel Ward. By 
1899, the building was known as the Waverly Hotel, and thi name (or Hotel Waverly) continued 
th rough at lea t 1944. After that, the hotel wa converted to offi ces and apartments, and various doctors 
and dentist utilized the office pace until at I at 1980 .63 

61 T homas R. Zahn , 20 10; Minnesota Architecture-History In ventory Form, WE-WSC-785; Sanborn 1904 : Sheet 2, 19 10: 
Sheet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca Coun ty Assesso r' s Office 20 12. 
62 "State Street, Waseca" 1950. 
63 Thoma R. Zahn, 20 IO; Minnesota Arc hi tecture-History In ventory Form, WE-WSC-787; Sanborn 1884: Sheet I , 1889: 
Sheet 2, 1894: Sheet 2, 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: Sheet 2, 19 10: Sheet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944 : Sheet 4; Waseca 
Co unty Assessor' s Office 201 2. 
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T hi two-story building i located on the northwest corner of State Street South and Second Avenue 
South we t w ith its primary fa9ade fac ing east onto tate Street South. Orig inall y a three-story bui I ding, 
this commerc ial block was struck by li ghtning in 1960, which started a fi re that destroyed the third fl oor. 
The building has brick wa ll s set in a running bond w ith heavy piers a t the co rners and a plain rootline 
w ith meta l cop ing . 

The east e levation' fir t story consi ts of two storefronts divided by an entry which is framed by brick 
pil a ter and s li ghtly off center to the south . The northern storefront ha a central recessed entrance 
flanked by display windows. The southern storefront, on the east, has no entrance, on ly di splay windows. 
A ll di splay windows and door have anodized a luminum frames. Both storefront and the centra l door 
have tucco covering the transoms and bulkheads. Fenestration on the second-story of the east e levation 
cons ists of e ight evenl y-spaced wi ndow open ing with a continuous stone s ill and replacement double-
hung sashes . 

T he outh elevati on of the building, whi ch faces Second Avenue, has s ix bays, defined by prick pil asters, 
and conta in a seri es of storefronts. The two eastern most bays each have display windows framed in 
anod ized aluminum. T he transoms of these two storefronts are covered in stucco, in keep ing with the 
primary fa9ade. Both of these bays retain their hi toric bu lkhead. T he second bay from the east has an 
entry door in the eastern most part of the storefront. The third bay has an overhead garage door on its 
right s ide with an entry door on the left. The remainder of the storefront opening i fi lled in with bri ck 
and the transom area i covered with ribbed meta l panel parti a lly cut back to accommodate the height of 
the overhead doo r. The fo urth bay is mostly infil led with brick with the exception of two windows, both 
of which are directly under the ribbed meta l pane l, which covers the transom. The configurati on of these 
two center-bays, inc luding the overhead door opening and brick infill , dates to the period of sign ificance 
(F igure 20). The two western most bays on the south elevation each have storefronts comprised of 
anod ized aluminum framed wi ndows and doors, with storefront transom w indow . The storefront second 
from rear has a large double hung sash on its fa r-right side and a display w indow in the center. The 
doorway component is framed by narrow brick pier on each side, located on the left side of the bay and 
setback s li ghtly from the main plain of the fa9ade. The door is fl anked by two windows and has a small 
transom w indow over the door. The rear most bay of the building has a sto refront filled w ith a centra l 
door that is approximate ly two feet from the street level w ith two conc rete steps. Di play windows fl ank 
the door filling in the hi toric storefront opening. 

Each of the second-story bays on the southern e levation have three w indow openings with replacement 
one-over-one sashes. T he rear elevation has some replacement bricks on the roof line and has retained 
mo t of its w indow openings with their ori gi na l concrete linte ls and stone si ll s. A large, centered 
opening has been infi !led w ith brick and a sma ller entrance w ith a stee l door. 
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Constructed in 19 12, thi s building was utili zed in 191 9 byan auto dea lership, with the showroom and 
offi ces occupying the eastern one-third and a service garage the western two-thirds. By l 930 the Waseca 
Post Offi ce was located in the fo rmer showroom, and a garage sti 11 operated out of the western po11ion of 
the building. During the 1930s, the Crevice Cafe, Borgen Chevrolet Garage, and a library utilized the 
building. The E. F. Johnson Company occupied the econd fl oor beginning in 1933 . Auto serv ice 
companies occupied the building th ro ugh the 1980s, including Lewer Auto and Stav Motor Sa les. The 
Maid-Rite Cafe was also located here.64 

61) 200 State Street South 
Rendezvous/ Powell House 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1917, Circa 1950, 1966 

This parce l comprises three buildings . These include a circa I 917, two-story brick building at the 
southwest corner of State Street South and 2nd A venue Southwest, a c irca 1917, two-story brick 
building to its south , and a circa I 950, one-story building at the south of the parce l. While initiall y 
constructed as three separate buildings they became fun ctionally related within the peri od of significance 
and are, therefore, considered one contributing resource. 

The corner building is faced with brown brick and has a stepped parapet with stone coping. Although the 
first-story storefront has undergone alterations in recent years, its configuration remains: a slightly off-
center recessed entrance fl anked by di splay windows and a sta irway ent rance at the south. The main 
entrance door and di splay windows appear to be mid-century aluminum-framed. Curved, stacked glass 
block fo rm the corner. The bulkhead and piers have been refaced with red brick, and a stationary vinyl 
awning has been added. The building retains its original window openings on the second story of the east 
and north elevati ons with a continuous stone sill spanning both sides. Fenestration consists of two, 
paired window openings on the east elevati on and a mi xture of s ingle and paired window openings on 
the north elevation. All of the window openings have replacement double-hung sashes. The north 
elevation's first story has had several window and door openings infilled with brick, with the exception 
of an entrance with a stee l door at the west end. 

The middle building is faced with brick with a parapet topped wi th metal coping. The storefront has 
been altered signifi cantly. The brick piers of the storefront are intact, but the opening within the piers has 
been inftlled with brick and a project ing, ornamenta l, gabled-roof canopy over an un-coursed limestone 
eneer. Th hang re lik ly mpl t d in th 1960 , ba don th mat ria l. T o ntranc s with 

stee l door fl ank the stone veneer. The second story is intact and has two bays defined by I ight-brown 
brick pilasters and reddi sh-brown brick fac ing. Each bay presents two window openings with double-
hung, replacement-sash windows, and continuous brick sill s. A brick so ldier course extends across each 
bay above the windows. 

64 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 IO; Minnesota Architecture- History In ventory Form, W E-WSC-788; Sanborn 1904: Sheet 2, 19 I 0: 
Sheet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca County Assessor ' s Office 20 12. 
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To the south, the one-story building has a brick parapet with tile coping and a narrow projecting ledge 
clad in metal fl ashing. The lower wa ll is faced with un-coursed stone similar to the adjacent building to 
the north. An entrance with a steel utility door i at the north end . 

The no1thern and middle buildings were constructed circa 1917, and the outhern building was 
constructed circa 1950. By 1919, the northern building housed a restaurant, and the adjacent building 
housed a store and a meeting hall on the second fl oor. By 1930, the northern building was occupied by a 
sa loon, and the adjacent block wa occupied by a fraternal lodge. The northern block has subsequently 
been occupied by a series of restaurants, including the F.J. Smith and on Re taurant, the Rendezvou 
Bar and Cafe, the Clayton and elson Tavern, the Powe ll Hou e, China Hou e, State Street Eatery and 
the Old Town Eatery. Although it is not thoroughly documented in city record , it i believed that the 
owner of the Powell Hou e combined all three building into a s ingle restaurant in 1966. The property 
continues to fun ction in that way. 

62) 201 State Street South 
Crawford Studio 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1960 

This one-story commercial building faces west onto State Street North. The west and north elevations 
have a cream-co lored brick veneer with a patte rn of vertica l-brick squares that are banded below a low 
parapet topped by a cast concrete cap. The storefront consists of one centra ll y located entrance with side 
li ghts and a transom fl anked by double di splay window . The entrance has a modern glass door with a 
dark, anod ized-aluminum frames. The windows al o have dark, anodized-aluminum fram es. The 
storefront is spanned by a tationary canvas awn ing. The north elevation has a store fro nt with two 
di splay windows fl anking a glass-and-metal door with a transom at the ea tern end. A row of four large 
qua re fi xed sash windows fill s the remainder of the elevation. 

An earlier automobile serv ice stati on on this property was redeveloped circa 1960 with the current 
building. By 1970, the building was occupied by Crawford Studio & Wayne J Studio. The building was 
then uti I ized for offices before converting to retai I. 65 

63) 205 State Street South 
Quality Print 
1 Contributing Building 
Circa 1940 

Thi s one-story commercial bui lding faces west onto State Street South. The building has variegated 
brick and reta ins its ori ginal window and door openings. There is a low parapet topped with tile coping 

65 Thomas R. Zahn, 20 IO ; Minnesota Archi tecture-History In ventory Fo rm, WE-WSC-790; an born 1930: Sheet 4, 1944: 
Sheet 4; Waseca Coun ty Assesso r' s Office 201 2. 
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and a fl at roof. The storefront consists of three entrances with anodized aluminum commercial doors 
fl anked by display windows with anodi zed aluminum sashes and cast stone sill s. The south and east 
elevati ons have window openings with brick sill s that have been infilled with glas block. There are two 
infi ll ed entrances and one with a metal utili ty door fac ing the south . 

Thi s building was constructed after 193 6 and it has been the home of Quali ty Print since 1961 . 

64) 206 State Street outh 
Botsford Lumber 
1 oncontributing Building 
1 oncontributing Structure 
Circa 1925 

A one-story commercial building faces east onto State treet South and i faced with red brick. The 
building has been altered after the peri od of sign ifi cance, including the addition of a gabled roof that 
replaced the ori ginal fl at roof and syntheti c siding on the south elevation. Decorati ve brick and 
tonework that once fo rmed a corni ce remains visible at the storefront, which is framed by slightly 

project ing pilasters with stone capitals and di amond patterns. The original window and door opening 
are in tact, including an entrance on the north and a di splay window on the south, both with an anodized-
aluminum frames. The south elevation fea tures a bay window with replacement ashes and an entrance 
with a ga bled door surro und. 

Included in the boundary of the di strict and located on thi s parce l directly south of the building descri bed 
above, is a gable-roofed structure approximately 125 feet long. The structure is clad in co rrugated metal 
iding with a similar roof. A pedestri an door is fo und at the northern wall closest to the street. Pro Build, 

the current owner of the parce l, use the structure to store constructi on materi als. Its construction date i 
unknown; however, because of the style and constructi on materia ls, it is reasonable to as ume the 
tructure was constructed after 1969. 

This bui lding was con tructed ci rca 1925. From at least 1884 to 1910, this property wa the Lai rd Norton 
Company lumber yard and by 1919, it transitioned to the Botsford Lumber Company. The property 
remained the Botsford yard at least th rough the mid- I 940s, and it has been utilized continuously as a 
lumber yard to the present. 66 Due to substantial alterati ons after the period of ignifi cance, the building is 
considered noncontributing. The structure is considered noncontributing due to the post-peri od of 
significa nce construction date. 

66 Thomas R. Zahn , 20 10· M innesota Archi tecture- Hi tory Inventory Form, WE-WSC-792; Sanborn 1884: Sheet I , 1889: 
Sheet 2, 1894: Sheet 2, 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: Sheet 2, 19 10: Sheet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930 : Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; Waseca 
County Assessor's Office 20 12. 
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This one-story utilitarian ra il road stat ion is a s imple, rect ilinear, red-brick structure su pport ing an end-
gabled roof. The depot s its approx imate ly 30 feet from an active rai l line and di sp lays a concrete loading 
dock on the southe rn side. The original depot had a footpr int of 96 feet long by 22 fee t deep w ith the 
primary e levation (ra il s ide of the stat ion) facing south/south we terly. Sometime prior to 1940 (Sanborn 
In surance Maps) approximately 11 feet wa added to weste rly end of the structure. The add ition 
emul ated the architectura l features of the orig inal architecture including the decorative brick banding, 
corbeling, bracket ing, and gable treatments. 

T he tructure has a partia l ba ement at the we terly end of th bui lding and s its on a concrete fou ndation. 
The brick elevations remain in good condition with a ll w indow and door opening in tact. irnple, yet 
decorat ive, brickwork include a s lightly projecting rowlock brick band that caps the co ncrete 
fo undat ion. Ten stretcher courses above is another project ing rowlock course that a lso fo rms the sill 
cour e fo r the tal l w indow opening. Brick corbeling supports timbered eave bracket a long the main 
e levation and the gabled end elevations. T he trackside fa9ade disp lays e leven brackets and end gable 
fa9ade di plays three brackets, one at the roof ri dge and two at the outer edges of the roofl ine. Both long 
e levation eaves support decoratively cut rafters. The long back north/northeasterly eave has no 
bracket ing. T he roof displays an approx imate 9: 12 pitch and is sheathed with asphalt shingles. Projecting 
adjacent to the ridgeline is a red-brick chimney tack. 

The door openings on the main e levation (from east to west) inc lude: double-wide pedestri an entries in to 
the wa iting rooms; two, doubl e freight door open ings, and at the west end a utility doorway. There is a 
projecting bay defi ning the former depot office that separated the passenger waiting roo ms. Ta ll wi ndow 
openings provided light into the publi c and bayed-office spaces. The end gabled elevat ions each di play 
w indow-set openings at pedestri an leve l and small , ho ri zonta l-oriented window openings in the upper 
gab les. The uppe r-window openings a re currently covered by Canadi an Pacific Company s igns. The 
westerly ign reads: Canad ian Pac ifi c 308 S. State St. WASECA, M . The easterly sign reads: 
Canad ian Pacific WASECA, M . The depot origina lly di played framed s ignboards, centered under the 
upper windows, that read: WASECA. The back north/ northeaste rl y e levation support its o ri g inal 
w indow and doo r openings w ith both ta ll and shorter/hi gher openings, and two double-door openings 
toward the weste rl y end of the fa9ade . Origina lly, the pedestrian level windows fo r the building were 
vertical, fo ur-over-two, double-hung, wood-sash w indows. A ll of the orig ina l wood windows have 
subseq uently been rep laced w ith a variety of w indow treatments including many fixed , single-pane 
w indows. 

On the ma in e levation the double-door wa iting room entries have been infill ed w ith lap s iding framing 
stock com mercia l metal doors with g lass w indows. The freight room door opening was a lso infilled with 
wood sid ing support ing a commercia l stock one-over-one w indow. The remaining, westerly door 
opening have reta ined their ori g ina l s ingle or doub le, paneled-wood doors. The back e levation has two 
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doubl e door open in gs. The most weste rl y door, to the ori g inal ex press room, retains its original doubl e, 
wood-pane led door with li ghts above. The o ri g ina l freight room doo r opening has been infilled with lap 
s iding framing stock commerci al meta l door w ith a g la w indow. The windows on the back e levation 
show a variety of later treatments, mostly of fi xed, ing le-pane g lass . The structure i currentl y vacant. 

The orth Western Railway Company provided rai l service to Waseca starting in 1867, when it 
purchased the Winona and St. Peter Railroad Company, a short loca l line. In 1902 the name of the 
company was changed to the Chicago and North Western Line (C&NW) and it went on to become one 
of the largest ra il line in the country w ith it ub equent purchases of the C hi cago Great Western 
Rail way and the Minneapo li and St. Louis Railway. The C& W Depot wa built in 1912, the year that 
its former depot (the Waseca Uni on Depot, 1877), shared with the Minneapoli s and St. Lo ui s Railroad, 
was lo t to fire . The passenger depot provided ample accommodation for those tra e ling by rail. From 
east to west, the orig ina l fl oor pl an of the structure upported a " ladies ' wa iting room," a lobby with 
ticket office connecting the gender-specific waiting rooms, a "gentlemen' s wa iting room," the baggage 
room, and at the we tend the express room. Each of the wa iting rooms had lavatori es. 

66) 217 2nd Street Northeast 
International Order of Odd Fellows Hall 
1 Contributing building 
1905 

This two-story commercia l building faces east onto 2nd Street 011heast. T he fir t tory has cast-stone 
block wa ll s and the second story is framed w ith wood lap s iding. All w indows are six-over-s ix wood 
sash. On the primary (we t) elevation, the first story has two windows w ith heavy concrete linte ls near 
the corners, and the second story has a pair of w indow at the center w ith narrow wood surrounds. The 
gable has eave return s, wood fi sh-scale s iding, and a window near the peak. On the north e levation, two 
doors with transoms flank two wi ndows with heavy concrete linte ls. To the east of thi s grouping, a tri-
part set of w indows has s ingle- light fixed sashes. On the second floor , there are seven w indows w ith 
broad wood surrou nds and decorative shutters . 

Th is property was fir t occupi ed by a church built c irca 1867 by a Presbyterian congregation, which in 
the fo ll owing year so ld the building to a Bapti st congregation. The Bapti t occupi ed the building until 
se lling the property in 1905 to the Waseca chapter of the International Order of Odd Fel lows, who e ither 
built anew or raised up the original building onto the cast stone first sto ry. The building served as a 
m ting hall for th Odd F !lows through th 1930 , h nit ho t d c lu b m ting , on rts , dan and 
dinners. By the 1940 , the building housed Lottie photography studio and , durin g the 1950s, Crawford 
photography studi o, as well as an electr ica l shop.67 

67 Sanborn 1884: heet I, 1889: Sheet 2, 1894: Sheet 2, 1899: Sheet 2, 1904: Sheet 2, 19 10: heet 2, 19 19: Sheet 4, 1930: 
Sheet 4, 1944: Sheet 4; orthwestern Bell Company, Waseca Telephone Directory (Omaha: orthwestern Bell Company, 
1949, 1956); Waseca Journal, " Baptist Church So ld ," October 11 , 1905. 
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Historic Context: Development of the Waseca Commercial District68 

Waseca in the N ineteenth Century: Railroads and Agriculture 

Euro-Ameri can settl ement of Waseca Coun ty was initia lly slow, as most earl y ettl ement in Minnesota 
occurred north and east of the county, along the Minne ota and Miss i sippi Ri ver . The first settl ers in 
pre ent-day Waseca Coun ty were Asa and Eli za Sutli ef and their three children, who made a claim 
southwest of the eventual Wa eca town site in Wilton Township in 1854. In 1856, everal land 
pecul ators claimed land in Woodville Township and pl anned a town site which they ca ll ed Waseca, bu t 

they abandoned their claims shortly thereafter. Fo llowing passage of the Homestead of Act of 1862, 
which encouraged land ettlement, and when anxiety fo ll owing the Dakota Conflict had waned, Yankee 
Scandinavian, German, and Iri sh pioneers began to make claims in the county. Early communities in 
Wa eca County included Clear Lake, located just to the northeast of present-day Waseca, as we ll as 
Woodville, Jane vill e, and Wilton. 

In 1867, the Winona and St. Peter Rail road (W&StP) announced plans to build a ra ilroad th rough 
Waseca County in order to connect the Miss i sippi Ri ver to communities and fa rms in the Minnesota 
Ri ver Vall ey. rra C. Trowbridge purchased land on the proposed rail road ri ght of way just south of Clear 
[ ake and Loon Lake and had a town site surveyed and platted, which was to become the City of 
Waseca. 69 Soon thereafter, the post office was relocated from Woodville to Wa eca. By the end of 1867, 
I 02 buildings had been built, including 11 retail store , eight li quor stores, fo ur hotels, two li very 
stables, two cabinet and furniture shops, two harness shops, several carpenter and black mith shops, two 
meat markets, and a printing offi ce, along with several ra il road buildings, including a depot, grain 
elevator, and wa rehouse. As Waseca grew, it overshadowed neighboring communities that lacked 
ra il road access . When a fire destroyed the courthouse in Wilton in 1869, the City of Waseca issued 
bonds to build a courthouse and began the process to move the county seat to their city. 

Prior to the arri va l of ra il roads, agriculture in Waseca a unty was subs istence-level farming or was 
grown fo r loca l markets. Even within the town of Wa eca, res idents often had gardens and kept 
li vestock. The arriva l of the W&StP ra il road in 1867 fu ndamenta lly changed the agricultura l economy. 
Dependable access to markets and mill s allowed fa rmers to transition fro m subsistence fa rming to cash 
crops, primaril y wheat. Because the W&StP was contro ll ed by the Chicago and North Western Rail way 
(C& W), the wheat was primarily shipped to Chicago. In 1877, however, the Minneapoli s and St. Loui s 
Railroad built a second railroad line through Waseca, connecting the community directly to Minneapoli s. 
Thi s ra ilroad connection allowed access to the mill s and markets of Minneapoli s, whi ch proved 
adva ntageous to loca l wheat fa rmers and to the growing community of Waseca. With two ra il road 
connections, Waseca was a nexus of transportation and commerce, and its commercial di strict benefi tted 
greatl y fro m wheat producti on. 

68 The fo llowing historic context was adapted fro m Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC, "City of Waseca Historic Context 
Study," unpubli shed manuscript prepared fo r the City of Waseca, 20 I 0. T hi s manuscript is the source of informat ion except 
where o therwise no ted. 
69 James E. Child, Child 's History of Waseca County (Owatonna, Whitney and Luers, 1905): 183. 
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During the 1870s, Waseca's commercial di stri ct became the hub of economic and ocial activity, as new 
residents and ra il road workers sought goods and services fro m retailers, grocers, butchers, blacksmiths, 
bank , lawyers, and doctor . Ini tiall y, Waseca ' s merchants and other businesses built wood-frame 
storefronts and office in the commerc ial di strict. An example of the earl y commercial buildings is 
extant at I 04 State treet South . As they pro pered, many expanded or built new buildings. Several of 
the e new commercial buildings were brick and built in fa hionable styles such as Itali anate, eo-
Cla sica l, and Queen Anne. Fo ll owing the town' growth during the 1870s, Waseca was incorporated as 
a cit in 188 1. 

In 1880, a gro up of I 00 Waseca businessmen organized fo r the purchase of 20 acre of land to cede to 
the W&StP so the ra il way could expand its operat ions. By 1881 the ra il way had completed a brick 
roundhouse and turntable with stall s fo r 20 locomoti ve . The railroad also constructed a coa l shed, 
machine shops, a sand house, and a water tower. 70 This construction spurred more growth in Waseca as 
lumberyards expanded to meet the demands of the rail road, while hote ls, re tau rant , and houses were 
buil t fo r ra ilroad workers and trave lers. By 1900 e ight freight trains and twe lve passenger tra ins trave led 
th ro ugh Waseca dail y.71 

Although Waseca County was producing enormous wheat harvests during the late nineteenth century, 
the city lacked a signifi cant milling capac ity. Willi am Everett and J . W. Aughenbaugh built the EACO 
mill west of town near Loon Lake, and by J 887, the mill was running 24 hours per day. By the early 
twentieth centu ry, the EACO mill was the fo urteenth large tin Minnesota. Although no longer a milling 
company and highly altered, the property con tinues to operate as a gra in transportat ion company. 

The growth of Wa eca during the late nineteenth century and into the twentieth century fo ll owed a 
pattern common among citie in southeastern Minnesota. These cities were within a region of ri ch 
agri cultu ra l lands and fulfilled a commercial fun cti on within a local trade area. ln addition, these c iti es 
grew as a result of hav ing multiple ri ver/rail road connecti ons being a county seat, hav ing a state or 
higher education institution and hav ing some industria l ba e. During the twenti eth century, Waseca 
continued to thri ve on these thi ngs but also bu il t on its early growth th rough a diver ified economy. 

Wa eca in the Twentieth Century: A Diversifying Economy 

Early in Waseca's hi story, agri culture and the ra il roads were the most important parts of the loca l 
e onomy. How r, du to it fa orab l rai lroad conn ctions, Was ca was ab le to de e lop a broader 
economic base through di versifi ed agricultural products and industri al producti on. Although the fa rm 
and industrial operations were genera lly outside of the downtown core, the fa rmers, business owners, 
customers, and employees and their familie hopped and fo und entertainment in the commercial 
di tri ct. The growth of downtown a a destination i ev idenced, in part, by the construction of a 

7° Chi ld, 362-363. 
71 Don L. Hofsommer, The Tootin' Louie: A /-fisto,y of the Minneapolis and St. Louis Railway (M inneapo li s, Uni vers ity of 
Minnesota Press, 2005): 39. 
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dedi cated passenger depot immediately south of the central business di stri ct in 19 12. By that time 
passenger traffi c to and from Wa eca was suffi cient fo r C& W to construct the depot immediate ly 
adjacent to the di tri ct, and ridership continued to be strong enough that an addition was required prior to 
1940. 

Although wheat remained an important ca h crop during the late nineteenth century, farm ers began to 
di versify by the 1890s, including crops such as corn , oats, barl ey, rye, and beans. An important industry 
by the turn of the twenti eth century was dairying. Ad vances in scientific agriculture as we ll as 
transportation led to the creati on of a network of creameries producing cream, butter, and cheese that 
could be consumed locall y or shipped via rail roads. Wa eca had three commercial creameries by the end 
of the nineteenth century, including Waseca County ooperati ve Creamery, the Waseca County 
Creamery, and Draheim ' s Dairy. The Waseca County Cooperati ve Dairy, which was created in 1896 by 
a consortium of local fa rmer and bu ines men, wa con idered such an asset that the c ity government 
donated a building in the commercial distri ct to the concern (nonextant). Although it is a later example, 
the Draheim Dairy building (c irca 1930) remains ex tant at I 23 2nd Avenue Northeast. 

The diversificati on of agri culture also led fa rmers to increa e their cattl e and swine herd . As rail roads 
began to ship animals on-the-hoof to slaughterhou e in larger metropolitan area , communities like 
Wa eca built stockyards to hold the animals before shipment. Waseca 's original tockyard was located 
southwest of the commercial di strict on a C&NW pur. everal other agri cultural businesses thrived in 
Waseca, including poultry, brewing, and ice harve ting. Waseca had two hatcheries by 1900, including 
the Wa eca hatchery and Priebe and Company, which was acquired by Swift and Co. in 19 19. Waseca 
had two larger breweri es, the Waseca Brewing Company and the Engesser and Gund Brewery, as well as 
several smaller ones. 

Farm di versificati on and the producti on of vegetables led the City of Waseca to partner with the 
Fa irmont Canning Company in 1929 to create the Waseca Canning Company. The plant initially 
contracted with fa rmers fo r sweet corn and peas and , in 1934 expanded to meat. Fairmont Canning 
Company began operating the plant exclusively in 1942 and expanded producti on to include carrots, 
beans, potatoes and squa h, and during WWII , C-rations fo r troops. Genera l Foods purchased the plant 
shortly after the war and began producing and shipping a va ri ety of frozen foods. The plant continues 
today packaging frozen corn and peas under the Birds Eye brand . 

The W. J . Armstro ng Wholesa le Grocers bought produce from the surrounding countrys ide and 
packaged and shipped groceries to retailers around the region. The company wa fo unded in 1900 and 
built a large, three-story, brick wa rehouse the same year. The company took advantage of Waseca's 
rail road connections, and the warehouse had it own ra il road spur. The building was indi viduall y li sted 
in the National Register in 1982. 

During the early twentieth century, other businesses and industries grew to support Waseca 's agricultu ra l 
economy. In 1904, Edward Priebe fo unded the Priebe Implement Company and was a dea ler first fo r 
McCormick-Deering machinery and later John Deere. The implement warehou e was located on Elm 
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Avenue east of State Street (razed). Waseca Concrete Company, which was fou nded in 1947, was th e 
c ity' s largest producer of co ncrete drainage til es. 

E. F. Johnson Company was fou nded in 1923 by Edgar and Ethe l Johnson as a mail-order radio pa1ts 
bus iness. As the business grew, the Johnsons moved to a storefront at 114 State Street. ln 1933 , they 
expanded the bus iness again and occupied the second fl oor I 18 State Street South w ith office , assembl y, 
and warehouse space in support of the mail order bus iness. The company was awarded contracts for 
rad io component during World War II and grew rap idl y, hav ing over 500 empl oyees at the war' s end. 
The company continued expanding after the war before be ing bought out and re locating. 

Another mail order company that rose to nat ional prominence was Herter' s. The company was fou nded 
in 1893 as a fl y-tying bus ine s by George Herter, who moved in 191 2 to a storefront owned by C. 
Johnson on State Street and Elm Avenue. By the 1930s, Herte r had begun mail order sa les. In 1942 after 
a fire destroyed He1ter' s building, and the company relocated to 118 State Street South before moving to 
a warehouse so uth of the city. Herter expanded hi s line of products to include decoys, fi shhooks, 
gunstocks, boats, and snowmobiles but filed for bankruptcy in the 1970s. 

Waseca has had several newspapers during its hi sto ry. James Child was the first newspaper publi sher in 
Waseca and founded the Waseca ews in 1868 , whi ch was to become one of the largest newspapers in 
so uthern Minnesota. The paper was purchased by William Ward in 1880 and was renamed the Waseca 
Journa l. After a series of owners, in 1924 the Journa l was acquired by Dona ld C . Brown, who wou ld 
a lso form the Waseca Hera ld in 1948. Brown ran both newspapers from 207 State Street o rth . Hi s son, 
Wayne Brown, fo unded Brown Printing in the late 1940s and began printing mail-order cata logs for 
Herter' s on hi s fathe r' s press. In 1958 , Brown Printing expanded into a new plant in western Waseca 
a long the C&NW ra ilroad tracks and, by the 1980s, had become one of the largest printing compani es in 
Minnesota. 

Waseca 's Commercial District 

From its fo unding in 1867, Waseca has been th e commercia l center of Waseca County. The city was the 
beneficiary of a reg ional economy based on agr iculture and suppl emented by commerce and industry. 
Fundamenta l to thi s Waseca ' s prosperity were the ra il roads. With ra il co nnecti ons both notth-so uth and 
east-west, Waseca prov ided fa rm ers access to di stant markets and he lped create a thriving cash 
econom . M rchants, bank and oth r busin s cat r d to city dwe llers and farmers a li ke by providing 
equipment, profess iona l servi ces, ente1tainment, and consum er goods. 

Waseca ' s ea rly co mm erc ia l di strict was centered on 2nd Street, whi ch became State Street in 1928, just 
north of the W & tP ra il road tracks. As more busines es opened, the commerc ia l di stri ct extended north 
and onto intersecting streets. As was typ ica l in many towns, the first generati on of commerc ia l buildings 
cons isted of wood-frame storefronts. Many were one o r two-sto ries in he ight w ith fa lse-front fa9ades and 
large di splay windows. William Everett was credited for building Waseca ' s first com mercial building, a 
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two-story wood-fra me building that housed the Lord, Addi on & Co. genera l store on its lower level. 72 

T he printing office fo r James C hild and li v ing space for Everett ' s famil y were located on the second 
leve l. 

T he c ity ' firs t hote l was the Trowbridge House, whi ch was a two-story, wood-frame building built and 
operated by c ity fo under Ira Trowbridge. T he Vincent Hotel, whi ch was located on the corner of Wood 
Avenue (now 2nd Avenue Northwe t) and 2nd Street, was a two-story, wood-frame building. Other 
prominent buildings inc luded the two-story Joe Gatzman building, whi ch was occupied by a grocery and 
liquor sto re, the two- tory Ba il ey & Watkins hardware tore, th e Willi ams & Was hburn building, whi ch 
was occupi ed by the dry goods reta il er 1-1. S. Swift & Co., and the lumberyard of W. W . Johnson, 
Willi ams & Wa hburn, and C harl es Eckenbeck. 73 Within a year of the constructi on of the W& tP 
ra ilroad, Waseca ' downtown had beco me a center of commerce and industry. T he Wah Isch lager 
Building at I 04 ta te Street South i an extant example of the fa lse-front commerc ial buildings of the 
1860s and I 870s. 

A fire in 1881 destroyed a dozen buildings surrounding the inter ection of State Street and 2nd Avenue 
SE/S W . At the t ime of the fire, Wa eca did not have a fire company, but one engine company and one 
hose company were organized soon afterwards. The need to rebuild after the 1881 fire, a long with 
general prosperi ty during the 1880s, led to a building boom in Waseca. Thi s building boom, along with 
the act ivity surrounding the construction of the W &StP roundhouse and machine shops, remade 
Waseca ' s commerc ia l di stri ct. In 1886 a lone, Waseca's c itizen expended $88,485 con tructing new 
building and making c ivic improvements. 74 During thi s phase of co nstructi on severa l styli sh, bri ck 
building were built, and thi s generat ion of commerc ia l buildings were more ubstant ia l than the fir t 
generati on of wood-frame sto refronts. Most were bri ck and were adorned w ith pressed meta l cornices, 
tone o rnament, and decorati ve brickwork commonl y fo und on Queen Anne, Eas tl ake, and Romane que 

Rev iva l storefronts across the Midwest. Perhaps the greatest additi on to the downtown during the 1880s 
was the e legant, three-story bri ck hote l ca lled the Sheridan House (later Waverly Hote l), which was built 
by Patri ck Moonan. Other extant buildings from thi s era include I 07 State Street South (c irca 1889), 
11 3-11 5 State Street South (circa 1883), and the Romanesque Rev iva l style We ller Building at I 09 State 
Street South (l 89 1 ). 

By the early twenti eth century, downtown Waseca had a di ver e mi x of reta il ers and services (F igures I 
and 2). Among the most prominent reta ilers was Leutho ld Bro thers C lothing, which was an early chain 
of 14 sto res in Minnesota, South Dakota, and lowa owned by ix brothers. Charl es Leuthold ran the 
c lothing store fro m a brick storefront at I 02 State Street Nort h from the 1930s th ro ugh 1956, when it 
was replaced by St. C la ire & Kaste ll e.75 Waseca ' s banks prov ided credit fo r fa rmers and businessmen 
a like and financed much of the city' s constructi on. Waseca had two banks early in its hi story, but both 
fa iled and were later replaced by larger insti tution . The People ' s State Bank was o rganized in 1880, 

72 Child , 507. 
73 Child, 189. 
74 Child , 395. 
75 The Streets Are Wider ow , Waseca M 1868- 1988 (p . 27 Ma in Street map). 
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reo rgani zed in 1900 as The People's State Bank of Waseca, and later the First National Bank of Waseca 
and fina lly the First State Bank of Waseca. The First National Bank of Waseca was chartered in 1902 
and absorbed the Citi zen's State Bank in 1903. The Class ica l Rev iva l Farmer's ationa l Bank building 
at 123 State Street orth , the 1882 Ita lianate Bank of Wa eca building at 124 State Stre t orth, and the 
1902 Renaissance Reviva l First ationa l Bank Bui lding at I 00 State Street orth are all examples bank 
buildings in the commerc ial di strict. 

Waseca's commercia l di trict continued to grow and prosper desp ite financial panics and severa l fires , 
including another large fire in 1899. During the early twentieth century, the Waseca commercial di trict 
rece ived a number of civic improvements. Several streets were paved, a anitary system was planned, 
and telephone erv ice and electricity were introduced . Meanwhile, the construction of new buildings 
along tate Street continued. Many of these early twentieth century buildings remain today. In add ition 
to the Farmer's Bank and the First ationa l Bank, prominent building included: the Lewer Auto 
Building at 11 8 State Street South a three-story, brick building built by Edward Lewer in 1917; the 1914 
Perrin 's Music Store at 111 State Street South; and the 1902 orman McIntire Building. ew 
automobi le-oriented businesses were opening by the I 920s, including garages and filling stati ons. 
Development of U.S. Highway 14 during the 1920s provided Waseca with continued transportat ion 
access as focus shifted from railroads to trucks and automobiles. 

Along with being the business and governmental center of the City (and County), the district provided 
opportuni ty fo r social and recreational pastime. The hotel , sa loons, billiard hall s, ro ller skating rinks, 
and bowling all eys were present in early downtown Wa eca as ev idenced by the Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Maps. Opera House rep laced seasona l tent shows and these were later replaced with movie theaters. 
There were many fraternal and soc ial clubs in the City and both Maso nic and TOOF (International Order 
of Odd Fell ows) Hall s are present on early maps of downtown. These primaril y were located in second 
story or back rooms of commercial bui ldings within the hi storic downtown. ln 1905, the Odd Fe llows 
moved to a location on the corner of 3rd Avenue and Second treet N E (previous ly Lake Avenue & 3rd 
Street W) where the Baptist church had prev iously been located. It remained there until 1937 and , 
along with providing a space fo r club meetings, was the location of concerts and dances. The "Covered 
Dish Clu b" met there monthly fo r potluck dinners and dancing. In the 1940s as automobiles became 
more preva lent, dance hal ls in dinner clubs on the outskirt of town and around Clear Lake became more 
popular. 76 

Most communities in the Midwest suffered dur ing the Great Depress ion and Waseca and its commercial 
di tr i t wa no e eption. H r, acti ity did not c a , and downto, n Waseca con tinued to evo lve. 
Several new buildings as we ll as bui lding mod ifications occurred during the decade of the 1930s. ew 
deve lopment at that time included: Draheim Dairy Building at 123 2nd Avenue ortheast (ca. 1930), 
Frederick Cleaners at 110 2nd Avenue Northwest ( 1937), and the Park Theater at 2 18, State Street North 
(ca. 1935). 

Econom ic prosperity continued during and after World War II and the decades that fo llowed. Fueled in 

76 The Streets are Wider ow, Waseca M 1868-1 988. 



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) 0MB No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number --'8"---- Page 7 

Waseca Commercial Historic District 
Name of Property 
Waseca , Minnesota 
County and State 

Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

part by the postwar baby boom, Waseca 's populati on grew from 4,270 in 1940 to 5,898 in 1960. The 
Waseca Chamber of Commerce was fo unded in 1953 by loca l business leaders to promote Waseca ' 
businesses, attract inve tment, and foster new bu ine e opportuniti e (F igures 3 & 19). During the 
Modern era of the late 1940 th rough the early I 960s, many fi r t-floor storefronts, a well a some entire 
fac;;ades, were updated according to Moderni st principal , which included stripping away ornamentation 
and u ing material s such as aluminum and gla to create simple, clean lines on the buildings (Figures 4-
9). As o lder retail establishments such as dry good and furniture shops di sappeared, they were replaced 
by more modern versions and new ervice establishment like the Busy Bee Cafe and the Corner Lunch 
re ta u rant. By the end of the 1950s the face of American retai I was on the front edge of a major hi ft . 
Southdale Shopping Center, in Edina Minnesota, the first indoor shopping center opened in 1956 and 
loca l remember making that trip fo r spec ial shopping occas ions. 77 

Despite the changes, downtown Wa eca remained vita l th rough the 1960s and 1970s. Employers 
Herter , Brown Publishing, and General Food prov ided an economic base, while the downtown 
commercial di strict continued to provide goods and services. In 1969, the Southern School of 
Agri culture (which had it fir t class enro lled in 1953) evo lved into the Uni versity of Minnesota 
Technical Co ll ege (later shortened to Uni versity of Minnesota, Waseca) 78 providing additional customer 
base fo r Waseca businesse in the fo rm of student , their parents and profess ionals who worked at the 
schoo l. Waseca ' s populat ion continued growing, reaching 6,789 in 1970 and 8,2 19 in 1980. The Grant 
House, a prominent downtown hotel, burned down in 1970 and the locati on was redeveloped into a Red 
Owl grocery store. Another downtown grocery & dry goods store, Eri ckson' , was built in 1978 on the 
site of the old City Hall. 

Clo er examinati on of the City Directory ye ll ow pages indicates a slow shi ft in the businesses present in 
the di strict over the peri od from 1960 into the early-1 990 . One example of thi s is in the number of 
hard ware stores present. There were as many a 5 in 196 1, including Botsford Lumber, which was 
replaced by UBC, and now ProBuild, which remains open to thi s day. By 1988, only one remained , with 
two clos ing the prev ious year. Department stores and apparel shops also remained in the di strict th rough 
the 1970s, with 5 st ill in operation in 1975. J.C. Penny' s remained open downtown through the mid-
I 990s as did St. Claire and Kastel le. Downtown Waseca also boasted at least three va riety stores all in 
operati on at the same time between 1960 and 1975. However, by the end of the 1970 , thi s was 
changing. As retail e tablishments closed or relocated, they were more often replaced with services, 
including financial, insurance or travel agents. Gibson' s Discount Center, the last of the variety stores 
downtown, relocated to orthridge Mall , a new strip mall deve loped on the north end of the City in 
1976, where a new school had just opened, and homes were being built. 

Cities th roughout the region were deve loping mall s in the years l 960-l 990s. While there is no evidence 
that they acti vely adverti sed to Waseca residents (no such ads appeared in the loca l newspaper), the 
appea l of bigger and newer shopping venues, likely lured loca ls out of town. Shopping Centers within a 

77 Jeanette Thompson, HPC meet ing, February 4th, 20 19. 
78 http ://sroc.cfans.umn.edu/about/history. 
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30-mile drive of Waseca include: Faribo Plaza in 1963 79 ; Skyline Mall in Albert Lea circa 1966 
(expanded in 1986),80 Mankato's Madi son East in in 1969,8 1 Owatonna's Cedar Mall circa 1970-71 ,82 

Faribo West Mall in 1978,83 and Albert Lea's orthbridge Mall in 1987.84 A slow eros ion in the acti vity 
tarted du ring the 1970s in downtown Waseca, as other regiona l reta il options expanded, and the use of 

private automobiles grew. Walmart opened in Waseca in 1987 in the new Northbridge Mall , later 
building another new store fu1i her to the north but still within the city. While an indoor mall was never 
deve loped in Waseca, these new larger businesses created major competi tion to the older downtown 
hop . A shops closed, they were more often rep laced with serv ices and offices. While a few appare l 

stores remained into the 1990s, the va ri ety stores, drug stores and al I but one hardware stores had left 
before the end of the 1980s. The State Theater lasted until 1985, with the Park Theater hav ing closed 
some two decades prior. By the mid-I 990s, reta il sto res including J.C. Penny' s, both the electri ca l and 
appliance stores, the las t of the jewelry stores and the furniture stores were all c losed. In 1992, The 
Uni versity of Minnesota - Waseca campus was closed, removing staff, fac ility and students from the 
community as potential shoppers. While downtown continues to be acti ve, the period of significance, 
1870-1 969, refl ects the years that the di strict served as the primary place fo r commerce. 

The Waseca Commercial Historic Distri ct is loca lly signifi cant under National Register Criteri on A fo r 
its association with broad patterns of hi story in the area of commerce. During the late nineteenth and 
twenti eth centuries, Waseca played an impo1iant ro le in the deve lopment and evo lution of Waseca 
County as the commercial center of a thri ving agri cultural and industrial community. 

79 Dan iel J. Hoisingto n, " Fa ribault Commercial hi storic District (Boundary Increase)" - DRAFT, Nati onal Registe r of 
Histori c Pl aces Nom ination Form, MN State Hi storic Preservati on Office, St. Paul , Febru ary 20 19, 8. 18. 
8° City of Albert Lea Conditional se Permit Files. 
8 1 https ://www.v isitgreatermankato.com/ mankato/exp lore/hi sto ry/hi stori cal-high I ights/. 
82 Steel County Hi storic Society, 1970 & 197 1 City Phone books. 
83 Hoisington, 8.1 9 . 
84 C ity of Albert Lea Cond itiona l Use Permit Fi les. 
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I Waseca Telephone Company 110 2nd Avenue NE 
2 Hagen Bui lding 111 2nd Avenue NE 
3 Johnson Woodworking 11 7 2nd Avenue NE 
4 Draheim Dairy Bu ilding 123 2nd Avenue NE 
5 Lewer Liq uor Store 108 2nd Aven ue NW 
6 Frederi ck Cleaners 110 2nd Avenue NW 
7 Knutson Plumbing 11 4 2nd Avenue NW 
8 Western State Utilities Company 11 6 2nd Aven ue NW 
9 Producti on Cred it Assoc iation 108 2nd Avenue SE 
10 Commercial Building 109 2nd Avenue SE 
11 Commercial Building 110 2nd Avenue SE 
12 Draheim Gara_ge 203 2nd Street NE 
13 Carl ' s Hamburger Shop 111 Elm Avenue W 
14 First Nati onal Bank I 00 State Street N 
15 First National Bank IO I State Street N 
16 Leutho ld Building I 02 State Street N 
17 Waseca Liquor I 04 State Street N 
18 McIntire Drug Store I 06- 108 State Street 

19 Security State Bank 110 State Street N 
20 McCloone Bui ldin_g 11 I State Street N 
2 1 Therin_g's Variety Store 11 2 State Street N 
22 Montgomery Ward's Catalogue I 13 State Street 

Store 
23 Hanks Place 11 5 State Street N 
24 Claooers Variety I 17 State Street N 
25 Stucky's Drug Store I 19 State Street N 
26 Waseca Chiropractic I 18 State Street N 
27 Waseca Drug Store 122 State Street N 
28 Farmer's National Bank 123 State Street N 
29 Bank of Waseca 124 State Street N 
30 J.C. Penney Store 200 State Street N 
3 1 State Farmers Mutual 20 I State Street N 
32 Wright ' s Fashion Shop 202 State Street N 
33 Waseca Post Office 204 State Street N 
34 Rindelaub Bakery 206 State Street N 
35 Huneke Studio 207 State Street N 
36 Brown Electric 2 1 I State Street N 

9 

37 Neumann Building 208-2 10 State Street N 
38 Holli sters Hardware 2 12 State Street N 
39 Iverson Law Office 2 13 State Street N 
40 Busy Bee Cafe 2 14 State Street N 
41 Al's Grav Cast le Cafe 2 1 5 State Street N 
42 T.Barden Building 216 State Street N 
43 Park Theater 2 18 State Street N 
44 Mort Chri stian Tavern 220 State Street N 

Waseca Commercial Historic District 
·-
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--------------- -------------
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Year Built Status Inventory No. 
Ca. 1898 Contributing WE-WSC-807 
Ca. 1900 Contribu tin_g; WE-WSC-808 
1929 Contributing WE-WSC-810 
Ca. 1930 Contributing WE-WSC-812 
1949 Contributing WE-WSC-81 3 
1937 Contribut ing WE-WSC-814 
Ca.19 10 Noncontributing WE-WSC-8 16 
Ca. 1950 Contributing WE-WSC-817 
Ca.1 960 Contributing WE-WSC-8 18 
Ca. 1960 Noncontri buting WE-WSC-8 19 
Ca. 1960 Contributing WE-WSC-820 
1954 Noncontributing WE-WSC-795 
1927, 1947 Noncontri buting WE-WSC-805 
1903 Contributing WE-WSC-007 
1962, 1996 Noncontributing WE-WSC-742 
1908 Contributing WE-WSC-743 
1870 Noncontributing WE-WSC-744 
1884, 1894, Contributing WE-WSC-745 
1966 
1917 Contributi ng WE-WSC-008 
1886 Noncontributing WE-WSC-747 
19 13 Contributing WE-WSC-748 
1886, 1956 Contributing WE-WSC-749 

1886, 1956 Contributing; WE-WSC-750 
1886, 1956 Contributing WE-WSC-751 
Ca. 1900 Contributing WE-WSC-753 
1972 Noncontributing WE-WSC-752 
19 13 Contributing WE-WSC-754 
1906 Contributing WE-WSC-755 
1882 Contributing WE-WSC-756 
Ca. 1899 Contributing WE-WSC-757 
1949 Contributing WE-WSC-758 
Ca. 1899 Contributing WE-WSC-759 
1885 Contributing WE-WSC-760 
Ca. 1898 Contributing WE-WSC-761 
1949 Contributing WE-WSC-762 
1884 Noncontributing WE-WSC-835 
Ca. 1900 Contributing WE-WSC-763 
Ca. I 892, I 897 Noncontributing WE-WSC-764 
1935 Contributing WE-WSC-765 
1950 Noncontributing WE-WSC-766 
1905 Contributing WE-WSC-767 
1897 Contributing WE-WSC-768 
Ca. 1935 Contributing WE-WSC-769 
Ca. 1935 Contributing WE-WSC-770 
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45 Swenson Building 222 State Street N 
46 Didra and Gilbert Dru_g I 00 State Street S 
47 McLoughlin/Pfaff Building IO I State Street S 

48 Anton Guyer Clothing I 02 State Street S 

10 

49 Weller Building I 03-105 State Street S 
50 Wah Isch lager Building I 04 State Street S 
51 Brozik & Sons Meat Market I 06 State Street S 
52 Goodman and Mah ler Hardware I 07 State Street S 
53 William Westphal Bui lding I 08 State Street S 
54 N.Well er Building I 09 State Street S 
55 Guyer/Kee ley Block 11 0- 11 2 tale treet S 

56 Brisbane and Perrin Music Store 11 I State Street S 
57 Herbst Grocery 11 3-115 State Street S 
58 Ben Senske Grocery 11 4 State Street S 
59 SheridanHouse/Waverl y Hotel 11 7 State Street S 
60 Lewer Auto Building I 18 State Street S 
6 1 Rendezvous/Powell House 200 State Street 

62 Crawford Studio 20 I State Street S 
63 Quality Print 205 State Street S 
64 Botsford Lumber 206 State Street S 
65 Ch icago and Northwestern Depot 308 State Street S 
66 l nternational Order of Odd 21 7 2nd Street E 

Fe ll ows Hall 
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Ca. 1900, 1930 Contributing WE-WSC-77 1 
1908 Contributin_g WE-WSC-772 
Ca. 1884, Ca. Contributing WE-WSC-773 
1930 
Ca. 1915 Contributing WE-WSC-774 
Ca. 1935 Contributin_g WE-WSC-775 
Ca.1875 Contributing WE-WSC-776 
19 17 Contributing WE-WSC-777 
Ca.1889 Contribut in_g WE-WSC-778 
Ca. 1890 Contributing WE-WSC-779 
1891 Contributing WE-WSC-780 
Ca. 1895 Contributing WE-WSC-782 

WE-WSB-783 
Ca. 1895 Contributing WE-WSC-781 
Ca. 1883 Contributing WE-WSC-784 
Ca. 1915 Contributing WE-WSC-785 
1883 Contributing WE-WSC-787 
19 12 Contributing WE-WSC-788 
Ca. 19 17, Contributing WE-WSC-789 
Ca. I 950, 1966 
Ca. 1960 Contributin g WE-WSC-790 
Ca. 1940 Contributing WE-WSC-79 1 
Ca. 1925 2 Noncontributing WE-WSC-792 
19 12 Contributing WE-WSC-00 1 
1905 Contributing WE-WSC-797 
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Figu re 1: I 00 Block Second Street (later State Street) north (ea t s ide) fro m Elm Aven ue, 
c irca 1900, Waseca County Historica l Society, LU 169.39 JM 

Figure 2: 200 Block Second Street (later State Street) looking north (east s ide) from Wood Street (later 
Second A venue), 19 13, Waseca, County Historical Society, Accession umber 1.97.132 
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Figure 3: "State Street, Waseca," circa 1930, 
Waseca County Hi stori ca l Society, Access ion o. 67.98.2 

Search OJr Photos I W'Uf'Ca County History Center LU169 112 - Print, Photographic (48181) - Artit-aeIs f O 1162AlE4..jpg 1,62th1 ,012 ph:els 

Figure 4: 200 Block of State Street orth from 3rd Avenue, circa 1949, Waseca County 
Historical Society, LU 169.42 JM 
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Figure 5: State Street north from 2nd A venue South, c irca 1950 

Figure 6: State Street south from 2nd A venue 
Waseca County Historica l Soc iety, Accession 
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Figure 7: I 00 Block State Street so uth fro m E lm Avenue, 1956, 
Waseca County H istori ca l Soc iety, 1.99 .2045 JM 

Figure 8: State treet north (east s ide) from Elm Avenue, c irca 1960, 
Waseca Co unty Histori ca l Society, Acces ion nu mber LU 169.33 
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Figure 9: 200 Block of State Street north (eat side) from Second A enue, circa 1962 ' s, Waseca County 
Historica l Society, Accession number 1.99. 1887 

Figure 10: 300 Block of State Street No11h from 3rd Avenue, circa 1968, Waseca County Historical , 
Society, Accession number 40.86. I 9q 
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N JT~; l' Jl':ru~E O THE LE~T! You are getting old if you can remember the five cent hamburge1· 
Carl and C,old ,c d oore ad vertised when they opened their shop back of t he Didra Drug Store in 1927. 
Later they en larged. the shop and the "5(' Hanburge r" sign disappeared. Carl's Snack Shop was the 
new 11ame, too, back m 19'17. The plac<! has been mOderni zed frequently since that date. 

Figure 11: 111 Elm Avenue West, 1927 (left) and 1947 (right), Wa eca Jou rna l, Centenni al Edition 
June 1968 , Waseca County Historical Society Fil es 

Figure 12: I 06 & I 08 State Street orth , Waseca Centen ni a l Parade, spectators on s idewalk in front of 
Mclntire's Drug Store and other storefronts at State St. and Elm A ven ue, 1968, 

Wa eca County Hi storical Soc iety, 9 1.08. 13 JM 
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• W ASECA' S THURSDAY PA PER • WASECA, COUNTY SEAT OF WASECA, MINN ESC 

Hl~:\ tt}J) g l.I ,'H~ has ch:m<NI the Ince o( St;llc St. ~n<I WriSCt;l·s 
bu.-in\,..c:;s ae;n 1on ns i:4 !!=hown h~· lhc <'f.llllrost of lhc."3r two 1>lc-
hirr.c. 'fill Jl<' ll h- •>I. S luck.\ ·~ Dru r, Store, Cl:lPI> r 's V:,rwl;~. 
Jh;nk"" i""l ,H·•· ;111cl lht· ~fo 1tg, nu ry W:,nl Order oHic~:. wrrr rt•· 

rnoctrlrtl :)nd n .'C(•nll ,v fin bl :..d. 1"hc- plr1llrc o n 1hr k(t w;1s 
tuk1...·n t,,1 ... t iH,"' \ 1 ·ort; hl"!?rt11 l~!-ll yc:•t A LtHlo py '\"~ instnllcd 
over Stuc.:li. > 1ono Ch11)pc1 store!. :md in Stucky'• An imct 
front rcpl11Cl•d :ht o ld ~!Jt.hii'lllC-cl w lt1rlow •OO.:< l}'IX' o( d 1spla l 
fr<·nt 

Figure 13: 11 3, I 15, 11 7 01t h State Street, Waseca Hera ld, Thursday, June 7th , 1956, 
Waseca County Hi storica l Society File 
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Figure 14: 122, State Street orth , Waseca Drug Store, 1942 
Wa eca Co unty H istori ca l Society Access ion # 33.00 .12 
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Figure 15: 200-202 State Street North c irca 1900, Wa eca County Hi storical Society, 1.04.28 1 a 

Figure 16: 20 1 State treet orth circa 1949, Waseca County Historical Society Accession# LU 169.34 
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Figure 17: 207 tate Street North (view from the orth), Sleigh and Cutter Parade, 
February 22, 1964. Waseca County Histori ca l Society, Access ion # 1.1 5. 12 

Figure 18: 212 State Street North 1955 Waseca County Historical Society, 1.99 .2124 
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Figure 19: 2 18 State Street orth, 1953 Lar on's Jewe lry Sto re (former Park Theater Building), Waseca 
County Historical Society, Access ion # .46 .1 5.11 

Figure 20: 118 tate treet South, Lewer Building, ca 1945 , Waseca Coun ty Hi stori ca l Society 
Access ion # 1.04.3 10 
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Figure 21: C&NW Depot, ca 19 13, Waseca County H istorica l Society Access ion # 1.99 .2544 

Figure 22: C&NW Depot, 1930-May 1944, Sheet 11 . 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, D igita l Sanborn Maps (M in nesota), Hennep in County Library 
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Figure 23: Extent of Waseca Commercia l Hi storic District, not including C& W Depot 
(found south of the Botsford Lumber Co. , see Figure 20). 1930-May 1944, Sheet 2. 

Sanborn Fire lnsurance Map, Digita l Sanborn Maps (Minnesota), Hennepin County Library 
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that said road is to be bu ilt und er th e supervision of a com-
petent engin eer, to be agreed upon by the parti es interested; 
that $500 be approp1·iated for some on e r-oad leadi ng ont of 'e w 
Richland, to be expended in the y ear 100-:1:, on li ke conditions as 
contained in preced in g or-d er; that $500 be app1·opriated fo r some 
on e road leading out of Jan esv ill e, to be expend ed in the y ea 1· 
190-:1:, on like conditi ons as conta ined in first pr-eeeding order. 

The bid of A. Y. Bayne & Co., of I inn eapol is, for the con-
struction and co mpleti on of s ix stee l br-idges, accordin g to plans 
and specifications, for the snm of $2,118.30, was accep ted. 

THE FlRST ATIONAL BANK. 

Th e first ational Bank cif Waseca opened its doo rs for busi-
ness J an. 1, 1903. It was the succe. so r of the old and snccessful 
" Citizens' State Bank of "\Vaseca," organized in July 1892, as 
succe sor to the bank of C. H ardin & Sons, whi ch com men ced 
busin ess about 1872 in Waseca. 'l'he first stockhold e1·s of the 
F irst National were E. A. Everett, L. A. Sloss, J os. H enderson, 
John l\fcKinzie, Otto Hanson , Hans Lavesson, Chas. E. Lave son, 
F. E. Booth, A. A. Crane, C. P. omm erslad , ,J. B. Sulli van , Pa n! 
F lemmin g, J . J. Sullivan, J. E . }fadden, John L. Hanson , Josep h 
P romlath, vV. A. H enderson, and James K Chil d. Th e first di-
r ec tors were A. L. Slo. s, Otto Han ·on, J.B. Sullivan, E. A. Ever-
dt, ,J. E. 1;:icld en, Jam es E. 'hild, ;:i nd Win. X H enderson. 

Th fi rst offi ce rs of t he new I.Jank were E. A. Everett, pres ident, 
Jam es E. 'h ild, v ice-presid ent, J . J3. S nlliv an, c;:is hi er-, C. P. Som-
rn crstacl and. Gene l\Jill er-, ass istant cashi e r-s. 'J'h c paid np capita l 
sto ck mn oun ted to $50,000. 

Its offiei al r epo r- t for til e month of Jannar-y , 1905, was as fo l-
lows: 

R eport of th e cond i t ion of t he First National Bank of W aseca, at W a-
seca, in th Slate of Minnesota, at th e close of bu siness, January 11 lh, 
1905. 

RESO RC C:S . 
L oa ns and di scoun ts . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . ... ... . . . . . . . ....... . $17 6, 712 .23 
U ni t ·t Sta tes bond s to s€cu r e circula tion...... .. . ..... . . 50,000.00 
Premiums on U niter! States bond s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,97G.5fi 
B on ds, securili €S, etc . . ...... .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . 2G5. !0 
Ba nking house, .furniture and fixtures ....... . . . . . .. ... . . . . . . . 
Due from nation al bank s (no t r eserve agents) .. . .... . . . . .. .. . 
Due from approved rcsnve agen ts . .. . . ... .. ... . . . .. . ... . .. . . 

18,G:JG.!iO 
5.5~9 .32 
l .25G.!l 0 

( 

I 
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Mijnnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-742 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 101 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0610 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459361 4880644 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 8 EX N 6IN OF E90FT & LOTS 9 THRU 14 BLK 5 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1962, 1996 Historic Name First National Bank Building 

Style Modern Commercial Integrity Very Good Condition Very Good 
Description 

This single-story, mid-century, modern commercial brick building sits on the northwest corner of the State 
Street and Elm Avenue intersection. The recessed entry can be accessed from either the State Street or Elm 
Avenue sidewalks. The southeast and southwest corners of the building are anchored with short block-like 
towers displaying the bank logo. • The Elm Avenue facade displays bands of dark aluminum-framed 
windows, while the State Street facade has a recessed , glassed entry and a shallowly recessed limestone 
clad block with the name of the bank in large metal lettering. 

History of Use 
This site was originally the location of Priebe Implement until is wad razed for the construction of the First 
National Bank. In 1962 the bank, which was formerly located in the building at 100 Elm Avenue North, built 
its new building on the southern portion of its current location. In the late 1990s the bank facades were 
modernized and the bank was expanded into the parcels at 107 and 109 State Street North. 

Present Use Commercial : Bank Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Not recommended 



101 State Street North 

View looking northwest. 

View looking east from the drive-through banking lot. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-742 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-743 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 102 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1400 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459371 4880615 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 11 & N 3 FT OF LOT 12 BLK 8 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1908 Historic Name Leuthold Building 

Style Commercial Vernacular Integrity Good Condition Good 
Description 

This early 20th century 2-story commercial vernacular block is faced with flat cream-colored brick. The 
roofline is unadorned and has a metal capping running horizontally across the top. Below the crown is a 
raised brick frame and panel of slightly darker brick. There are 4 evenly-spaced orig inal window openings 
with 1/1 sash on the 2nd floor. A stone lintel appears below the windows. A signboard also sits below the 
windows. The recessed entryway is slightly left of center and is flanked by display windows. The bulkhead is 
painted blue brick with piers of cream-colored brick. There is a 2nd-story entry on the right side of the 
building . The display windows and doors are glass in extruded aluminum frames. 

History of Use 

In 1910 this building housed a dry goods store. By 1920 the occupants were a clothing , boots and shoes 
store , becoming Leuthold 's Clothing and Shoes during the Depression . Some variation of this continued 
(including Street Clair & Kastelle from 1956 until the 1980s) until 2007 when it became a workout center 
which it remains today. 

Present Use Commercial : Health Center Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



102 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking southwest. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-743 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-744 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 104 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1390 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459371 4880618 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-010 Block-008 

Property Information 
State Historic Context 
Local Historic Context 

Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1870, mid-20th century 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Very Poor Condition Good 

What may remain of this late-19th century single-story block has been covered with wood paneling . The 
newer metal and glass entry door is on the north end of the flat, zero-lot-line facade. The only other 
fenestration is the placement of two nearly-square picture windows south of the entry along the sidewalk. • 
The back facade has a similar wood panel cladding and modern, aluminum framed door and windows. 

History of Use 
From 1884 to approximately 1890 this building housed a jewelry store , as well as a grocery store and vendor 
of boots, shoes and clothing . By 1899 it was a millinery shop, reverting back to jewelry sales from 1910 until 
about 1950. Since that time it has been Waseca Liquors followed by the Farmer's Insurance Group. Nelson 
Realty also officed here in the 1980's. The current occupant is Farmers Insurance Group. 

Present Use Commercial : Insurance Office Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



104 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View of back elevation looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-744 



, 
Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-746 
, Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 108 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1370 T-R-SQuarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459371 4880622 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-008 Block-008 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1894, mid-20th century 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Fair Condition Fair 

This building has a mixed brick fagade with a simple cornice and tile-capped parapet. A signboard belt made 
of enameled metal panels runs across the facades of both 106 and 108 State Street North. A metal canopy 
also projects out from both facades. The original entry has been replaced with a large, 3-panel display 
window that spans the original storefront opening. • The back projecting elevations are sheathed in stucco. 

History of Use 

Until 1930 106 and 108 State Street North were separate businesses. In 1894, 1108 was a saloon from its 
construction in 1894 until 1919 when its occupant was a grocery. By 1930 both 106 and 108 housed the 
Town Market Grocery, followed by Sterling and Popp Meats and Groceries. The site served this purpose 
until 1970 when it became Mclntire 's Drug and Gift. In 2007 Interiors Plus was the occupant. In 2012 it is 
Treasure Chest Antiques . 

Present Use Commercial : Antique Store 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



108 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-746 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-745 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 106 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1380 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459371 4880619 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-009 Block-008 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1894, mid-20th century 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Fair Condition Fair 

This late 19th century 2-story building is faced with brick. This building has a tall fac;ade faced in a blonde 
brick with a shallow corbelled brick cornice with a metal cap. Three evenly spaced newer windows are 
displayed on the upper story. A signboard belt made of enameled metal panels runs across the facades of 
both 106 and 108 State Street North. A metal canopy also projects out from both facades. A recessed entry 
is centered at street level. A 2nd floor access door is located at the south side of the building . All entry doors 
and windows are newer glass and anodized aluminum. The bulkhead and piers on both 106 and 108 are 
sheathed with pink-toned enameled metal panels. • The back of the building is sheathed in stucco with 
modern aluminum framed windows and doors. 

History of Use 

Until 1930 106 and 108 State Street North were separate businesses. In 1894, 106 was a confectionery 
shop, became a restaurant, and subsequently sold cigars, notions and became a bakery. By 1930 both 106 
and 108 housed the Town Market Grocery, followed by Sterling and Popp Meats and Groceries. The site 
served this purpose until 1970 when it became Mclntire's Drug and Gift. In 2007 Interiors Plus was the 
occupant. In 2012 it is Treasure Chest Antiques . 

Present Use Commercial : Antique Store 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



106 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-745 



,"1innesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-747 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 111 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0550 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 45937 4 4880672 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 7 & N 6 IN OF E 90 FT OF LOT 8 BLK 5 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1886 

Style Italianate 

Historic Name Mcloone Build ing 

Integrity Good Condition Very Good 
Description 

This late 19th century 2-story brown brick-faced block appears to have retained its original metal cornice with 
metal brackets supporting the cornice on either end. The second story displays two window openings with 
paired , modern windows, each with transoms. Each pair of windows has a newer curved brick lintel with 
original cream-colored stone sills . A cream-colored stone banding appears below the sills and spans the 
facade. A modern glass and aluminum transom has replaced the original on the storefront. The central 
recessed entry is flanked by large display windows. All are composed of glass and anodized aluminum. 
Below the display windows are modern cream-colored stone sills and brick bulkheads. Framing the sides of 
the storefront are brick piers sitting atop stone bases. Newer light fixtures adorn the side piers. • The back 
facade of the building displays 2 stepped additions and 2 rear access doors. 

History of Use 

This site was the Brill and Brill General Store in 1899. By 1919 clothing, boots and shoes were the specialty 
at this location. It remained a store, becoming Guyer's Clothing Store in 1928, Guyer and Martinson in 1940, 
Guyer and Larson by 1950, and then Larson Clothing by 1960. In the 1970's it was a Montgomery Ward 
store, followed by the Mcloone Law Office, which it remained for 25 years. By 2007 it housed the Chamber 
of Commerce and various small businesses, which continues today. 

Present Use Commercial : Office Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



111 State Street North 

View looking west. 

View looking northeast. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-7 4 7 



·Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-748 
survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001 -Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 112 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1350 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459372 4880626 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-006 Block-008 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 191 3 
Style Commercial Vernacular 

Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Fair Condition Fair 

This early 20th century single-story vernacular commercial building is faced in brown brick but has lost its 
decorative cornice . The signboard course is covered with painted vertical wood boards and supports a metal 
canopy above the storefront opening . The entry configuration has likely changed with the recessed entry 
now being located in a southerly bay of the storefront. The modern door and display windows are framed in 
anodized aluminum . The bulkhead is covered with painted horizontal wood boards with piers of brick at 
either end. • The tall rectilinear windows on the rear facade have been covered over with vertical wood 
panels . 

History of Use 
By 1919 this building was a pool hall. From the 1930's through the 1960's it became variously a Ben 
Franklin , the Burg Company, Johnson Variety Store and Thering 's Variety Store (along with the Huneke 
Studio in the 1970's) unti l at least 1983. In 2007 Malecha Photography occupied the site. Today it is vacant. 

Present Use Vacant Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



, 112 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011 - 12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-7 48 



Min.1esota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-749 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 113 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0540 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 45937 4 4880677 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-006 Block-005 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1886 Historic Name Moonan Building 

Style Commercial Vernacular Integrity Poor 
Description 

Condition Good 

This late , 19th century single story commercial block has lost its architectural detailing with total 
modernization of the storefront. While the building likely had a conventional transomed display and entry 
door set, the current storefront displays a simple flat , stuccoed facade with a recessed central entryway 
flanked by tall display windows. Both the modern door and windows are framed in extruded aluminum. The 
bulkhead displays a stucco skim coat over brick. The stone bases on the piers appear to be the only original 
ornamentation left on the facade. • The back facade displays tall window openings with segmental arches. 
The window openings have all been infilled. There is a central access door. 

History of Use 

This building initially was a grocery store. By 1899 boots and shoes were sold there, followed by dry goods. 
By 1919 it was a bill iard hall , but reverted to a general store by 1930. By the end of the Depression it was a 
National Tea grocery store. In the 1980s this location served as a Ward 's catalog store. In 2007 it was Old 
World Optical which it remains today. The rear facade displays shallow arched fenestration openings. 

Present Use Commercial : Optical Store Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



113 State Street North 

View looking west. 

View looking east. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historica l Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-749 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-750 
survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 115 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0530 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459375 4880683 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-005 Block-005 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1966 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Good Condition Good 

This single-story commercial building has a plain flat facade. The building is faced with a multi-hued blonde 
brick. A metal canopy is suspended from the facade above the storefront, which consists of a glass and 
extruded aluminum door and display windows. The recessed door is centrally located. The projecting 
bulkhead and piers appear to be made of corrugated aluminum . • The unadorned 1-story rear facade 
displays a projecting gabled access vestibule with a commercial metal door. 

History of Use 
In the 1970's this building housed Stucky's Drug and Gift. By 1980 it had become Sievert Jewelry which it 
remained until at least 2007. Today it holds the Daniel J. Johnson Accounting business. 

Present Use Commercial: Office Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



11 5 State Street North 

View looking west. 

View looking east. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-750 

I 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-751 
survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 117 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0520 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459375 4880689 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-004 Block-005 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1900 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Poor Condition Fair 

This single-story building with a flat parapet is faced with vertical panels. A signboard is attached to the 
facade above the storefront opening . A canvas awning covers the storefront that consists of glass and 
anodized aluminum with the entry on the southerly end of the facade. Tall vertical display windows face the 
remainder of the storefront. The bulkhead and piers are made up of multi-hued pink and yellow stone 
veneer. • The back facade displays a stepped two-story addition off the original commercial block. The 
window openings have been concrete block, plaster and/or glass block infilled. There is a modern metal 
access door on the west-facing elevation . 

History of Use 

In 1904 this site held a grocery store, followed in 1910, by pool hall and by 1919 a hardware store. In the 
1930's various businesses listed as Stucky's, Waseca Cash Hardware, Quandt and Erickson and Tombs 
Hardware occupied the space. Since that time it has housed Clapper's Variety (1950) , Stucky's Drug and 
Gift (1970-1980) and by 2007 Waseca Family Chiropractic/ Daschner Chiropractic and Avalon Massage 
which remain today. 

Present Use Commercial : Chiropractic Office Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



117 State Street North 

View looking west. 

View looking northeast. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-751 



Minn~sota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-752 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 118 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1320 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459372 4880632 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT LOTS 3 & 4 BLK 8 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1972 

Style Modern 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Good Condition Very Good 

This late 20th century single-story vernacular building has a multi-hued brick facade with a shallow projecting 
parapet. At the sidewalk, the front elevation displays four bays defined by shallow arches. The recessed 
entry with sidelights is in the northerly bay of the facade . The two center bays display horizontal sets of 
windows. The bulkhead and piers are brick. • The back of the building is built of concrete block and access 
is provided through concrete steps and a raised stoop leading to a modern metal door. 

History of Use 
In 1980 this newer building housed the Waseca Cinema/State Theatre (the last movie theater in Waseca) . 
After a fire in 1987 it was remodeled . By 2007 this building was the home of Bradley Ness, dentist. Today it 
is the home of Waseca Family Dentistry and Amy Swain Hearing Center. 

Present Use Commercial : Dentistry Office Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Not recommended 



118 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-752 



_Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-753 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 119 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0510 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459365 4880695 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 3 EX N 15 IN LOT 3 BLK 5 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1900 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Poor Condition Good 

This single-story commercial building has a flat facade that is stuccoed. A small signboard is centered above 
the canvas awning , similar in arrangement to the adjacent building at 117. The storefront has an angled 
modern entry and window treatment. The modern door displays "retro" cut glass panels. The bulkhead and 
piers are similar to 117, with multi-hued bleached pink and yellow stone veneer. • The back of the building 
is built of concrete block and displays a square glass block window adjacent to a metal commercial access 
door. 

History of Use 

This site was occupied by drug stores up until sometime in the 1970's when it was taken over by Waseca 
Jewelers. By 2007 the Edward Jones Investments office occupied the space and remains today. 

Present Use Commercial : Office Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



119 State Street North 

'EdwardJones j INVESTMENTS -----~--'"-'--- - . 

View looking west. 

View looking east. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-753 



Minw1esota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-754 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 122 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1310 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter Tl07N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459372 4880637 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-002 Block-008 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1913 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity poor Condition Fair 

This early 20th century vernacular commercial building is sheathed in cream-colored brick. It has a plain 
parapet with tile capping . The two upper-story window openings have infill panels and downsized, stock 
window sets. The openings have brick sills. Metal panels with vertical ribbing cover the original signboard 
course . A metal canopy is suspended over the storefront. The storefront consists of a recessed entryway on 
the south side flanked by glass block and a large display window. An entrance to the second story is located 
on the north side of the elevation and has a display window on its south side. The bulkhead is veneered in 
pink and cream-colored stone. • The back, 2-story facade is sheathed in artificial lap siding panels, and 
displays sets of casement winds on the upper floor and glass blocked openings on either side of the 
centered modern metal and glass access door. 

History of Use 

In 1919 this building was home to a variety store and a telephone exchange. During the Depression it 
housed the Waseca Drug Store. In the 1950s the occupants were Taxdahl Insurance, KOHL Radio and Russ 
Johnson Pharmacy. By 1980 it had become the Paschall Barber Shop and Tews Real Estate. Currently it is 
occupied by the Byron Law Office. 

Present Use Commercial: Office Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



122 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-754 



MF nesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-755 It/ 
survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey w&~ _ 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC /B 

Property Location 
Address 123 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0480 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459365 4880704 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT LOTS 1 & 2 & N 15 IN OF LOT 3 BLK 5 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1906 Historic Name Farmers National Bank Building 

Style Classical Revival Integrity Good Condition Good 
Description 

This 2-story early 20th century classical cream-colored brick building is located on the southwest corner of 
State Street North and 2nd Avenue NW. Below a simple parapet, a projecting metal cornice crowns the 
building's two major facades . The windows on the second story retain their original shallow brick crowns with 
"keystones" and stone sills , however the 1/1 windows are newer, custom-made glass and aluminum. The 
corners of the brick block display shallow quoins. The main entrance, which faces State Street North, is 
composed of classical elements including a secondary cornice, four cast pilasters with Corinthian capitals 
that define the centered entry door and flanking windows and four minor pilasters immediately on either side 
of the door. To the south of the entry is a secondary aluminum framed windows and door set. The north-
facing elevation along 2nd Avenue NW displays its original window banding and door fenestration . At the 
westerly end of the elevation is a side entry-set. The entry is composed of matching banded brick bays with 
round arched doorways on each end. the entry bays frame centered window sets made up of a double set of 
tall windows with transoms flanked by tall single windows with transoms. the window sets are separated by 
banned pilasters. Aboce a secondary cornice spans the entry set. • The back 2-story facade has operable 
windows on the upper story, with the 1st floor opening all infilled with concrete block. 

History of Use 

This site was the Farmer's National Bank from construction to the beginning of the Depression. Today it is 
the home of the E.F. Johnson Company. 

Present Use Museum and Offices Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



123 State Street North 

View looking west, southwest. 

View looking southwest. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-755 

View looking southeast. 



w~ c-0-
o 

a fso luC-4.JS<:. - rSS 
IfI!JNESOTA HISTORIC PROPERTIES I NV:CNTOF.Y FORl ~ _ . 1 

COUI1TY: l,,L.,I~ HISTORIC NAIIE : 

CURRENT NM1E: 
LEGAL DESC. : 
T R 

- 1/- - 1-- - k- ,..ec 
_ - 4_ / 1._ - L. • 

CLASSIFICATIGrJ: 
Building'----",,__ 
Structure __ 
Object __ _ 
District --
OPEI! TO THE PUBLIC: 

COHDITIOIT: 
Excellen r---Good -----Fair -----Deteriorated 

Yes ~fo --VISIBLE FRO!: THE ROAD: ·10 
OCCUPIED: 

DATE COUSTRUCTED: 

ORIGIHAL O\JllER: 

mmER Is HAI.IE AND ADDRESS: 

LOCAL COI1TACT/OTI G. : 

FORH PREPARED BY: 
DATE 

CITY/THP, : u.__) ~ 
ADDRESS ~ 
oW 

SIG~TIFICM.JCE: THDIB /S : 
Local --State __ 
lfa tional 

Restricte~ PRI:SI'.rIT USE: 

ORIGINAL US E: 

ARCIIITECT/DUILDER : 

ACTIEAGE: Less than one acre_ 

UTI1 R. FEI-EI!CE; 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-756 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 124 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1290 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459373 4880638 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT W88FT OF LOT 1 BLK 8 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1882 

Style Italianate 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Good Condition Very Good 

The front facade of this late 19th century 2-story cream-colored stuccoed building is crowned with a 
projecting cornice below which are projecting panels and a shallow secondary corn ice with dentils. Centered 
below the cornice on the main , State Street facade is a raised nameplate that reads "1882 Bank". The 
second story retains its original window openings and crowns, but has new, custom 1/1 sash with arched 
transoms with metal frames. • The storefront is framed with corner quoins on the sides, with signboard and 
glass transom above. The relatively flat newer storefront displays a canvas awning above a centrally located 
entry that is flanked by large display windows of glass and anodized aluminum . The bulkhead is faced in 
newer brick. • The 2nd Avenue NE elevation is relative ly unadorned but does retain its original window 
openings, crowns and continuous sill band on the upper level. The street level only has two small room 
windows and two basement windows on the east end of the blank wall. There is a fire escape above mid-
elevation . 

History of Use 

This building was constructed to house the Bank of Waseca . It remained a bank until approximately 1904 
when the lower level became a saloon and offices occupied the second floor. After 1909 soft drinks were 
sold there, and it subsequently became a variety store (M .A. Johnson) , Western Auto and Marshall-Wells 
Store. Since 1970 it has housed Four Seasons Athletics (as well as , for a time, The Shoe Box and Sampson 
Shoe Store) . 

Present Use Commercial : Sports Wear 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



124 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking southeast. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011 - 12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records , 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-756 

View looking west. 



M~nnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-757 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 200 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1140 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter Tl07N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459377 4880718 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 12 EXE 30 FT BLK 7 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870- 1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

· Date Constructed Circa 1899 

Style Romanesque Revival 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Fair Condition Fair 

This 2-story late 19th century orange-colored brick block was originally designed as part of a commercial 
block with 202 State Street North. The corner building however has lost its metal cornice along the main 
facade on State Street and the secondary facade on 2nd Avenue NE. The corners of the building display 
raised brick quoining. The second story retains its original rounded arch window openings with brick crowns 
and stone sills . The original windows have been replaced with newer custom 1 /1 glass and metal-framed 
windows with the arched transom infilled. • Below, on the State Street facade, the signboard and transom 
have been covered with corrugated aluminum panels . Below the panels and over the storefront is a 
retractable canvas awning . The storefront has a recessed entry way flanked by large display windows. The 
bulkhead and storefront frames are made of extruded aluminum. The side storefront display and transom 
windows have been infilled with wood paneling . • Only the second floor of the rear elevation is exposed to 
the exterior. It displays a door opening that has been infilled with a wood panel. 

History of Use 

From its construction this was a General Store, sold "furnishings" (1919) and became a J.C. Penney Store 
by 1930, which continued until at least the 1980s. By 2007 it housed Total Entertainment, a tanning business 
and Antique Basement. Currently the building is vacant. 

Present Use Vacant Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



200 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking northeast. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-757 

View looking west. 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-758 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 201 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0860 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459376 4880718 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT E106FT OF S11 FT OF LOT 11 & E 106FT OF LOT 12 BLK 6 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Ra il roads and Agricu ltural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1949 

Style Art Deco 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Good Condition Fair 

This 2-story commercial block went through considerable modernization mid-20th century. The main facade 
facing State Street displays a cream-colored brick upper story that is stepped and capped with stone. The 2 
large window openings have tri-part vertical casement windows. The facade below the windows is covered in 
smooth golden-toned stone that crowns and frames a symmetrical arrangement of 2 large window sets and 
2 outside flanking opens, the south opening has a entry door and the north opening supports a door-size 
window. All of the openings go down to grade. On the north end of the front elevation is a circu lation tower. 
at the top of the tower facing State Street are 3 vertical glass block windows. Below them is a 1 ½ story glass 
block filled opening that is above the entry door. Below the glass block filled opening and above the entry 
door is a name & date stone that reads: "STATE FARMERS MUTUAL INS. CO. 1837-1948. • The 2nd 
Avenue NW facade has the same stepped parapet, brick on the second story and smooth fin ished stone 
below. The upper story, however, displays a banding of 6 vertical casement window sets flanked by similar 
singular sets to the east and west ends. 

History of Use 
Built to house the State Farmer's Insurance Company, th is space was occupied by a Ben Franklin store and 
the Waseca Mutual Insurance Company in the 1950's. By the 1970's the Horseshoe Bar was added, but by 
1980 the build ing was vacant. The Chance Bar was the final occupant. Apparently the building is now vacant 
once again . 

Present Use Vacant 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



201 State Street North 

View looking west. 

View looking northwest. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-758 

View looking west. 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-759 
J Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 202 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1130 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459377 4880720 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-011 Block-007 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1898 

Style Romanesque Revival 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Fair Condition Poor 

This brick-faced building displays similar architectural features to its adjacent block at 200 State Street 
North. Below the parapet is a projecting classical cornice fitted with dentils and modillions. The second story 
has two original rounded arch window openings , with infill panels and extremely under-scaled, modern 
casement metal and glass windows. Both window openings are topped with original rounded brick crowns 
and cream-colored stone sills. • The storefront is crowned with a dentilated metal signboard band under 
which is a stationary canvas awning . While the storefront may retain its original configuration , all the original 
elements have been replaced . The display window openings have been infilled with panels and smaller 
windows, the modern entry door is framed with extruded aluminum. and the bulkheads appear to be made of 
a newer brick. • The back 2-story elevation has gone through significant alteration with the original tall 
second floor openings being infilled with red brick and now displaying a variety of modern undersized 
aluminum framed door and window treatments. The first floor openings have also been infilled with plywood 
paneling and now display only support a single metal commercial door. 

History of Use 

Originally this building encompassed the address next door (200 State Street North) on the corner at 2nd 
Ave NE. From its construction this was a General Store, sold "furnishings" (1919) . Spectrum Gems has 
occupied this address since 2007. 

Present Use Commercial : Jeweler 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



~Q2 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-759 
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Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-760 fl-!5o 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Surveyucu.-5c-off 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 204 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1120 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459377 4880722 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-010 Block-007 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1885 

Style Italianate 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Fair Condition Good 

This late 19th century block is faced with red brick, stone and wood . It has an elaborate decorative white 
wood parapet with pediment that supports a nameplate that reads "1885". Stepped red brick sits below the 
highly ornate cornice. There are three bays defined by four pilasters in the upper facade. The side bays once 
housed double window and transom sets . The center bay displays two window openings separated by a 
minor pilaster. The upper portion of the openings has infill panels with modern metal framed windows in the 
lower half. • The storefront is framed in decorative metal elements. Above the modern display windows and 
recessed entry are panels that once supported commercial signage. The storefront has a recessed door and 
side display windows over a tiled bulkhead. There is a second floor access door on the south end of the 
elevation. All the windows and doors are framed in anodized aluminum. • The well-maintained back 
elevation retains its original openings but on the upper floor have infill panels above modern windows. The 
window openings on the first floor are completely infilled. There is a modern entry door with transom above 
in the south opening . 

History of Use 

In the late 19th century this building served as a candy store and restaurant; then sold crockery and 
stationery. By 1910 it was a jewelry store and then sold boots and shoes. From the 1930's to the early 
1980's it served as a dry cleaner and tailor under various names. In 1983 it was a Jeans Plus store. By 2007 
it was vacant and remains so today. 

Present Use Vacant 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



204 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-760 



rv.h1nesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-761 1/-t~ei 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey0c:.ucc-o,1 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 206 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1110 T-R-SQuarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459377 4880725 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-009 Block-007 

Prope rty Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1900 

Style Italianate 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Fair Condition Fair 

This 2-story Italianate red brick-faced building has a brick pediment capped with cream-colored stone. Below 
the decorative parapet , cream-colored stone banding serves as both sills and lintels to 4 evenly-spaced 
original window openings. The 1 /1 windows are newer custom fit. Blue and white vertical metal panels cover 
the original transom with a flat metal awning projecting out below the panels. The storefront consists of 2 
recessed entries on the northerly side of the building with the northernmost door providing access to the 
second floor. Both doors are painted white with the transom above the business door paneled over. There 
are display windows next to the main door. The bulkhead and piers (some damaged) are covered with pink-
toned panels . • The back stepped elevation shows a variety of brick, concrete block, and artificial lap siding 
finishes . 

History of Use 

In 1904 this building was a post office. Vacant in 1910, it housed a footwear business and tailor by 1919. 
From the Depression until the 1980's it was a bakery (Waseca Baking Company, Rindelaub Bakery and 
Dave's Hometown Bakery) . Vacant for a time, it is now an antique store. 

Present Use Commercial : Antique Store 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



/ 206 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-761 
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Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-762 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 207 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0830 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459368 4880750 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 9 & E106FT OF LOT 10 & N11 FT OF E106FT OF LOT 11 BLK 6 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1949 

Style Art Deco 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Fiar Condition Good 

This facade was modernized in the mid-20th century to join it with its neighboring block to the south at 201 
State Street North. The northern portion of the elevation supports a 2-story block that is brick above and 
smooth finished stone veneer below. The brick parapet is capped with tile and three very shallow raised 
brick bands span most of the upper facade. There are 2 window openings with vertical windows on stone 
sills. On the lower elevation the stone has some vertical banding and is pierced with a high-floating window 
set and an entry door. • The southern portion of the elevation is one story tall with a smooth stone veneer 
above a wide opening that contains a recessed center door set flanked by tall glass and aluminum windows. 
• The back elevation retains its very large industrial 20-paned window set, and has two vehicle access doors 
and a modern pedestrian glass and aluminum door. 

History of Use 

From the mid-20th century this building was home to the Huneke Studio , the Waseca Journal and Brown 
Electric Company. Today it is occupied by Pantheon Computers. 

Present Use Commercial Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



207 State Street North 

View looking west. 

View looking east. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-762 

\ 
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Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-763 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 208-210 State Street City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1100 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459377 4880726 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT LOTS 7 & 8 BLK 7 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1897 Historic Name Neumann Building 

Style Romanesque Revival Integrity Poor Condition Good 
Description 
This late 19th century brick and stone 2-story commercial block had a single address when it was 
constructed . The building has a cut-stone cap on the decorative brick parapet with a shallow corbelled brick 
cornice. Originally the upper story displayed 6 evenly-spaced rounded-arch window openings. While the 
south half of the upper elevation has retained the original configuration , the northern half has been modified 
severely with infill brick and cut-through-arch opening to support new windows on a third floor. The windows 
on the second floor of this portion are also "downsized." All windows are newer glass and anodized 
aluminum framing . • Newer panels cover the signboard course and run the width of the building . The 
storefront is made up of glass and anodized aluminum doors and display windows. The first floor displays a 
centered access door to the upper floors with a transom sign that reads "Neumann Bldg ." The center door is 
flanked by 2 commercial storefronts each with an entry door and transom that are framed with tall display 
windows. The bulkhead and piers are made of glazed panels . • The back of the building has stepped 
massing with a long, frame stair up to the second floor. Fenestration includes a variety of windows and 2 
doors on the upper level and 2 large pedestrian door-sets at grade. 

History of Use 
In 1899 this space was occupied by a saloon with a printing operation on the 2nd floor. By 1904 the 2nd floor 
had become a dwelling, though the saloon remained. A meat market, then a bakery succeeded the saloon 
into the 20th century. In 1930 the 2nd floor had become a Legion Hall , while a harness shop, a Gamble store 
and Interstate Power Co. occupied the remainder of the building . The Gamble store continued there into the 
1980s, while, by 1950 it also held the Waseca Sport Shop until 1962 (when Frank's TV and Appliance 
moved in). In 2007 the next business there was Creative Hands. Today Marquardt's Cowlectables and 
Southern Minnesota Floors & Blinds do business there. 

Present Use Commercial 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



208-210 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011 - 12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-763 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-764 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 212 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1090 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459377 4880731 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-006 Block-007 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1897 

Style Italianate 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Poor Condition Fair 

This late 19th century 2-story Italianate commercial block has a parapet with a decorative metal cornice that 
appears to have been bent by a falling object or general fatigue. Original fenestration on the upper level 
includes 2 evenly-spaced sets of paired windows. Each set has an arched crown and sill band. The 
storefront has been sheathed entirely in newer materials, including dark cedar shakes above the original 
transom. There are 2 glass and anodized aluminum doors on the south side of the storefront. The more 
southerly door provides access to the second story of the building . Display windows are located to the south 
of the main entrance. The bulkhead and piers consist of green enamel metal panels with newer brickwork 
below the display windows. • The back, stepped massing is covered in stucco and displays a single , metal 
commercial access door and a wood frame stair to the south . 

History of Use 

In 1899 this building housed a Chinese laundry. By 1904 it had become a grocery store. Auto sales occupied 
the space in 1919, followed by a garage at the beginning of the Depression. The John Lewer Tavern did 
business there in the 1940's as well as a power company and a harness shop. These were followed by 
Hollister's Hardware in the mid-1950's, a Sears Catalog store in 1970 and a Curves (fitness) in 2007. Today 
it appears to be an antiques store. 

Present Use Commercial 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



212 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-764 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-765 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 213 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0820 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459379 4880754 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-008 Block-006 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1935 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Good Condition Good 

This Depression-era single story vernacular commercial building is faced with brown brick. It has an 
unadorned parapet with tile cap. The recessed entry is accessed through a stepped arched opening. The 
entry door is surrounded with vertical wood paneling and the large tri-set display window is framed with 
anodized aluminum . • The back facade displays a red tile wall capped with a shallow asphalt shingled shed 
roof and has a single, utility access door. 

History of Use 

Since the 1950's this space was occupied by the law firms of Iversen and Stone; then Iversen & Patton . 
Today it is Iversen & Sterling. 

Present Use Commercial: Office Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



213 State Street North 

View looking west. 

I 
View looking east. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011 -12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records , 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-765 



Mannesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-766 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 214 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1080 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter Tl07N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459378 4880732 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-005 Block-007 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1950 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Poor Condition Fair 

This mid-20th century, single-story building is faced with brick that has been spray painted in orange and 
cream-colored paint. An older projecting sign is affixed to the building above a retractable canvas awning. 
The storefront is composed of a modern commercial door on the south end of the elevation and 2 large 
display windows to the north. The door and windows are glass and extruded aluminum. The bulkhead is 
composed of glass block, covered in part by painted vertical wood panels. The piers consist of wood and 
brick, both painted . • The back elevation is painted a bright orange and has two rigid awning fixtures over 
an access door opening and a window set. 

History of Use 
This building was originally the Busy Bee Cafe and remained so until at least 1983. A beauty shop 
(Stella 's/The Bob 'N Kurl Beauty shop) opened on the basement level when the cafe opened. The restaurant 
became the Plaza Morena by 2007 and El Molina's in 2010, which it remains today. 

Present Use Commercial : Restaurant Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



214 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-766 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-767 
· Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 215 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0800 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459379 4880756 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-007 Block-006 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1905/1940 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Good Condition Very Good 

This 2-story vernacular commercial block is faced in cream-colored brick. It has 2 evenly spaced windows on 
the second floor, each with a brown brick lintel. The storefront includes a recessed centrally located metal 
door with 2 lights. The entryway is flanked with large display windows on either side. The bulkhead and piers 
are cream-colored brick. 

History of Use 

In 1910 cigars were sold in this building ; by 1919 it had become a saloon. Al 's Gray Castle Cafe occupied 
this corner in 1930 for a decade or more. In 1970 the State Employment Office and H&R Block services were 
in the space. American Family Insurance was there by 2007 and remains today. 

Present Use Commercial : Insurance Office Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



215 State Street North 

View looking west. 

View looking east. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011 - 12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-767 



Minr,esota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-768 /J/so 
survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Surveywf wsc -
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 216 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1070 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459378 4880735 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-004 Block-007 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1897 Historic Name T Barden Build ing 

Style Classical Revival Integrity Poor Condition Fair 
Description 

This 2-story late-19th century Classical Revival building is faced in dark cream-colored brick with stone 
accents. The upper story of the front facade is crowned with a pediment. A nameplate engraved with "T 
Barden 1897" is centrally located below the peak. Three modern evenly spaced 1 /1 windows are set within 
red brick that fills the original window openings. The original lintels, vertical cream-colored brick, are visible 
above the red brick fill. Four stone blocks , set in the brick, are visible on the south and north sides of the 
windows. A light stone belt spans the facade below the windows. • On the main floor the transom is 
covered over with metal panels. The storefront consists of a recessed doorway flanked on either side by 
display windows and, on the north side, an access door to the second floor. The doors and windows are 
framed in extruded aluminum. The bulkhead and piers are cream-colored brick. Limestone blocks anchor 
each corner of the building. • The upper story of the back elevation retains its original segmental arched 
openings, but the upper portions have been infilled with brick and a new door and windows have been 
installed. The lower openings have been infilled with glass block and an aluminum and glass commercial 
access door. 

History of Use 

A tailor occupied this building in 1899, followed by a bicycle shop (1904) , a barber (1910) and a tin shop 
(1919) . Al 's Machine Shop was then tenant for approximately 30 years until sometime in the 1970's (which 
by then was shared with Deuber's Ory Goods Store. Dueber's Fabrics was the occupant in 1980. Remax 
Real Estate had moved in by 2007. The building appears to be vacant today. 

Present Use Vacant Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 

0/'Z-



216 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-768 
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Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-769 

; Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 218 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1060 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459378 4880737 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-003 Block-007 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed Unknown 

Style Art Deco 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Poor Condition Very Poor 

This 2-story brick-faced building displays little ornamentation . The second story is faced with cream-colored 
brick and has 2 tall 6-paned windows. A rusted metal marquee is affixed to the second floor below the 
windows. The main floor is covered with painted tile and brick. The centrally-located recessed entry consists 
of the doorway and plate glass windows. Additionally, theater advertising poster windows flank the recessed 
area. The entire storefront consists of glass and extruded aluminum. • The back facade is constructed of 
tile block and displays a 6-paned utility window, a door halfway up the elevation and a newer utility door at 
grade. 

History of Use 
By 1899 this site was the Jellum & Donovan grocery and continued as a grocery until it was listed as vacant 
in 1910. By 1919 the main floor remained vacant , but there was a photography shop on the 2nd floor, which 
remained until at least 1930. By then a movie theater occupied the main floor (Park Theatre) , remaining until 
at least the 1960's. Sometime during the Depression the Dana Wobschall Tire Shop (presumably on the 2nd 
floor) , followed by Larson Jewelry Store and a shoe shop in the 1950's. By 1970 the theatre appears to have 
closed , replaced by Papa Chips and Iver's Unclaimed Freight. By 1983 Waseca Ceramics and Gifts was in 
business at this address. ilt has been vacant since 2007. 

Present Use Vacant 

NR Status Not listedNot listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



218 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-769 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-770 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 220 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17 .100.1050 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter Tl 07N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459378 4880739 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-002 Block-007 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870- 1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1900 est. 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Poor Condition Very Good 

This turn of the century simple vernacular single story building is faced with red brick and has no 
ornamentation . The modern storefront consists of two display windows flanking a centrally located entryway. 
The entry has a transom and each window has a red brick sill. All consist of glass and anodized aluminum. • 
A better gauge of the structure's age can be seen in the infilled fenestration on the back elevation . All that 
remains in use is a simple utility access door. 

History of Use 

A second hand store occupied this building in 1904. By 1919 it housed a millinery shop and from 1919 to 
1930 it was the Vulcanizing Tire Rep. Through the 1930's it was the Mort Christian Tavern , followed in the 
'50's by Northside Liquor. The Farmers Insurance Group occupied part of the space from the 1950's to at 
least 1980, along with Paschall Barber, Mcloone Bar and Lindsey Water Softener. In the early '80s the L.A. 
A.L. Insurance office and a Christian bookstore were located here. By 2007 Prudential Financial Services 
occupied the space, which remains today. 

Present Use Commercial : Office 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



220 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files , 2011 -12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-770 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-771 

survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 222 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1040 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459378 48807 41 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-001 Block-007 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1899 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Good Condition Very Good 

This turn of the century 2-story corner commercial building is faced in cream-colored brick. The roof is 
capped with tile . The second story displays three slightly-raised bands of deep-red brick that define the top, 
center rail and bottom of the three windows on the front facade. While the State Street upper elevation 
retains its original window openings and cream-colored stone sills , the 3 evenly-spaced 1 /1 windows are 
newer. On the first floor there are 2 identical recessed modern entrances that flank a single display window. 
The doors are glass and anodized aluminum with a glass transom and crowned with a rigid waterfall awning. 
The display window is framed by a red brick band and a cream brick sill and bulkhead. • The side elevation 
along 3rd Avenue NE and the back elevation have a cream-colored skim coat over the brick and display a 
variety of window openings. At street level original fenestration consists of a recessed entrance with stoop 
and multiple windows. All side windows have stone sills. 

History of Use 

Nothing is known of the use of this building prior to 1930. During the Depression it housed the Maloney & 
Clement Grocery along with an office for a Dr. Swenson. The medical office continued on into at least 1960. 
During the 1970's this was the home of KOWO Radio and as well as Waseca Real Estate. Since 2007 this 
location houses the Ma & Paw Pet Wash . 

Present Use Commercial : Pet Groomer 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



222 State Street North 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-771 



Mir.nesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-772 1/!so 
survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 0'E-4JQ"_ 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC OO~ 

Property Location 
Address 100 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0250 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459353 4880603 

_Legal ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 1 BLK 4 EX W 30 FT 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1908 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Didra Building 

Integrity Good Condition Very Good 

This commercial building sits at the southwest corner of the State Street and Elm Avenue intersection. The 
two-story business block displays two major facades of cream-colored brick accented with light stone 
banding and details. The upper story of the front facade is crowned with a stepped and capped parapet wall ; 
a centered nameplate that reads "Didra," the name of the original business owner, Orlando Didra; and four 
evenly spaced original window openings with newer 1 /1 windows and transoms. The windows have stone 
lintels and a continuous stone band sill. Below the banding is a transom that is etched to look like prism 
glass above the storefront. While the storefront maintains its original configuration , the surround has been 
modernized with the application of black Vitrolite glass. The storefront has been remodeled with new display 
windows on either side of a recessed central entry all framed in anodized aluminum surrounds . The 
storefront wraps around onto Elm Avenue West for one bay. Above the Elm storefront are large metal panels 
that cover the side brick. • The Elm Avenue West elevation has been resurfaced with red brick. The upper 
elevation displays 1/1 windows with brick lintels and sills . At street level the fenestration consists of window 
and door openings with the same detailing as the front fac;ade . At grade there are 2 door openings that flank 
a large sheet glass window. There is also a high, but small single-paned window in the middle of the side 
elevation . 

History of Use 

Constructed in 1908 this building was often utilized as a drug store continu ing through 1930 (Didra & Gilbert 
Drug) ; 1950 (Didra Drug/Berg Drug) ; and 1970 (Berg Drug) . In the 1970s it became a barber shop and since 
1980 has been the home of Personalized Printing. 

Present Use Commercial : Printing Property Type Build ing 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



1 oo' State Street South 

View looking west. 

View looking southwest. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-772 

View looking northeast. 
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Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-773 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 101 State Street South Cityrrwp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1580 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 
USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459361 4880644 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-001 Block-009 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1900 

Style Unknown 

Historic Name Mcloughlin/Pfaff Building 

Integrity Very Poor Condition Poor 
Description 

This two-story corner structure's original fenestration and detailing is covered under plywood panels on the 
upper two-thirds along State Street and most westerly bay along Elm Avenue. The modernized storefront 
now consists of a southerly recessed entry with a modern glass and aluminum commercial door and a broad 
sweep of display windows to the north toward the corner. Like the plywood paneling above, the storefront 
windows wrap around the corner and extend along Elm Avenue for about 25 feet. The band of original 
upper-story window openings near the intersection are primarily infilled with back panels. There are a variety 
of windows and window sets on both levels along the Elm Avenue elevation. Toward the east end at the 
pedestrian level is a side entrance with a rigid waterfall awning. • While the upper east-facing elevation has 
been most obscured with infill , the fenestration consists of a 1-story bump-out with a single commercial utility 
door. 

History of Use 
Originally identified as the Mcloughlin Building, what is also known as the Pfaff Building housed a grocery 
store from 1904 until the 1920's .. It became a furniture store (1930) with funeral services added possibly as 
early as 1939. It became Mitchell Furniture in 1973, followed by a beauty salon. Realty businesses occupied 
the space in 2007 and remain today. 

Present Use Commercial : Realty Office Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district. 



101 State Street South 

View looking east. 

View looking southeast. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-773 

View looking southwest. 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-774 

/ Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 102 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0260 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459371 4880615 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-002 Block-004 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1899 Historic Name A. Guyer Building 

Style Classical Revival Integrity Fair Condition Fair 
Description 

This two-story Classical Revival brick-faced block is crowned with a shallow ornamental brick parapet sitting 
on a stone band. Below the band above the 3 original window openings are three brick arches with 
keystones. The center, segmental arch with keystone displays a pressed metal nameplate that reads "A. 
Guyer. " Above the narrower side window openings are pressed metal sunburst ornamental plates with 
keystones above. Below a stone band there are 3 original window openings which once displayed 1/1 
double hung windows. The original windows , however, have been removed and replaced with downsized 
modern stock windows and plywood panels above. The original storefront transom is covered with painted 
wood panels. The newer storefront, while it may retain the original configuration , now displays modern glass 
and anodized aluminum framed openings. A southerly side door entrance provides access to the second 
floor. • The upper level of the rear facade has single-paned and glass block infill. There is a utility door with 
a pent roof at grade. 

History of Use 

This building was built by A. Guyer in 1899 and housed the Anton Guyer Clothing until 1968 when it became 
the Senior Citizen Center. Joe's Barber Shop and an Eagles Club occupied the building in the 1970s. It 
housed Olde World Optical in the '80s and then the Thrifty Exchange in 2007. 

Present Use Commercial 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



102 State Street South 
/ 

View looking west. 

View looking northeast. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-774 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-775 
survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 103 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1590 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459371 4880615 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT LOTS 2 & 3 BLK 9 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed Unknown 

Style Modern Commercial 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Poor Condition Very Good 

This simple one-story vernacular painted brick-faced building has no ornamentation . The building is 
sheathed in a beige-painted brick with a storefront composed of blue vertical panels surrounded by white 
trim . The two entry doors and large plate glass windows are surrounded by anodized aluminum. The 
bulkhead is beige brick with piers of wood painted white. • The back of the building shows some of its true 
age with two 16-paned utility windows that have been painted over. There are two access doors that are 
reached via steps to a raised porch with a pent roof. There is a drive at the south end of the back the 
provides access to a basement garage. 

History of Use 

The first notation of occupancy at this site is as a general store in 1894, followed by a dry goods business 
and a department store . Mike Weller Liquors and Howard Plummer Newstand were listed at this location in 
the 1930's, followed by a jewelry store in the 1950's. In 2007 the business in this space was The Two of Us. 
Currently the building is occupied by CADA of Waseca County. 

Present Use Commercial : Office 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



103 State Street South 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011 -12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-775 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-776 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 104 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0270 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459354 4880590 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-003 Block-004 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1885 Historic Name Wahlschlager Building 

Style Boomtown Integrity Good Condition Good 
Description 

This is a two-story wood frame "boomtown" (false front) structure with an original pressed metal projecting , 
bracketed and painted cornice. The upper-story is covered in artificial lap siding . While there were originally 
evenly spaced openings, the center opening has been covered over. The 2 remaining windows still have 
their original 4/4 sash . The storefront is framed with brick piers that are now painted. The storefront consists 
of two display windows with side ornamental iron posts that define the entry. The original entry door has 
been replaced with a modern glass and aluminum door. • The gabled back elevation is sheathed in vertical 
siding . A one-story brick extension projects off the gabled facade. A wood staircase and shed roof are 
attached to the one-story back. There is a utility door under the shed roof. 

History of Use 

This building housed a hardware store from 1884 until the Depression ; Around 1940 it was converted to 
Western Auto and in 1950 became the Pheasant Cafe , which it remains today. 

Present Use Commercial : Cafe 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



104 State Street South 

View looking east. 

View looking northeast. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-776 



Mi·nnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-777 /Jl5t 
survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Surveyw € ,wsc-

Survey Date Fall 2001 -Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 005 

Property Location 
Address 106 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0280 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459370 4880609 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-004 Block-004 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Ra ilroads and Agricultural Development, 1870- 1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1917 Historic Name Brozik Meat Building 

Style Commercial Vernacular Integrity Fair Condition Poor 
Description 

This early 20th century one-story vernacular commercial structure is sheathed in white glazed brick, 
however, the upper portion of the building's glazing has been over painted with flat, brick-colored paint. 
Centered above the storefront opening are three stone panels with sculptural depictions of the heads of a pig 
and a steer. The original transom level has been covered with a band of red laminate infill panels. Red 
panels also once covered the side piers and possibly the brick bulkhead . Now the side and lower panels 
have been removed and expose the decorative and structural brick beneath . The storefront retains its 
original configuration with two large display windows flanking a centra lly recessed original wood and glass 
entry door. Floor tile in the recessed entry reads : Brozik & Sons Market. • The well-maintained back facade 
is sheathed in newer concrete block and displays a single utility door. 

History of Use 
The building was a meat market in its early years, becoming Sampson's Shoe Store and then Torbert's 
Lockers in the 1950s. In the 1970s and '80s it became a realty company, then a beauty shop but was vacant 
by 2007. Currently it is used for expansion space for the saloon next door at 108 State Street South . 

Present Use Commercial : Tavern Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



106 State Street South Inventory# WE-WSC-777 

View looking west. 

View looking northeast. Tile work at entrance threshold. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 
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Mhilnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-778 /1($() 
survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Surveyk'E-~--a,3 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 107 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1610 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459374 4880661 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-004 Block-009 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1889 

Style Italianate 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Fair Condition Fair 

This two-story Italianate commercial building is sheathed in red brick. The building is crowned with a metal 
cornice and a center pediment. A sunburst pattern in mixed brick and stone is in the pediment. The fac;;ade is 
divided into 3 bays. Each bay is capped with segmental brick arches that crown recessed and highly detailed 
stone and diamond-shaped brickwork which is above double window sets. It appears that the high windows 
have been infilled with opaque panels in aluminum frames. The 3 window sets sit on a continuous stone 
band. • The upper and lower halves of the building are divided by aluminum banding . Seven reflective 
panels span the transom . The modern storefront is nearly flush with the building face and is composed of a 
centered entryway flanked by large plate glass windows framed in anodized aluminum. The bulkhead and 
piers are made of newer cream-colored brick. • The back elevation retains its symmetrical window 
placement and has a utility door and garage door at grade. 

History of Use 

This building was a hardware store in 1899 (Goodman & Mahler) . Hardware continued to be sold there until 
the Depression . In 1930 it was briefly a grocery (Brown & Son Grocery and Dry Goods) and tin shop before 
reverting back to hardware (Mahler Hardware) until the 1950's. Champion Auto Supply occupied the space 
in the 1970's followed by Jim Hanks Auto Parts in the 1980's. Since 2011 it has housed a Domino's Pizza. 

Present Use Commercial : Pizza Store Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



107 State Street South 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-778 
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Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-779 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 108 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0290 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459370 4880608 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-005 Block-004 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870- 1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1899 

Style Italianate 

Historic Name Wm Westphal Build ing 

Integrity Fair Condition Good 
Description 

This late 19th century single-story Italianate is a brick commercial block displays an elaborate corbelled brick 
cornice . Below the cornice is a band of 3 recessed decorative panels. The center recessed area displays a 
stone nameplate that reads 'Wm Westphal '. The transom is covered in painted plywood and includes the 
business signboard . Two display windows frame a recessed doorway at the storefront. The doorway and 
windows are framed in extruded aluminum . Below the windows are modern, high brick bulkheads. Framing 
the sides of the storefront are red brick piers on stone bases. • the back elevation is obscured by patio with 
a pent roof and enclosed with stockade fencing. 

History of Use 
This block appears to have been a saloon or tavern for much of its history. It is identified as a saloon in 1899 
and again in 1904. Vacant in 1910, it was once again a saloon in 1919. Names of establishments are 
unknown until 1930, when it was Ed McCloones Bar. In approximately 1970 it became Rose's Bar and then , 
in 2007, PJ 's - 108 State Tavern . 

Present Use Commercial : Tavern 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Build ing 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



108 State Street South 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-779 



_Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-780 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 109 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1620 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 45937 4 4880666 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-005 Block-009 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1891 

Style Italianate 

Historic Name N. Weller Building 

Integrity Fair Condition Good 
Description 
This 1890s two-story brick Italianate building is faced in red brick. The roofline displays a corbelled cornice. 
Centered below the cornice and decorative brickwork is a centered stone date and nameplate reading "1891 
N. Weller". The nameplate is flanked by decorative recessed panels on either side. There are four original 
segmental arched window openings with painted plywood panels above down-sized aluminum windows 
below. Each window has a smooth limestone sill. A corrugated metal panel on the signboard course 
separates the two floors , below which is a modern variation on the traditional storefront. The recessed door 
and very tall transom is centered in the opening. The entry door that is two steps up from grade is framed by 
very tall plate glass display window sets anchored by tall iron posts at the lot line. On either side of the of the 
expansive glass entry bay are new white brick panels and piers. In each brick side panel is a new paneled 
metal door with transom above. • The back elevation displays the original arched window openings on the 
upper level. The original first floor facade is covered in modern roofing and artificial siding and displays 2 
utility doors. one solid and one with an upper light. 

History of Use 

This building was also known as the Jondal Building and Gillis Building. It housed a saloon at the turn of the 
century, but was vacant in 1910. In the 1920's the occupants were the Street Paul Clothing Store followed by 
the Armstrong Motor Car Company. Between the 1930s and 1960s it housed Jondal's Scoreboard Billiards 
and Pool as well as the Salzle Pool Hall and, in the basement, the Hopscotch Inn and a Veteran's Club 
(1958) . Deike's Off-Sale Liquors and Main Street Liquors operated from here in the 1970s and 1980s. In 
2007 a real estate company took possession . Today the occupant is Teri 's State Street Salon. 

Present Use Commercial : Salon Spa Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



109 State Street South 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-780 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-781 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 111 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1630 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 45937 4 4880672 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 6 & N 6 IN OF LOT 7 BLK 9 

Propert y Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1885 

Style Italianate 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Fair Condition Good 

This two-story brick Italianate commercial-style building has a corbelled and decorative brick cornice. The 
second story retains its original segmental arch window openings. Original decorative cut wood inserts are 
fitted into the window arches. Below the insets are plywood infill panels over short stock glass and aluminum 
combination windows that sit on stone sills. The original 1/1 wood windows appear to be behind the panels 
and combinations. The signboard course states "Waseca Music Co." The storefront consists of a centered 
doorway that is two steps up from grade. The entry door has a large glass transom and framed by side 
display windows. At the sidewalk the two large windows with transom are framed by iron posts at the recess 
and painted brick piers at the building's outer edges. The bulkhead is composed of brick and basement 
window panels that are both covered with white paint. • The back elevation retains its fenestration 
openings on both levels, but the centered door and side windows on the upper level have infill panels and 
downsized windows and the upper story has lost its walkout balcony. There is a single utility door at grade. 

History of Use 
This building housed a meat market in 1889, followed by a dry goods and then general store until 1919 when 
it appears to have served as a lunch counter; Brisbane and Perrin Music Store (1914-1929) and a furniture 
store, shoe store and jeweler in the 1930's and 1940's. It reverted to a music store in 1950 and has housed 
the Waseca Music Company since 1970. 

Present Use Commercial : Music Stone 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



I 

111 State Street South 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-781 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-782 11~ 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey /J.Jc-kl~ -tJo'I 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 110 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0300/1 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459370 4880606 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-006 Block-004/ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-007 Block-004 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1902 

Style Italianate 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Fair Condition Fair 

This turn of the 20th century Italianate two-story brick-faced structure was designed to house two businesses 
that were divided by a narrow, central bay that defines the access and stairway to the upper apartment level. 
A simple centered stone crop finial caps the center bay and, with the stone capping unites both major bays. 
At the base of the parapet wall a stone and figurative terra cotta tile belt course contains two stone 
nameplates, one centered in each of the major bays. On the 110 address bay is a nameplate that has lost 
most of its letters due to wear and deterioration, however the ghost letters may be: " __ YER". Below the 
parapet and nameplates are bands of stone, corbelled brick, and decorative tile . When originally built both 
bays of this double block displayed very tall , projecting Oriel bay windows centered on the second story and 
flanked by side double-hung windows. At both addresses the projecting bays and side windows have been 
removed and the openings down-sized with brick that matches the original brick sheathing. The new, shorter 
window configuration includes a centered double-hung window set flanked by side windows. The infill 
windows at 110 are significantly shorter than the infill windows to the south at 112. • The storefront retains 
its framing brick and stone piers, and the decorative iron posts flanking the central doorway. The new 
signboard panels, entries and display windows of the two commercial bays are non-symmetrical in layout. 
The only unifying feature of the two storefronts is the use and design of the extruded aluminum framing . At 
110 State Street the commercial door with transom is recessed and centered between flanking display 
windows that rest on brick bulkheads. • The back elevation displays a two-story wood frame covered porch 
with an open stair, and a mix of modified windows and doors. 

History of Use 

This multi-use building has a varied usage history. In 1895 Anthony Guyer bought the property. His name 
may have appeared on the parapet name stone. In the 1930s the building housed the C.L. Gill Daisy Shop 
and Holbrook Grocery and Meat Market, followed by Carlson Food Market, Sutton's Paint and Decorating 
and various television repair shops from the 1950s to 1980s; a hair salon (2007) and a karate studio (2010) . 
In addition to the Golden Touch hair salon and National Tawkwondo Institute, Spotlight Communications is 
located in the building in 2012. 

Present Use Commercial : Offices Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



110 State Street South 

View looking west. 

View looking east. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-782 
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Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-783 f)f5o 
, Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Surveyw.t-4.1'X:-o.i,r 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 112 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0310 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459370 4880604 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-007 Block-004 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1902 

Style Italianate 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Fair Condition Fair 

This Italianate two-story brick-faced structure was designed with two businesses bays divided by a narrow, 
central bay that defines the access stairway to the upper apartment level. A simple centered stone crop finial 
caps the center bay and the stone capping unites both major bays. At the base of the parapet wall a stone 
and figurative terra cotta tile belt contains two stone nameplates, one centered on each bay. On the 112 
address bay is a nameplate that has lost most of its letters due to deterioration, however the visible letters 
are: "M ____ EY". Below the parapet and nameplates are bands of stone, corbelled brick, and 
decorative tile. When originally built both main bays displayed very tall , projecting Oriel bay windows 
centered on the second story and flanked by shorter double-hung windows. At both addresses the projecting 
bays and side windows have subsequently been removed and the openings infilled with brick that matches 
the original brick sheathing. At 112 the infill also included the installation of new stone to complete a stone 
belt that was originally interrupted by the Oriel window. The new, shorter window configuration , which is 
more horizontal in appearance, includes a centered double-hung window set flanked by side windows. The 
windows are 8/1 sash. The infill windows at 112 are significantly taller than the infill windows to the north at 
110. • The storefront retains its framing brick and stone piers, and the decorative iron posts flanking the 
central doorway. The new signboard panels, entries and display windows of the two commercial bays are 
non-symmetrical in layout. The only unifying feature of the two storefronts is the use and design of the 
extruded aluminum framing . At 112 State Street the commercial door with transom is recessed and at the 
south end of the storefront opening. Tall display windows stretch along the sidewalk north to the central door 
set. The display windows rest on a short bulkhead. • The back elevation displays a two-story wood frame 
covered porch with an open stair, and a mix of modified windows and doors. 

History of Use 
This building was owned by Matthew B. Keeley at the turn of the century. It was most likely his name that 
appeared on the parapet name stone. The Golden Touch hair salon is located in the building in 2012. 

Present Use Commercial : Hair Salon Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



, 112 State Street South 

View looking west. 

View looking east. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011 - 12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-783 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-785 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 114 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0320 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter Tl07N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459370 4880602 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-008 Block-004 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricu ltural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed Unknown 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Good Condition Good 

This vernacular single-story commercial block has a red brick facade. The only ornamentation to this simple 
building are two recessed areas in the brickwork that have corbelled tops and were designed to add visual 
interest to a relatively blank surface. The original prism glass transoms remain above the display and entry 
set. The remainder of the storefront includes a modern entry door with transom flanked by display windows, 
all framed in anodized aluminum. The bulkheads display painted infill panels. • The back elevation displays 
one original infilled window opening and lean-to shed with utility door and a short storage addition or bin . 

History of Use 

In 1899 a restaurant was located here. By the 1930s this structure was occupied by the Ben Senske Grocery 
followed by the E.F. Johnson Office and then the Crevice Cafe in the 1950s. A Senior Citizen Center was 
located here in the 1970s or possibly 1980s. In 2007 the building became Tony Nails, which it remains today. 

Present Use Commercial : Beauty Salon 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



114 State Street South 

View looking west. 

View looking east. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011 - 12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-785 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-784 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 113 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1650 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 45937 4 4880677 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 7 EX N 6 IN BLK 9 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed Unknown 

Style Italianate 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Poor Condition Fair 

This late 19th century two-story brick Italianate structure, like its neighbor at 110-112 State Street South, is a 
single brick block with two storefront bays that are divided in the center with an entrance to the vestibule and 
stair to the second story apartment. The center door is a metal paneled residential door with a tall transom 
above. The building appears to have lost a decorative cornice but retains a simple parapet wall with a 
corbelled brick band above decorative brick panels. Below the panels are five window openings with shallow 

· arched brick crowns and stone sills. At the 113 address, two stock 1 /1 windows with wood infill frames are 
fitted into the original window openings. Below both of the windows are decorative brick panels that reflect 
the brick panels and banding above the windows . The original large storefront opening is infilled with a 
lighter cream brick and displays a modern commercial door with transom, and double display windows that 
are all framed in extruded aluminum. The storefront door is located at the north end of the north bay. • The 
back facade suggests that 113 and 115 have two different owners. The northern half of the building (113) 
displays original exposed brick, while the southern half (115) has brick that has been painted over. At 113 
there is an arched second story window that has been infilled above with a single-paned stationary window 
below. The other fenestration includes a small stair landing window and a first floor original window opening 
with infill above and a newer window below. There is access to 113 through a metal utility door that is on a 
deck five steps above grade. 

History of Use 
In the late 19th century the second floor of the building was used as a roller skating rink. The south side of 
the first floor (113) was a furniture store in the late 19th century. From the 1930's onward it housed, 
variously, an appliance store , a plumbing and heating company, an office supply store, Dokken's Furniture, 
Waseca Decorating and Paint Center. In 2007 the tenant became Smittin ' with Knittin '. 

Present Use Commercial Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



' 113 State Street South 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files , 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-784 



Mi~,nesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-786 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 115 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1660 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459375 4880683 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 8 & N 10 FT OF LOT 9 EX W 36 FT & EX N 10 FT OF E 47 FT OF LOT 
9 & N 5 FT OF E 47 FT OF LOT 9 BLK 9 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed Unknown 

Style Italianate 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Fair Condition Fair 

This late 19th century two-story brick Italianate structure, like its neighbor at 110-112 State Street South , is a 
single brick block with two storefront bays that are divided in the center with a entrance to the vestibule and 
stair to the second story apartment. The block appears to have lost a decorative cornice but retains a simple 
parapet wall with a corbelled brick band above decorative brick panels . Below the panels are five window 
openings with shallow arched brick crowns and stone sills . The center circulation bay window is similar in 
scale to the tall infill windows of 113 however it is still shorter in height. The two windows to the south that 
are in the 115 bay retain their brick crowns, but the top third of the window openings have been infilled with 
brick, the sills have been lowered, and short stock windows have been installed. The pattern of decorative 
brickwork panels that appear below the two 113 windows have been covered over with a metal sheet that is 
affixed to the brick. Like its neighboring bay at 113 the storefront opening in 115 has been infill with newer 
brick. The new front displays a signboard that is recessed into a banded brick frame. Below the signboard 
are two tall windows and an access door. All their openings display rounded arches and banded brick 
framing . The door and the two fixed windows also have half-circle, glass-filled transoms. The modern entry 
door is constructed of glass framed in extruded aluminum. • The back facade suggests that 113 and 115 
have two different owners. The northern half of the building (113) displays original exposed brick, while the 
southern half (115) has brick that has been painted over. At 115 the second story displays a window that has 
been infilled above with a double-hung window below. At the upper level there is also a small balcony with a 
utility door that is partially enclosed in an original , centered window opening The other fenestration includes 
two small newer windows. Access to 115 is provided through a metal and glass commercial utility door with 
transom that is on a deck seven steps up from grade. 

History of Use 

The north side (115) first floor housed a Masonic Hall in the 1880's. Beginning in the 1930's it then became 
an insurance company, furniture exchange and Waseca Savings and Loan. A Ward 's Catalog Store 
occupied the space in the 1980s. In 2007 Horace Mann Financial occupied the space. Presently it appears 
to be for rent. 

Present Use Commercial 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



115 State Street South 

View looking east. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-786 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-787 .Jf(So 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Surveytuc'-£J<;c-

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC Ooz.,, 

Property Location 
Address 117 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1680 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459375 4880689 

Legal Original Plat LOTS 9 & 10 EX N10FT OF LOT 9 EX W36FT THEREOF & EX E47FT 
THEREOF TOGETHER WITH N5FT OF E47FT OF LOT 9 7 EX BEG AT SECOR OF LOT 
1 O; THENCE N TO A PT 5FT S OF NE COR OF LOT 9; THEN W44.5FT; THENCE STOA 
PT 43FT W OF SE COR OF LOT 1 O; THENCE E42FT TO PT OF BERG BLK 9 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1883 

Style Georgian 
Description 

Historic Name Sheridan House/Waverly Hotel Building 

Integrity Very Good Condition Very Good 

Known as the Old Waverly Hotel building , this three-story Georgian style brick structure was bu ilt as a hotel 
in the 1880's. The buildings most distinctive feature is its truncated hipped roof with bands of window 
dormers crowned with shallow gables. Below the roofline the tan-colored brick mass sits on an elevated 
rough-face stone basement. The major brick elevations along State Street and 2nd Avenue SE display 
bands of window openings of both the first and second floors . The windows in the brick facade facing State 
Street display segmental arched double brick crowns with stone keystones, and stone sills. The State Street 
first floor displays a slightly-recessed central glass and frame door with a fanlight transom that sits above the 
raised basement. The entrance set, like the State Street windows has a double brick crown with a keystone. 
Access to the door is provided by stone stone steps to the north and south of the raised stone entry porch . 
On each side of the entrance are two very tall 9/9 double-hung windows. • The windows along 2nd Avenue 
are less formal with single brick crowns and no keystones , but do have stone sills. Both facades retain their 
original basement window openings, and 2nd Avenue displays a side entrance and basement stair and 
entrance. The dormer windows and the windows below, including the basement windows are formally 
spaced and stacked. • The back alley elevation of this structure is primarily obscured by the 1960s building 
at 109 2nd Avenue SE. What can be viewed is a single dormer centered on the hipped roof and a second 
story arched window or door below. 

History of Use 

Built as the Sheridan Hotel , by 1889 it had become the Stevens House; by 1894 The Hotel Ward ; and by 
1899 The Waverly Hotel. In the late 1930's it was purchased and converted to offices and apartments. 
Various physicians and dentists occupied the building from the 1940's until at least 1980. By 2007 it was an 
apartment building once again . 

Present Use Residential Apartment Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



117 State Street South 

View looking northeast. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-787 
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SHERIDAN HOUSE 

As in the other towns in the county serviced by the rail-
road, the effect of significant transportat ional , commercial , 
and industrial activities has produced in Waseca a large number 
of commercial hotels . The most significant of these buildings 
is the Sheridan House . 

Built by Patrick Moonan in 1882 , the Sheridan House has 
had many owners n 1889 the hotel was known as the Steven 
House 1 in l ~ el Ward , and in 1899 the building was 
given its last name as a guest house , the Waverly Hotel . In 
1937 the Waverly was purchased by F , J . Conway who shortly 
thereafter converted the hotel into offices and apartments . 1 

The Sheridan House was equipped with elegant lobby , full 
kitchen , and two stories of guest rooms. 

One block from the Chicago & Northwestern depot and two 
blocks from the Minneapolis & St, Louis Railway depot , the 
Sheridan provided lodging , meals , and social context for many 
travelers, itinerant merchants, and workers brought to town by 
the two railroads , 

The Sheridan House is the best preserved commercial hotel 
building in Waseca County . It is a representative index of 
the town ' s transportational , commercial and industrial activity . 
It is also t he best preserved example of econd Empire commer-
cial architecture in the county. 

1Gary Mc Vey , "Hotel Has 1OO-Year History", Waseca Daily 
Journal , February 4 , 1981 , Perspective Section , p . 2 . 



SHERIDAN HOUSE 

The Sheridan House is located on the northeast corner of 
State Street and Second Avenue S .E . in Waseca , Minnesota . Its 
proximity to the railroad depot sugg ests the conveni ence of the 
former hotel to travel ers and railroad employees . 

This two~ half story L- shaped building was constructed 
i n 1882 of brick with a stone foundation forming a raised 
basement . The proportions and detailing are reminiscent of the 
Federal style of architecture . 

The front entry is a singl e wide door with sidelights and 
a transom , topped by a brick arch with a keystone . The date 
" 1882 " is carved in the keystone . Windows on the west side of 
theJt rst floor are tall and thin with stone sills , '::II- brick~ 

5 1,o~ 
~evin,g arch~ and 4 contrasting keystone<;, Second story windows 

on the west side are shorter , and also have stone sills , brick 
uit--i e ;rHJ.g arch~ but no keystone:;..- Pedimented dormer windows pro-
ject from the low-pitched mansard roof . 

A porch has been removed from the front , and the interior 
has been altered into office space and apartments . 

Gebhard , David and Martinson , Tom . A Guide To The Architecture 
of Minnesota , University of Minnesota Press , Minneapolis , 
MN , 1977 , 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-788 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 

Property Location 

Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Address 118 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0330 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459370 4880598 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT LOTS 9 & 10 BLK 4 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1912 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Lewer Building 

Integrity Good Condition Very Good 

Originally a three-story building , this corner brick-faced commercial property was hit by lightening in 1960, 
causing a fire that destroyed the entire third floor. This early 20th century building now displays some 
replacement brick at the flat roofline with metal capping . Along State Street the second floor window 
openings are original with newer 1/1 sash. The second floor along 2nd Avenue SW is divided into six even 
bays, with each bay supporting three windows with 1/1 sash. A thin stone belt along the two major elevations 
serves as a sill for the upper story windows. • The first floor transoms on both elevations are covered with 
vertically ribbed metal panels, or replaced with newer infill glass panels. The northerly bay on State Street 
appears to have retained its original configuration with a recessed door flanked by large display windows, 
and an upper-story entry door opening to the north of the storefront. The fenestration on the south storefront 
on State Street and the pedestrian level openings along 2nd Avenue NW show a variety of modern, 
aluminum framed doors and windows. The pilasters flank the two State Street commercial bays and the 
central entry bay. Pilasters also define the six bays along 2nd Avenue SW. All the brick pilasters rest on 
stone bases. • The alley elevation displays some brick replacement along the roof line and as infill for a 
large centered opening at grade. The elevation retains most of its original window openings with concrete 
lintels and stone sills. The second story now has custom four-paned windows in the original openings. High 
window openings on the first floor have been infilled with black panels. There is a metal utility door cut into 
the infill brick at grade. 

History of Use 

The 1930s show the Crevice Cafe, Borgen Chevrolet Garage and a post office occupied this bu ilding. Auto 
sales took over in 1950s with Lewer Auto (through 1980) and Stav Motor Sales, as well as the Maid-Rite 
Cafe. The space at 116 State Street South was recently occupied by Donnelly Stucco. In 2007 118 State 
Street South became the home of the State Street Bistro . 

Present Use Commercial : Bistro, Apartments Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



118 State Street South 

View looking northwest. 

View looking east. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-788 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-789 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 200 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.103.0010 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-SE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459365 4880522 

Legal AUDITOR'S PLAT OF BLK 1 BARNEY LOTS 1 2 & 3 BLK 1 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870- 1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1917 Historic Name Rendevous/Powell House 

Style Commercial Vernacular Integrity Poor Condition Fair-Poor 
Description 

This parcel is composed of three distinct building blocks. The most prominent block is the two-story dark 
brick building at the southwest corner of State Street South and 2nd Avenue SW. Adjoining to the south 
along State Street is a simple two-story building that features the use of two distinct brick types and color. 
Next to the south is a newer, one-story infill building. • The corner block displays a stepped and stone 
capped parapet along State Street. The flat parapet along 2nd Avenue is covered in metal sheeting. The 
building retains all its original window openings and a thin stone belt that serves as a sill along both major 
facades. The windows that are in pairs are all modern 1 /1 with anodized aluminum frames. The storefront 
has gone through at least two modernizations. After losing its original storefront an Arte Moderne face was 
introduced with plate glass windows framed in bright aluminum, flat surfaces clad in black Vitrolite, and 
corners defined with curving glass block. Subsequent changes include the application of a red brick veneer 
and a brightly colored rigid stationary vinyl awning . The 2nd Avenue elevation displays one bay of the Arte 
Moderne storefront. The original openings have all been infilled with brick and there is a singe metal utility 
door as the west end of the facade. • The adjacent block's upper story displays two bays each with two 1/1 
windows The pilasters roof band, and bands above and below the windows are composed of a dark cream-
colored brick. The fill brick is an orange/red . The original storefront has been replaced with a modern 
shallow-sloped gable roof ridge over a flat limestone veneer. Two modern doors flank the applied stone wall. 
• The one-story infill commercial block is composed of a tiled brick parapet, a shallow ridge that extends 
from the building to the north , and a stone wall similar to the adjacent wall treatment. At the north end of the 
block is a metal utility door. 

History of Use 

In 1919 this building housed a restaurant. By the Depression , in 1930, it was a saloon . Since that time it has 
been a restaurant in one form or another beginning with the F.J. Smith and Son Restaurant. Since then it 
has been the Rendezvous Bar and Cafe ; Clayton and Nelson Tavern , the Powell House, China House, 
State Street Eatery, Old Town Eatery and , finally , El Taquila . 

Present Use Commercial : Restaurant 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



200 'State Street South 

View looking west. 

View looking southwest. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-789 

View looking southwest. 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-790 

survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 201 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.151 .0010 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-SE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459365 4880522 

Legal BARNEYS ADD N50FT OF LOTS 1,2 & 3 BLK 2 EX E3.4FT OF N50FT OF LOT 3 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1957 

Style Modern Commercial 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Very Good Condition Very Good 

This simple one-story modern commercial block has a veneer of cream-colored modern flat-brick. The 
parapet is capped with cast stone and has a pattern of vertical-brick squares that are banded below the cap 
and above a stationary canvas awning . The State Street commercial elevation is composed of a centrally 
placed entry set made up of a glass door with transom and sidelights all framed in aluminum. Centered on 
the brick walls to either side of the entry set are large display window sets also framed in aluminum . At the 
easterly end of the 2nd Avenue SE elevation is a commercial use defined by a stationary awning over two 
display windows with a commercial glass and aluminum door with transom. 

History of Use 

The property occupants are listed as follows : Lortis & Gedosch; Priebe Service Station ; W. Brattrud Store 
1930-40; Lortis Service Station 1950-60; Crawford Studio & Wayne J Studio 1970; Bertram Cooper 
Accounting 1980; Anderson Dentist, Dr. Reick Dentist 2000; Waseca Health Services 2007; gift store 2012. 

Present Use Commercial : Antiques Store Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Not recommended 



201' State Street South 

View looking east. 

View looking south. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-790 

View looking northwest. 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-791 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 205 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.151 .0045 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-SE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459364 4880520 

Legal BARNEYS ADD LOTS 1,2 & 3 EX N50.42FT & EX E3.40FT OF LOT 3 BLK 2 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed Unknown 

Style Modern Commercial 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Very Good Condition Very Good 

This modern one-story brick commercial building displays a commercial elevation of alternating plate glass 
display windows with cast stone sills and glass and anodized aluminum commercial doors. • The south-
facing and back elevations display window openings that have brick sills and have been infilled with glass 
block. There are two infilled doors and one south facing metal utility door. 

History of Use 

A paint store occupied this space in 1940. Quality Print is the current occupant of the building. 

Present Use Commercial : Printing Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Not recommended 



205 'state Street South 

View looking east. 

View looking northwest. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-791 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-792 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 206 State Street South City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.103.0040 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-SE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459365 4880519 

Legal AUDITOR'S PLAT OF BLK 1 BARNEY Lot-004 Block-001 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultura l Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed Unknown 

Style Modern Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Fair Condition Good 

This early 20th century brick building once displayed a simple flat parapet with stone cap. Below and still 
visible is decorative brick and stonework. The commercial front retains its door and window openings that 
have modern door and window treatments of glass and anodized aluminum frames. A relatively recent 
shallow gabled roof structure had been placed over the original flat roof. • The south-facing elevation has 
been sheathed in artificial lap siding and displays a demonstration variety of door and window applications. 

History of Use 

In the late 19th-early 20th century this was the location for the Botsford Lumber Company. Following that it 
was the United Builders Lumber (1980's) and is now occupied by ProBuild . 

Present Use Commercial : Office 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Build ing 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



206 State Street South 

View looking west. 

View looking northwest. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-792 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-795 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 203 2nd Street NE City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1220 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 17 NW-NW 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459486 4880715 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT N 27 2/3 FT OF E 50.1 FT OF LOT 13 & S 12 FT OF E 50.1 FT LOT 14 
BLK 7 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1954 

Style Modern Commercial 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Very Good Condition Very Good 

This one-story commercial block is faced in brick and displays a tall metal cornice. There is a fixed awning 
that nearly spans the entire front elevation. Centered at the sidewalk is a modern commercial glass door that 
is flanked by sets of windows on cast stone sills . There is a no-contributing Infill structure to the south of this 
building that may share the same legal description. 

History of Use 

Currently serves as the office for Ameriprise Financial. 

Present Use Commercial : Office Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Not recommended 



203' 2nd Street NE 

View looking west. 

View looking northwest. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-795 



.Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-797 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 217 2nd Street NE City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1280 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459485 4880729 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT Lot-017 Block-007 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed circa 1860s, circa 

Style Greek Revival 

Historic Name Odd Fellows Hall 

Integrity Good Condition Fair-Good 
Description 

The pre-1900 Sanborn Insurance Maps show a residence and a Baptist Church on the site. The residence 
was on the alley facing Lake Avenue (3rd Avenue NE) and the church faced 3rd Street (2nd Street NE). The 
current structure may have expanded both east and west from the original church footprint. The expansion 
does not show up until the 1910 Sanborn. • The gabled frame structure sits on a high stone basement. The 
upper portion of the building is faced with thin lap siding with decorative shingles in the gables. The building 
displays banding of shuttered windows on the upper level. Many of the windows are 1/1 but the east-facing 
windows are 6/6. The east gable displays a new, fixed window in the peak. • The west-facing elevation has 
an entry on a raised , open porch and there is a flat-roofed , early 20th century two-story addition to the south 
off the southwest end of the building . 

History of Use 

After serving as the First Presbyterian Church of Waseca , the building was sold to the American Baptist 
Home Mission Society of New York City in 1873. In 1885 the Trustees of the "Waseka" Baptist Church 
purchased it. The building was sold to the Comee Lodge No. 25 Independent Order of Odd Fellows in 1905. 
Today there are apartments on the 2nd floor and a business on the 1st floor. 

Present Use Apartments Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Requires more study as an individual site. 



217 2nd Street NE 

View looking west. 

View looking northwest. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-797 

View looking east. 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-805 

" survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 111 Elm Avenue West City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0240 T-R-SQuarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec.18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459359 4880614 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT W 30 FT OF LOT 1 BLK 4 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870- 1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed Circa 1950 

Style Modern Commercial 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Very Good Condition Good 

This simple concrete block box is attached to the back, west side, of 100 State Street South. Its symmetrical 
facade displays a center commercial glass and aluminum door set with transom that is flanked by two picture 
windows. 

History of Use 

Built for a barber shop use. 

Present Use Commercial : Barber Shop Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Not recommended 



,, 111 Elm Avenue West 

View looking south. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-805 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-807 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 11 O 2nd Avenue NE City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1300 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459388 4880716 

Legal ORIGINAL PLATE 42 FT OF LOT 1 BLK 8 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1900 

Style Classical Revival 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Good Condition Good 

This turn of the century brick block on a raised stone foundation displays a shallow corbelled brick parapet, 
and a shallow raised center entry bay with a recessed modern glass and aluminum door at the top of four 
steps up from grade. The doorway is covered with a rigid waterfall awning . To either side of the entry are 
centered large plate glass windows with shallow brick arched headers and stone sills. The basement window 
openings have been infilled with newer stone. • The brick elevation at the alley has been stuccoed and 
supports a wall sign for the current business. The basement window has been infilled with rough-faced block 
and there is a basement access metal utility door. 

History of Use 

In 1904 this building was listed as a telephone company and remained so until it appears as the office of 
Harry G. Myers in 1933. By 1955 it was once again the Waseca Telephone Company , followed by 
Northwestern Bell Telephone in 1960. In 1979 it was Lord 's Hair Salon and since 2007 has been Deb & Co. 
Hair & Massage. 

Present Use Commercial : Hair Salon Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



11 0 2nd Avenue NE 

View looking south. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011 - 12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-807 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-808 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 111 2nd Avenue NE City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1150 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459389 4880716 
Legal ORIGINAL PLATE 30 FT OF LOT 12 BLK 7 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1893 est Historic Name Unknown 

Style Romanesque/Classical Revival Integrity Very Good 
Description 

Condition Very Good 

This late 19th century Romanesque single story commercial block has a brick fa<;ade that sits on a stone 
basement. There is a parapet with a stone cap below which is a cornice fitted with dentils and topped with 
projected stone banding . The recessed entry sits four steps up from grade below a rounded brick arch that is 
supported on brick pilasters with stone bases. To the east of the doorway is an original double window 
opening with a carved stone crown and a stone sill. It displays a window set of new glass with dark metal 
frames. To the west is a single window with similar detailing. • The side and back of the building have been 
stuccoed and the original openings have been infilled with stuccoed panels and glass block. 

History of Use 

The building is presently occupied by the Waseca Area Foundation. 

Present Use Commercial: Office Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 

I 



111 2nd Avenue NE 

View looking north. 

View looking west. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files , 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-808 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-wsc-810 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 117 2nd Avenue NE City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1190 T-R-SQuarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec.18NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459396 4880716 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT W48.36FT OF E98.46FT OF LOTS 13 & 14 EX N43FT OF LOT 14 BLK 7 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1929 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Good Condition Good 

This is a 2-story vernacular red brick building with a plain stepped brick parapet capped with tile . The 
building displays two bays. Both bays display some subtle decorative banding above the storefronts and the 
west bay has a centered 2nd-story window opening with brick sill that supports three modern 1/1 windows. 
At the lower level both bays retain their original openings. The west bay displays an entry that is infilled with 
vertical panels that frame a wood entry door. To the west of the entry is a large tri-set display window with a 
signboard above and brick sill below. The east bay door opening is infilled with vertical paneling and the 
four-pane display window to the east has a signboard above and a brick sill. There are grates over the 
basement window openings that have been paneled from the back. 

History of Use 

At the time of construction , this building was Johnson's Woodwork Shop (1931 ), then Win-A-Mer 
Woodworking by 1960. From 1979 to the present it has been Katie O'Leary's (bar/restaurant) . 

Present Use Commercial : Bar/Restaurant 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



1112nd Avenue NE 

View looking north. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-810 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-812 
Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 123 2nd Avenue NE City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1210 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter Tl07N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459404 4880727 

Legal ORIGINAL PLATS 27 1/3 FT OF E 50. 1 FT OF LOT 13 BLK 7 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870- 1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1924 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Good Condition Good 

This early 20th century single story yellow brick building has a plain flat roofline with tile capping . Three 
single bands of red brick cross the fa9ade below a flat projecting stone lintel above the commercial front. 
Two sets of newer double casement windows sit on brick sills and flank the entry, which is one step above 
grade and placed slightly left of center. 

History of Use 
Nothing is known of this building 's history until 1949 when it housed Draheim 's Dairy. In 1960 it was the 
Golden Dairy, but by 1961 had become Donahue Real Estate. In 2007 it became Miller Hair Hut which it 
remains today. 

Present Use Commercial: Barber Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Requires more study. 



123 2nd Avenue NE 

View looking north. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-812 



Minhesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-813 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 108 2nd Avenue NW City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0880 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459366 4880718 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT W 24 FT OF LOTS 10, 11 & 12 BLK 6 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1949 

Style Art Deco 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Good Condition Very Good 

This simple commercial block continues the Art Deco detailing of its adjoining building at 201 State Street 
North. This one-story structure has a stepped parapet and is sheathed in smooth fin ished stone. It displays a 
framed metal signboard above a five-set window and adjacent glass door with transom. The windows and 
door are framed in anodized aluminum. 

History of Use 
This building was listed as the location for the Lewer Liquor Store in 1960 and as Haefner Accounting from 
1990-2012. 

Present Use Commercial : Office 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 



108 2nd Avenue NW 

View looking north. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files , 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-813 



Min,1esota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-814 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 11 O 2nd Avenue NW City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0900 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459364 4880718 

Legal ORIGINAL PLATE 30 FT OF LOTS 13 & 14 BLK 6 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870- 1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1937 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name unknown 

Integrity Poor Condition Fair 

This simple one-story, two-bay brick block displays a large plywood and aluminum frame signboard over the 
framing for a stationary awning . The frame is attached to the building over the original signboard . The 
original display window sills have been raised with infill brick and each support double pane windows with 
extruded aluminum frames. The two entry doors sit adjacent to a center brick pier. The commercial doors are 
glass in aluminum frames. 

History of Use 

This building was the home of Frederick Cleaners from 1948-1962, followed by Wally's Cleaners from 1965 
-2007. 

Present Use Commercial : Dry Cleaning Plant Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Requires more study. 



110' 2nd Avenue NW 

View looking north. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files , 2011 - 12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-814 



, 

Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-816 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 114 2nd Avenue NW City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0950 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459359 4880718 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT W31 FT OF E61 FT OF LOT 13 & W31 FT OF E61 FT OF S32.50FT OF LOT 
14 BLK 6 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1900 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Fair Condition Very Good 

This 2-story turn of the century block is covered with decorative metal panels . It has a plain parapet capped 
in metal. The two 2nd-story windows may be in original openings and display newer 1/1 sash . The entire 
fa9ade on the first story is covered with a stationary waterfall awning . On the storefront there are 3 large 
display windows separated by 4 pilasters . The building entryway sits on the east end of the main facade. 
The bulkhead is cream-colored stucco. 

History of Use 

In the beginning of the 20th century this building was a garage and then housed a plumbing company (1931 
-1960 Carl Knutson Plumbing and Heating). In the 1970s Waseca Office Supply occupied the space. Since 
2007 it has been the home of La Prechel Hair and Massage. 

Present Use Commercial : Salon Spa Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Requires more study. 



114 2nd Avenue NW 

/ 

View looking north. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-816 



Min'nesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-817 

· Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 116 2nd Avenue NW City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.0970 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459357 4880718 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT W 22 FT OF E 83 FT OF LOTS 13 & 14 BLK 6 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1951 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Good Condition Very Good 

This single story mid-20th century building has an unadorned flat roofline and is faced with a skim coat. The 
centrally located entryway is recessed and flanked by a large display window set at an angle on either side. 
The door and windows are glass and anodized aluminum. The bulkhead has two large cream-colored 
frames below each window. The end piers are quoined . 

History of Use 

In 1955 this building was the home of Western States Utilities Company, followed in 1960 by Central Natural 
Gas Company. Currently it houses Mid State Mutual Commercial Property. 

Present Use Commercial : Office Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Requires more study. 



116 2nd Avenue NW 

View looking north. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-817 



Mirahesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-818 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 108 2nd Avenue SE City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.151 .0080 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459375 4880523 

Legal BARNEYS ADD N 50 FT OF LOT 4 & THAT PART OF LOT 5 WEST OF A LINE BEG 2.30 FT 
EAST ON NORTH LINE OF S1 /2 OF BLK 2 TO A PT 4.60 FT EAST OF NW COR OF LOT 5 
BLK2 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed Circa 1960 Historic Name Unknown 

Style Commercial Vernacular Integrity Good 
Description 

Condition Good 

This appears to be an extension of its neighbor at 110. This building shares the same brick as 110 2nd 
Avenue SE and its neighbor to the west at 201 State Street South, however it displays a hanging canopy 
over the centered door. The canopy and the framing of the glass door and large glass picture windows is 
made of. extruded aluminum. 

History of Use 

Built as a commercial block this simple building now serves as a liquor store. 

Present Use Commercial : Liquor Store Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Not recommended 



108 2nd Avenue SE 

View looking south 

View looking north. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-818 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-819 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 109 2nd Avenue SE City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1700 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459376 4880523 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT E44.5FT OF LOT 9 EX N5FT & E43 FT OF LOT 10 BLK 9 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1960 

Style Commercial Vernacular 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Very Good Condition Very Good 

This structure is a simple 1-story brick block with end gables on a shingled roof. The front elevation 
fenestration includes a modern commercial door with window, and 2 picture windows flanked by inoperable 
shutters. A backlit signboard is attached to the exterior wall west of the entry. 

History of Use 

This simple, utilitarian structure now serves as a hair salon . 

Present Use Commercial : Hair Salon Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Not recommended 



109 2nd Avenue SE 

View looking north. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-819 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-WSC-820 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 110 2nd Avenue SE City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.151 .0110 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459378 4880523 

Legal BARNEYS ADD THAT PART OF LOTS 5, 6 & 7 BLK 2:BEG .37FT E OF NW COR OF LOT 7; 
THENCE S100.19FT TO A PT 1.52FT E OF SW COR OF LOT 7 THENCE W40.20FT TO A 
PT 5.92FT E OF SW COR OF LOT 5;THENCE N 100.25FT TON LINE OF LOT 5; THENCE 
E40.05FT TO PT OF BEG 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed circa 1957 

Style Modern Commercial 
Description 

Historic Name Unknown 

Integrity Very Good Condition Very Good 

This mid-20th century , single-story brick building displays similar brick and detailing to the building at 201 
State Street South. The 2nd Avenue elevation displays a central door-set of glass and extruded aluminum 
framing. Centered on either side of the central doorway are double window sets each with aluminum 
framing. 

History of Use 

Office 

Present Use Commercial: Office Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Not recommended 



110 2nd Avenue SE 

View looking south. 

View looking north. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011-12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-820 



Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-wsc-s21 

Survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 
Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 117 2nd Avenue SE City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1720 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 17 NW-NW 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459386 4880523 

Legal ORIGINAL PLAT LOTS 11 & 12 EX N 30 FT OF W 90 FT BLK 9 FIRE HALL 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870- 1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1969 Historic Name Waseca Fire Station 

Style Modern Utilitarian Block Integrity Very Good Condition Very Good 
Description 

Located at the corner of 2nd Avenue SE and 2nd Street SE, the Waseca Fire Station is composed to two 
brick-faced blocks. The shorter block serves as office and living quarters and displays evenly-spaced tall 
dark fixed glass windows with stone sills . The taller box is the garage for the fire engines. Faux Mansard roof 
structures project above each of the engine's overhead door bay and above the office entry door. 

History of Use 

Built as Fire Station . 

Present Use Fire Station Property Type Building 

NR Status Not listed NR Recommendation Not recommended 



117 2nd Avenue SE 

--
View looking northwest. 

Resources City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011 - 12 
Waseca County Assessor tax records, 2012 

Inventory# WE-WSC-821 
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- In the summer of 2011, the City of Waseca requested the services of a qualified consultant team to assist in 
preparing reconnaissance surveys for two historic residential areas and an intensive survey for the City's historic 
central business district. Building upon the City of Waseca Historic Context Study completed in 2010 by THOMAS 
R. ZAHN & As OCIATES, LLC, the As OCIATES were selected to provide planning services in the completion of the 
propo ed urvey projects. 

In the late spring of 2012, the City expanded the survey scope to include a reconnai sance survey of the residential 
structure that lined State Stre t orth from yd Avenue to 11 th A venue. The four urvey areas are shown on the 
following map. 

Survey Areas Map 
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· Introduction 

Wa eca Coun ty wa first settled m 1854, when the Sutlief bro ther placed the first claim in what would become 
W ilton Township. The area became known for its lakes, timber, and fe rtile soil. Though it remained primarily 
agricultural, small communities did spring up, including the Clear Lake Settlement. In 1867, the Winona & St. Peter 
Railroad announced plans to run a line through the area, and land pecu lator and Waseca fo under Ira Trowbridge 
convinced railroad executive W.G. Ward and urveyor J.H. Jenkins that th e best path for the railroad ran ju t south 
of Clear Lake and Loon Lake. These three men (later united as a fami ly when one of Trowbridge' two dau ghters 
married Ward and the other J enki ns in a double wedding) became the town founders of Waseca, which literaJly grew 
up around the railroad. The town expanded quickly, adding a second railroad line in 1877 and becoming the County 
seat in a highly contested 1870 election. Wa eca, the city created from the early vision and determination of Ira 
Trowbridge, soon became the dominant economic force of th e area. 

The Central Business District 

Beginning as it did, as a land specul ator' town centered around a rapidly expanding railway, Wa eca was designed 
to be commercially succe sful. While the farm of the area created valuable commodities, and the railways ran a 
transportation network, commerce and industry provided the "third leg of the tool" - goods and services that 
residents and vi itors needed, from dry goods stores for farm fam ilies to hotels for visitors. The trong business 
communi ty i what made Waseca into a thriving city, rather than merely a railroad junction. 

W hen the rai lroad went through town in 1867, the town's commerce and industry prang up literally overnight, in 
order to meet the needs of the influx of settlers and workers. The town was platted with Second Street (renamed 
State Street in 1928) a the Main Street, with four block at the town' center providing a planned downtown core. 
The street wa open at both ends to farm land, enticing area farm families into town on their way to and from the 
train station, cementing th e relationship between agriculture, transportation and comm erce. 

While th e fir t building along Second Street were wooden, multi-purpose structures, as the railroads expanded and 
the town go t bu ier in the early 1860s, they were replaced by Waseca's characteristic brick 2-3 tory buildings . The 
properties generally had glass storefront below, with offices or apartments above. Following an extensive fire in 
1881, the downtown expanded exponentially, and public services including street paving were developed. Though 
there was another large fire in 1899, th e central histo ric core of the City mainly dates from the 1880s-early 1900s. 
Even today Waseca displays a relatively well-preserved downtown core along State Street. 

The R esidential Neighborhoods 

As in most communities, Wa eca's residential neighborhoods grew out in all directions from the community's early 
ettlement commercial and industrial core. Some of the community's oldes t and most architecturally interes ting 

residence are located within a few blocks of the downtown. The Augenbaugh House at 831 3rd Avenue NE, the Philo C. 
Bailey Hou eat 401 2nd Avenue NE, the Roscoe F . Ward House 804 East Elm Avenue, and the William R Wolf House 
at 522 2nd Avenue NE are re idences that represent four of Waseca's six ational Register-designated propertie . 

Historic Preservation in Waseca 

Since its inception in 2001, the Wa eca Heritage Pre ervation Cammi sion (HPC) has been extremely active. The 
HPC is charged with creatin g a comprehensive historic preservation program, promoting the historical resources 
of the City, reviewing alterations to historic properties, and designating additional historic sites. The Commission 
wo rks closely with the Waseca County Historical Society. Waseca became a Certified Local Government (CLG) in 
2009 providing a potential funding source fo r future preservation planning initiative . 

Waseca has several structures on the at ional Regi ter of Historic Places. It appears that the City was one of the 
last in the State to be surveyed by the State Historic Preservati on Office in th e 1980s before that program was 
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. discontinued due to funding cut . The e surveys led to several successful ational Register nominations, as well as 
several more Register-eligible sites. 

All but one of Waseca's ational Register listings were completed in 1982 by Peggy Korsmo-Kennon and Jan Brown 
of the Waseca County Historical Society, following up upon the 1981 SHPO survey . 

.4th_Ave. l'iE 

The fo llowing is a listing of current properties on the Register 
(date added i in parenthe es fo llowing the buildin g name): 

1. John W. Aughenbaugh House/Masonic Temple (1982) 
2. Philo C. Bailey House (1994) 
3. W.J.Armstrong Company Wholesale Grocers (1982) 
4. Roscoe P. Ward House (1982) 
5. Waseca County Courthouse (1982) 
6. William R. Wolf Hou e (1982) 

831 3rd Avenue NE 
401 2nd Avenue NE 
202 2nd treet SW 
804 East Elm Avenue 
307 orth tate Street 
522 2nd A venue NE 

In addition, there are several sites currently considered Register-eligible: 
7. EACO Mill (owner opposed) 212 3rd Avenue NW 
8. Minneapolis and St. Louis Depot 
9. Railroad storage structure/ freight depot 
10. Historic central business district 

231 We t Elm Avenue 
South of the MSL depot 
along State Street 

Initiating a preservation planning process in 2009, the City became a Certified Local Government (CLG), and the 
newly-empowered Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) began work on a number of preservation priorities. 
The HPC applied for and received a CLG grant through the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) of the 
Minnesota Hi tori cal Society to develop the City of Waseca Historic Context Study, which wa published in the 
spring of 2010. 

With the completion of the Historic Context Study, Waseca took the important tep of joining preservation to 
planning, promoting a vibrant future for the community by building on the resources of it pa t. The hi toric 
contexts defined and developed in the report provide a framework within which the City can evaluate its re ources 
and plan for future development, while continuing to secure the unique character and spirit inherent in Waseca's 
history. 

Included with in the Context tudy's many findings were recommendations to complete survey work for Wa eca's 
architecturally rich downtown area and the older re idential neighborhoods that surround it. 
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· The Surveys 

Previously, the only survey activities in Waseca were through part of the Minnesota Historical Society's statewide 
survey in 1986. That survey focused almo t exclu ively on the downtown core and some scattered sites. The HPC, 
in conjunction with the Hi torical Society, had identified some locally significant homes, but there was no local 
des ignation process . The need to better catalog, recognize, and pre erve residential resource emerged a a key 
recommendation of the City's recent Context Study. This concern was reinforced by recent threats to some of the 
mos t prominent resources along Elm Avenue. 

The Residential Surveys 

Correspondingly, the HP applied fo r, and was granted, a CLG grant to do a reconnaissance-level survey for some 
of the City's inner-core re idential concentrations. These res idential neighborhood were prioritized due to two 
factor : they are the olde t neighborhood in the City, and as such they hold the bulk of the most significant historic 
re idential re ources. In some cases, they hold the most threatened propertie . 

The larger residential di strict, referred to a the East Res idential Survey area, is defined by the downtown di trict to 
the we t, the center line of 4th Avenue E to th e north, 5th Ave nu e E to the south and 12th Street SE to the east. 
It i composed of approximately 520 properties ranging in construction dates from 1865 (614 3rd Avenue SE) to as 
recent as 2008 (615 2nd Avenue E). 

While 614 3rd Avenue SE, believed built in 1865, may 
be the oldest remaining home in the Ea t Residential 

, urvey area, it has Lost much of its original appearance 
- with "down-sized" modern w indows, a modified entry 

and artificial siding. 
I 

A mailer residential area, referred to as the South West Residential Survey area is located in the City's southwest 
neighborhood defined by 5th Avenu e SW to the north, the Dakota, Minnesota and Eas tern/ Canadian Pacific rail 
line to the eas t, 7,h Avenue SW to the south and 7th Street SW to the wes t. This area is composed of approximately 
90 home ranging in date of construction from an 1878 Homestead "cottage" design at 609 4th Street SW to a circa 
1995 split-level house at 613 6th Avenue SW. 

609 4th treet W retains most of its 1865 charm with its original 
w ood Lap siding and original w indow and door placement. 

The South West residential district was selected fo r survey because 
the easterly part of that neighborhood was w ithin the original 

Clear Lake City plat. 
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. In April 2012, per the consultants' sugge tion, the HPC decided to expand the scope of the reconnaissance urvey 
area to residential properties north of the downtown core. Following approval of the expanded scope, in May 2012, 
the consultants performed an additional reconnaissance survey of the residential structures that line orth State 
Street from y d Avenue to 11 th Avenue. 

The Tonh Residential urvey area i made up of approximately 54 homes ranging in age from an 1868 structure at 
511 State Street orth to the 1990 modern home at 600 State Street orth. 

The Residential Survey Deliverables 

Built in 1916, the Moonan/ Driessen House at 610 State treet orth 
is a Tudor Revival Mansion that retains good integrity and is in very 
good condition. 

The deliverables of the reconnaissance surveys included individual property survey form that will also be filed with 
the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). These forms include: 

1. Locati_on. information including address, TR Quarter-Quarter, USGS Quad, UTM Coordinates and Legal 
De cnpnons; 

2. Property Information including Architectural Style, Date Constructed (when available), Hi toric Contexts, and U se; 

3. A brief de cription of each property; 

4. Integrity rating; 

5. Condition rating; 

6. Current digital photographs of each property; 

7. Historic designation status; and 

8. Historic designation recommendation where needed. 

The Central Business District Survey 

The con ultants have long felt that Waseca's core downtown area, the blocks along North and South State 
Street, was a significant historic resource. The area is congruent, m aintains good integrity, and although there 
are ome vacant storefronts, is a relatively active commercial area. The survey confirmed thi assertion. 

The Central Business District Survey Deliverables 

The deliverable of the comprehensive urvey included individual property survey forms that will also be filed with 
the Minnesota tate Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). These forms included: 

1. Location information including address, TR Quarter-Quarter, USGS Quad, UTM Coordinates and Legal 
Descriptions; 

2. Pr_operty Inform~tion (when available) including Architectural Style, Date Constructed, Historic Contexts, 
H1stonc designation status, and U e; 
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3. A description of each property; 
4. A history of u e and owner hip (as available) ; 
5. Integri ty information; 

6. C ondition a e ment; 

7. Current digital pho tograph of front and back; and 

8. Historic designati on recommendations where needed. 

The Survey Methodology 
As stated above, the neighborhoods chosen for survey were identified as likely to hold the highest concentration of 
historic residences , and also to have the mo t po tential threat to the properties. In addition, th e HPC was intere ted 
in determinin g if there were any individual sites o r re idential historic district that might be locally significant and/ 
or eli gible fo r Ii ting on th e National Register of Historic Place . 

The co n ultant began field wo rk on the residential reconnaissance urvey and the downtown comprehensive survey 
primarily in September 2011. Both field work and fo rm compilation continued through the spring of 2012. The 
fieldwork for bo th the residential and downtown surveys included field no tes taken on each property, as well as one 
o r more digital photograph (s) per property . The fi eldwork was compiled into a database of the properties surveyed. 

The Inventory Form 

The database, in turn, led to the creation of individual inventory fo rm s for each property. The inventory form i 
ba ed on the Minnesota Architecture-Hi to ry Inventory fo rm guidelines iss ued by the Minnesota SHPO, as re ised 
after the consultants met w ith SHPO staff. The fo rms fo r both the residential and downtown properti es include the 
fo llowing info rmation: 

Address: C urrent stree t address of the property . Please note that street name in th e ci ty were changed to a 
quadrant-based, numeri c ys tem in March 1928, presumably to increase po cal effi ciency and ea e of location. Only 
Elm Avenue retained its name. The addre ses cited are the current add resses on this system. 

Inventory Number: Inventory number were added to th e forms, as assigned by the Minnesota SHPO. 

Property Identification Number (PIN), Legal Description: The PI and legal descrip tions were compiled by HPC 
member from County records. The consultants verified thi information when it was unclear. Due to the change 
in street name / number noted above, thi information is e pecially important in accurately identifying property 
locations. 

TRS Quarter, USGS Quad and UTM Coordinates: This info rmation was collected by the con ultants throu gh 
standardi zed GPS systems. 

Style: The building sty le was determined by the consultants, based on tandard architectural terminolo gy. The 
industry standard fo r determining architectural style is A Field Guide to American H ouses by Virginia and Lee 
M cAle te r, th ough other source were utilized as well. 

Date Constructed: Construction dates were co llected by th e HPC C hair from C o unty A sessor notebooks. In 
many cases, th e construction dates were unclear, as th ese records are inco mplete. In th ese case the field is marked 
"nd" for "no date." Ofte n it appear that these dates may have been est imated. \Vhere this appears to be the case, or 
w here the date is missing, the style of the house can give a clue to the date range; for example, one can be reasonably 
sure that an Italianate dates fro m between 1865-1900. 

Description: Property descriptions were written from field notes, with photo verification. In general, the description 
strives to provide an accura te verbal description of the hou e, including any furth er explanation of style needed, 
descrip tion of materi als, and a summary of the mo t visibl e altera tions made to the home. 
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· Integrity: Each property was ranked for its historic integrity, with a summary as essment of ''Very Good," 
"Good," "Fair," "Poor," or "Very Poor" historic integrity. It should be noted here that integrity i a very subjective 
evaluation, based on the close relation hip between a property' hi torical significance, period of significance, and its 
ability to convey that significance ba ed on its current physical ituation. In general, the homes with higher integrity 
manage to successfully demon trate their original sense of place, regardless of ubsequent alteration . In most cases, 
the more sub tantial the change to th e house ( e.g. significant additions, wholesale fenestration changes, entrance 
alterations), the lower the integrity. Integrity should OT be confu ed with condition; a house with very low 
integrity may be extremely well-cared for, or a house may be unchanged from it original construction but in very 
poor condition. The integrity ranking were delineated a follows: 

Very Good: Virtually unchanged from their original configuration. Original feature , such as doors, 
windows, and ornamentation, are in place. There are no significant additions or alterations. Materials are 
original. The hou e presents an excellent en e of place. 

Good: The hou e ha been changed, but the original sense of place is evident. Often, changes have been 
made (again, usually in additions, windows and entrance -and almo t always in materials), but these 
changes have usually been thou ghtful and are ometime early in the home's history. One still gets a sense of 
the house and its history. 

Fair: Alterations have been made, usually to everal aspects of the home. These changes are more evident 
than the home' original construction materials and configuration. D espite the loss of original features, the 
overall massing and form of the original building are apparent. 

Poor: Significant alterations have been made to the property, stripping it of most of its architectural 
integrity. While ome original window and door openings may remain, they may have been infilled or 
downsized with modern, standardized replacements. Significant material changes have been made. 

Very Poor: In many cases, the home is all but indistingui hable from its original coh truction. It has been 
added onto, divided, or otherwi e tructurally altered. Windows and doors are not original. Significant 
material change have been made, including new siding, new windows, new detailing, and concrete 
foundations. In many cases, the integrity is so poor that the original architectural style is masked or 
completely hidden. 

Condition: Condition is another subjective evaluation, and is often not included in Minnesota Architecture-History 
Inventory forms . In thi case, the consultants opted to utilize it because they found so many ca es that condition and 
integrity did not match up, which seemed to be a significant threat to the re idential housing resources. It hould be 
cautioned, however, that condition assessments are only cursory de criptions as evidenced at the property during 
fieldwork. They should not be construed as definitive as e sments of work needed. Conditions were listed a follows: 

Very Good: Extremely well-maintained; no vi ible work needed. 
Good: Close to Excellent, but ome minor work required. 
Fair: Generally well cared-for, but repairs or maintenance work needed. 
Poor: otable work needed; sometimes only deferred maintenance and sometimes more comprehensive. 
Very Poor: bad condition, wi th significant damage and many issues. 

Digital Photos: Each form includes a digital image of the property, as taken in Fall 2011 or Spring 2012. 

In addition to the above listed inventory form fields, the downtown comprehensive survey al o included: 

History of Use: Information on the original owner and businesses (when found), and a chronology of business uses 
through time. 

Physical De cription: This provides a listing of the various architectural features and fenestration on the primary 
facade or facades that help define a building's "style" and vis ual interest. 
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· Th Residential Reconnai sance urvey R commendation 

The cons ultant team feels chat the urvey wa a successfu l compilation of data for nearly 670 residential properties 
and ju t over 80 commercial propertie . This kind of urvey, ven at a reconnaissance level, provides invaluable data 
about a city's residential stock, and as ist with sett ing preservation priorities. 

The con ultants recommend the following in preparation for potential National Regis ter nominations, that: 

• Full urvey be done of 106 4th Avenue E (Trowbridge Hou e); 505 y d Avenue 
and 825 y d Avenue 1 E (Augenbaugh' daughter' house) . 

(the "F irst Electric H ouse") ; 

• Propertie in the East Re idential urvey area needing further tudy due to architectural interest and integrity 
include: 

110 4th A venue E 203 9th tree t E 

610 4th Avenue E 300 9th Street E 

219 y d Avenue E 310 9th Street NE 

316 Y d Avenue E 204 10th treet E 

409 y d Avenue E 403 Elm Avenue E 

607 y d Avenue E 6700 y d A venue SE 

615 y d Avenue E 801 y d Avenue E 

621 yc1 Avenue E 812 Yd Avenue SE 

922 Y d Avenue E 822 Yd Avenue SE 

312 2nd Avenue 908 y d Avenue SE 

402 2nd Avenue 517 4th Avenue SE 

601 2nd Avenue E 400 9th Street SE 

717 2nd Avenu e NE 

• Properties in the East survey area that merit further tudy due to age and integrity include: 

202 y d Avenue 

302 y d Avenue 

602 Yd A ven ue E 

809 y d Avenue E 

402 2nd Avenue E 

607 2nd Avenue E 

708 Elm Avenue E 

711 y d Avenue SE 

206 6th treet SE 
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• Properties in the Sou thwes t survey area that merit further study due to age, architecture and integrity include: 

604 Yd Street SW 

610 y d Street SW 

609 4th Street SW 

• P roperties in the orth survey area that merit further study due to architectural interest and integrity include: 

329 State treet North 

331 State treet orth 

500 State Stree t orth 

610 tate treet orth 

614 State Street orth 

61 7 tate treet o rth 

621 State treet orth 

907 tate treet Orth 

• Properties in the North Residential Survey area that merit furth er tudy due to age and integrity include: 

802 tate Street orth 

815 State treet orth 

904 State Street orth 

• A full survey be done of Elm Avenue properties as a potential historic di trict. The consultant recommend a 
district that run from the 600 to 1000 block of East Elm Avenue (601 to 1009 on the north side, 608 to 900 on the 
south side). 

• The cluster of Italianates in the 300/ 400 block of 2nd Avenue E and nearby be fully surveyed as a possible group 
nomination. This may be difficult, as a gro up nomination i generally a kind of use (e.g.: schools) , rather than an 
architectural style. In addition, so me of the houses are in relatively poor condition. Th is collection of Italianates, 
howe er, i a remarkable feature in the town's architectural history. 

In additi on, the consultants recommend that the HPC: 

• ontinue and expand the su rveyed property file system created by Staff at the Historical Society, with additional 
help from the Wa eca Abstract Company. Each house should have a file that, at minimum includes its inventory 
form, an d that can be used to coll ect additional historical information as it is discovered. In the future, these files 
mi ght be di giti zed. 

• D evelop imple outreach information for homeowner , giving basic information about appropriate care and 
maintenance of their hi toric homes. Ideally, each home su rveyed would receive a copy of their inventory form and 
ome basic preservation/ maintenance information. 

• Hold a series of events that helps people und er tand their house style, its history, and appropriate pre ervation 
technique . The information referred to above co uld be di tributed at these events. Perhaps a "Preservation 
Hou ing Fair" could introduce homeowners to contractor and other home service providers with an emphasis on 
preservation. 
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· • Utilize the local newspaper to start a periodic "What Style Is It?" column. That column could include information 
on the variou housing tyles, including photos of local examples, and give pre erva tion tips. 

• Expand the local designation process in ord er to protect historic resource that may not be ational-Register 
eli gible, but are otherwise significant. Several of the houses surveyed may be locally significant. Local districts may 
al o be pos ible. 

• C reate relatively simple design guidelines fo r residential propertie . Before doing so, the HPC should decide the 
extent to which the guidelines should be applied throu gh City ordinance. 

• Plan for additional survey wo rk that cover additional neighborhoods, either th ro ughout th e city or in 
additionally determined, more contained areas . 

The Central Business District u rvey Recommendations 

The primary study recommend ati on is that the C ity of Waseca designate th e hi toric downtown core as a 
commercial historic district, and pu rs ue ational Register designation fo r the distr ict. The di strict would include the 
C ity blocks that line tate Street between 2nd Street Eas t and 2nd St reet West, 3rd Avenue o rth, and the rail line 
to the outh. 

Such a designation would have significant benefit , including: 

• Downtown revitalization: Such a designation wo uld encourage down town revitalizatio n. Waseca already 
has everal example of hi storic commercial properties - Zinnia's in the old depot, the Armstrong-Miller 
building, and the D aily Grind in a former bank - th at demonstrate uccessful adaptive use. 

• Federal Tax Credit : Federal historic tax credi ts p rovide a 20% tax credi t fo r ignifica nt rehabilitation 
done on income-producing propertie . Such propertie must be ational Register listed, either individually 
or as part of a district. In some case , these credits can be transferred and/ or used by non-profit . 

• State Tax Credits: The Minnesota tax credit is new as of last year. I t provide an additional 20% tax credit, 
which can piggyback on the federal tax credit as the requirements are substantially the ame. In some cases, 
the M innesota program offers a grant in lieu of a credit. 

• Historic Tourism: According to the ational Trust fo r Historic Preservation, cultu ral heritage tourism is 
defin ed a "traveling to experience the places and activities that auth enti cally represent the storie and people 
of the pas t and present. " H eritage tourism has become big business, directly contributing approximately 

8 billion to th e U .S. economy annually. O f these tourists, 81 % classified them elves a cultural heritage 
travelers. Visito r to historic sites and cultural attractions typically stay longer and spend more than other 
tourists - $623 per trip average compared to $45 7. It is also a growing field , up more than 10% annually 
even durin g recent economic circumstances . The mos t important effect, however, is that this kind of travel 
is unique to a communi ty' specific circumstances, organi cally building upon its diversity and focu ing on its 
unique sense of place. 

• Strengthening the local economy: D owntown stores are local stores, and have a big impact on the local 
econo my. Fo r every 100 pent at a community business, 68 returns to the communi ty in taxes, payroll, 
and o ther expenditures . This compares to only $43 spent at a national chain, and of course, $0 for online 
purchases . O rganizations such as The 3/ 50 Project and even American Expre ' hop local campaign are 
helping small businesses compete with larger ent ities . 
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• The Preservation Alliance of Minnesota recently re-launched their competitive Minnesota Main Streets program. 
Minnesota Main Streets offers communities accepted into the program assistance with the trainin g, tools, 
information, networking, and other resources needed to maximize revitalization efforts. There are four main points: 
design, economic restructuring, promotion, and organization. In 2011, the first full year of the program, the five 
communitie accepted (Brainerd, Faribault, ew Ulm, Red Wing, and Wilmar) have had fantast ic results, netting 
24 new bu inesses, 61 new fu ll-time jobs, and 47 building rehab , for a total of 3 million in private and 1.1 million 
in public inves tment. The cons ultant fee l that Waseca could be a good fit for the program. Cities are accepted on a 
rolling ba i . 

In tandem with a ational Register Di trict nomination, the City of Waseca should also consider developin g design 
guidelines for the downtown area. Such guideline provide invaluable assistance to property owners in appropriately 
rehabilitating their properties. As bu ines es in the downtown core complete renovations, they could follow 
the design guideline to the be t of their abili ty, creating a sense of cohesion and increasing the property values 
by adding to their integrity and aesthetic . As well as providing resources, strono- guidelines also provide visual 
references. 

In additi on, the consultants recommend that the HPC: 

• Continue and expand the file system created by Staff of the Historical Society for surveyed properties . Each 
historic commercial property should have a file that at minimum includes its inventory form, and that can be used to 
collect additional historical informat ion as it is discovered. In the future, these fil es might be digitized. 

• Develop outreach programs to downtown bu iness owners to a ist them with pre ervation projects. 
Examples of such efforts include: 

1. having a City staffperson serve as liaison to a si t with tax credit is ues 
2. holding workshops and events regarding preservation and rehabilitation 
3. creatin g visual (mainly photographic) displays in store windows 

• Utilize the local newspaper to feature a column on prominent downtown commercial buildings. 
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· Appendix I • Residential Survey Form Sample 

Minnesota Architec ire-History nventory Forn1 !n,entory# E-WSC- 129 

City of W aseca Residential Reconnaissance Survey 
SouttiWest Residential A rea ::iu;'l;ey Date Fall 201 

Pro perty Location 
AcHress 610 3rd Street SW C.ty!f 'Ill) W asecaJWoodville Co y Waseca 

p 17.151.1230 --P-S 
USGS Qu-d aseca ·z ne 15 

- er T107 R22W Sec. 18 NE-SE 
d ates 459106 4880225 

l ega BARNEYS D D IL.OT 9 Bl 14 & E. 112 OF ADJ CENT V CATED ALLEY 

Property Infor maUon 
_ te oric Co t::,. :t Railroads a nd Agricultural Developme . 1870 -19 

ocal His'] Con:e Ci of ' a.sec.a ContExt 8 --Reside.ntia'l- 1 67 - 1960 s 

1920 star N e Unkn 

Craftsman 

:;c 'Eady 20th-cet1iuy 2½-stO()I Craftsman · h end gables and original fenestration; 
sheathed in s1ucco/decorativ:e brickwork... Altered enf por-ch. Detached garage to 
southA:lia of hoo . 

l11tegrit\. Good! Co · · Good Pro · rty Building 

£to c Use Residential p ent Use Residential 

Not Listed ,,.,....,...,,~J'!a n Mems further research due to architechJ"al integrity. 
•rn.,_ ... .,.,""'s City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 

aseca. County Histoocal Society survey files, 2011- 2 
aseca County sessor ,t records, 201 

Pr-epa.red b ' Thomas . Zahn &.Associates LLC 



· Appendix II • Central Business District Survey Form Sample 

Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form Inventory# WE-wsc-001 
survey Name City of Waseca Downtown Comprehensive Survey 

Survey Date Fall 2001-Spring 2012 Prepared by Thomas R. Zahn & Associates LLC 

Property Location 
Address 100 State Street North City/Twp Waseca/Woodville County Waseca 

PIN 17.100.1420 T-R-S Quarter-Quarter T107N R22W Sec. 18 NE-NE 

USGSQaud Waseca UTM Zone 15 Coordinates 459366 4880608 

Legal ORIGINAL PLATS 30 FT OF LOT 12 BLK 8 

Property Information 
State Historic Context Railroads and Agricultural Development, 1870-1940 
Local Historic Context City of Waseca Context 4 - Commerce and Industry 

Date Constructed 1903 Historic Name First National Bank 

Style Renaissance Revival Integrity Good Condition Very Good 
Description 
This turn of the 20th century 2-story Renaissance Revival commercial block is sheathed in cream brick and 
stone. The classically detailed building is crowned with a parapet balustrade. Decorative brick banding 
surrounds the structure below the roofline on the two major facades, facing State Street and Elm Avenue. 
The second story of the State Street facade displays four Roman-arched windows with brick crowns and 
stone si lls. • The Elm Avenue second story windows have flat stone lintels and sills. The first floor is 
sheathed with stone and displays a columned and pedimented entry door on State Street flanked by two 
large window openings. A newer oval plaque is affixed to the building between the entrance and the 
southerly window that reads "1903". • The Elm Avenue facade has a similar window treatment with stone 
lintels and sills. The back, stuccoed facade displays shallow arched window openings and entry. 

History of Use 
This building housed the First National Bank from its construction with a barbershop in the basement with a 
public library in the back. By 1919 bank offices had replaced the library and by 1930 the barbershop had 
been replaced with a retail store. The bank occupied the space until 1971 . The Waseca Emporium was in 
place along with the Central Natural Gas Company and a travel service in the 1970s. The second floor also 
housed an optometrist and beauty center. In 2007 the main space became the Daily Grind coffee shop. 

Present Use Commercial: Coffee Shop 

NR Status Not listed 

Property Type Building 

NR Recommendation Recommended for designation as part of a 
historic downtown commercial district 
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100 Stat Street North Inventory# WE--WSC-007 

!he_ 1910_S!3_n__b~_m .¥<!.P ~f??_ws ~e baf!k ~nd library 

Resot.rces City of Waseca Historic Context Study, Spring 2010 
Waseca County Historical Society survey files, 2011- 12 
Waseca county Assessor tax records, 2012 
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· Appendix III • Historic Tax Certification Program Information 

While there are many reasons to preserve, restore, rehabilitate, and recycle older buildings, financial incentives can be 
the most tan gible. Financial incentives fo r rehabilitation have been developed on the local, state, and national levels. 
With the implementation in 2010 of the Minnesota rehabilitation program, improvements to historic commercial 
properties has never been more feasible fo r the property owner. 

Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program Benefits 

The Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program benefits the owner, the occupants, and the community by: 
• Encouraging protec tion of landmarks through the promotion , recognition, and de ignation of hi toric 

structures 
• Increasing the value of the rehabilitated property and returning underutilized structures to the tax roll 
• Upgrading downtowns and neighborhoods and often increasing the amount of available housing within the 

commumty. 

Federal Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program 

Historic Preservation Tax Credit are available to building owners interested in substantially rehabilitating historic 
buildings. ommercial, industrial and rental res idential structure that are listed on the ational Register of Hi toric 
Place or within a ational Register di trice qualify for a 20% investment tax credit. 

Federal Program Provisions 

To qualify for the Investment Tax Credit, a property owner must: 
• H ave a certified historic structure. To be certified, the building must be Ii ted individually on the ational 

Register of Historic Places or be a contributing part of a historic district that is either listed on the ational 
Register or certified as eligible for the ational Register 

• Use the building for an income-producing purpose such as rental-re idential, commercial, agricultural, or 
indu trial 

• Rehabilitate the building in accordance wi th the Secretary of the Interior's "Standards fo r Rehabilitation" and 
"Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings ." The at ional Park ervice (NP ), with advice from the 
Minnesota State Historic Preservation O ffice, determine whether a project meets the standards. 

• Spend an amount greater than the building's adjus ted basis (roughly the current depreciated value of the 
building not including land value) on the approved rehabilitation project 

• Complete the work in a timely manner. Projects must meet the minimum expenditure test within a two-year 
mea uring period, but applicants may take up to five year to complete a phased project if the plans and sp ecs 
are approved in advance of con truction. 

• Pay a fee to the PS; the fee shall be no less than $250 and no greater than 2,500 and shall be ba ed upon the 
qualifying rehabilitation e penditures. 

Minnesota Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program 
In 2010, the tate of Minnesota enacted a 20% historic pre ervation tax credit program. Minne ota's State hi toric 
preservation tax credit will allow a state income tax credit equal to 20 percent of the cost of rehabilitating a qualifying 
hi toric property. The program mirrors the federal rehabilitation tax credit, a provision that has been in place since 
1976. Projects are eligible to claim the State credit if they are allowed the federal credit, a program which requires 
properties to be Ii ted in the ational Register of Historic Preservation to qualify. Minnesota currently ha over 1,600 
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• listin gs in the ational Register repre enting almost 7,000 individual properties. Projects must be income-producing 
to u e the credit, therefore, homesteaded re idencial projects are not eli gible. Our law also crea tes innovation in the tax 
credit market by allowing a developer to choo e either a certificated, refundable credit or a grant, which will stimulate 
nonprofit use of the incentive, and also can be used against the insurance premium tax widening the inve tor pool. 

The Minne ota program allows the project proposers to choose either th e tax credit or grant option. The State 
grant, like the tax credit, comes at the completion of the project, and is equal to 90 percent of the allowable federal 
rehabilitati o n tax credit. The grant option may have ome advantages in the syndi cation of tax credits, and allows 
participation by individuals, teams, and/ or non-profit organizations as a partner in th e rehabilitation of historic 
structures program. 

Minnesota Program Provisions 
The tate provisions are th e ame as the federal provisions, with the exception chat the tax credit would be ava ilable 
for a property chat is any of th e fo llowing: 

• Listed on the acional Register of Historic Places. 
• Certified as a contributing element of a National Register Historic District. 
• Certified as historic by local heritage preservation commission or Certified Local Government. 
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PETTIPIECE ©A SSO C IATE S. LL C 

To: Dennis Gimmestad 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

Dtj~ From: Diane DuChene Pettipiece '(_J / 

Date: April 25, 2003 

RE: Pictures - Downtown Area of Waseca, MN 

Dennis -

Per your request, enclosed with this memo are pictures of the downtown area of Waseca. 

The following table identifies the photos by number and block number. If you need further 
information, please call. 

Photo Number Location 
105, 106, 107, 109 300 Block South State Street going North 
108,110, 111 , 112, 115 100 Block South State Street going North 
113, 114, 116, 117, 118, 119, 121 100 Block North State Street going North 
120, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 129 200 Block North State Street going North 

130, 131 , 132, 133, 135 200 Block North State Street going South 
134, 136, 137, 138, 140, 141 100 Block North State Street going South 
139, 142, 143, 144, 145, 147 100 Block South State Street going South 
146, 148, 149 200 Block South State Street going South 

If you need bigger pictures, I can email them to you. 
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TEL: 507.625 .6076 FAX: 507.625 .4731 

329 NORTH BROAD STREET. # 101 • PO BOX 4 173 •MANKATO. MN 56002 -4173 www.c-pe ll ip1ece.com 
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